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From: leeanne jolly
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2019 8:00:27 PM

Good evening Sir,

This is in regards to the proposed sand mining at Cottonwood golf course. Please don’t
allow this to happen. I drive by there everyday and I always find such joy Seeing people
walk around the beautiful terrain. It’s so beautiful why turn it into something so
industrial that’s impacts not only the environment but quality of life. Do you know more
California’s are leaving year after year to seek better lives. This is why. We pay the
highest taxes in the country and for what? To enjoy sand mining right in the heart of our
neighborhood. Think about all the homes filled with families, that will have to suffer.
Their homes will depreciate in value, they will no longer want to walk and enjoy the
fresh air. There will more traffic, more stress, and another let down with our
government. It’s all about money but it doesn’t have to be. Please from a concerned
citizen please don’t take that simple joy for me every morning seeing such beauty. I’m a
prior veteran, a now Radiation therapist (I treat cancer patients everyday) how I feel
daily effects people that are fighting for there lives. For me driving by there everyday
fills me with so much happiness. It’s simply beautiful. I love my community but please
don’t these simple pleasures away form us. Turn it into a park for our children. I thank
you for your time. Hope you have a wonderful thanksgiving!  

Kind regards,

Leeanne Jolly
Leeannejolly89@gmail.com
(619)713-3259
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From: Penn Jones
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Cc: Jacob, Dianne
Subject: PDS2018-MUP-18-023; Cottonwood Sand Mine
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 11:44:55 AM

Dear Robert,
 
My wife live in close proximity to the proposed Cottonwood Sand Mine.  This
proposed use of the former Cottonwood Golf Course is inconsistent with the
general plan of the area being a planned residential community.  We moved to
this neighborhood in 1986 and were attracted to the various community and
recreational attributes of the Rancho San Diego area.  My wife and I, along
with many other residence of the neighborhood, are opposed to the proposed
use of the former golf course as a sand mining operation.  This proposed use
would not also have an adverse impact on our quality of life, but also on the
property values in the area which would also have an impact on the revenues
generated by property taxes to the county.  We urge you to please vote against
the major use permit being considered to allow the sand mining operation to
move forward.
 
Best Regards,
 
Orson & Carol Jones
1813 Sea Pines Road
El Cajon, California  92019
 
Penn Jones, MAI, SRA
BREA Lic. #AG003429
BRE Lic.    #00336362

CRESD
Jones & Associates
Commercial Real Estate of San Diego
1813 Sea Pines Road, El Cajon, CA 92019
Cell 619-466-3975
PennJones@outlook.com| www.CRESD.net
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Regarding the proposed Cottonwood sand mine project, it seems absurd to me that anyone would 
think this project worthy of honest consideration. I am a resident of the Steele Canyon estates and 
will be significantly affected if this project is allowed to go forth. 

Traffic congestion will be horrific. The fact that Sand Mine proposes limiting hours suggests to me 
that there is either little or no consideration for the impact of this on residents or there is simply a 
casual disregard for this impact. Residents moving to and from work, schools opening and closing 
with children and busses moving through the area, homeowners and those caring for homes will all 
be impacted. I expect, impacted significantly. This is not a trivial number of folks. 

There is an air pollution hazard. Not only will there surely be significant dust and dirt suspended in 
the air, there is, as well, the 1isk of chemical contamination emanating from the dislodged soil 
presenting a health hazard that I doubt Sand Mine fully appreciates or more probably really cares 
about Noise will be a problem. It will be always present. Part of the joy ofliving here is that it can 
be quiet and peaceful, which is something I want very much as part of my life style. That is why I 
bought a home here. Now, 1 wonder if I will stay here. 

Certainly, property values will be significantly diminished. I understand that the project duration is 
purported to be 10 years. yet it will be several years beyond that before life truly returns to some 
sense of peace and quiet and before property values have a chance to recover. 

Please, do not allow this project to proceed. Let me say that again; please do not allow this project to 
proceed. The number of just plain folks that will be impacted is very large and we all hope that the 
will of the people will trump big money, all the while aware that it often does not. 
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From: Niveen K
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Date: Friday, November 22, 2019 3:11:06 PM

Date:​​(Fill in the Date)
From:​​(Fill in Your Name & Email)
​(Fill in Your Address)
To:​​Robert Hingtgen, Planner III (Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov)
​San Diego County Planning and Development Services
Subject: ​Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
 
Dear Mr. Hingtgen,
I write to voice my strong objection to the proposed Cottonwood Sand Mine in Rancho San
Diego. It makes no sense that a major, long-term mining operation within yards of hundreds of
adult and child residents, an elementary school and already overcrowded and narrow roadways
is even considered. If approved, the mine will be operating for at least 12 years and possibly
longer. During that time an estimated 5.7 million tons of sand and rock will be excavated,
processed, loaded onto large, heavy trucks and exported to whatever site is willing to pay the
most. And although the owner states that he wants to reduce dependence on imported sand in
the County, there is no guarantee, nor requirement, that the product from this mining will stay
in San Diego County.
The proposed open pit excavations to 35 feet or more will have a demonstrably adverse impact
on the environment and community. The proposed heavy equipment and nearly 2000 feet of
conveyor belts will create an incredibly noisy and nerve-racking environment. This is
generally a rural community of large-lot houses with families, children, animals and even
horses. It is located adjacent to a National Wildlife Refuge. The resulting noise disruption to
the entire area will be felt immensely, along with the dust, smoke, dirt, particulate matter and
diesel fumes that will eventually permeate the community. It is unthinkable that these
operations are planned to begin at 7:00 AM. The animals and vegetation that now inhabit the
open space surrounding the proposed mine site will similarly suffer. Some species are
endangered, and the habitat destruction will have far-reaching and long-term impacts.
I am greatly concerned about the potential groundwater impact. While direct pollution from
the operation of the mining equipment is possible, disruption of existing flow patterns is
immediate and unavoidable. Many nearby residents have wells and depend upon the
groundwater to be available and potable. How can this project avoid negatively impacting the
Sweetwater Riverbed, a crucial source of transporting potable water to several communities?
And where is the concern or mitigation for any of the lost property value that this community
will unequivocally suffer?
The property owner points to the proposed reclamation efforts as somehow offsetting the
deleterious consequences of this open pit mine. But much of what will be done under the guise
of “reclamation” would be necessary in any event to support the planned development of the
property, which, after all, is the endgame for this property owner. I am sure from the owner’s
perspective this is good business, that is, to get paid for what you would otherwise have to pay
for yourself. But I would hope that from the County Planning and Development Services’
perspective this will be seen for what it is, exceedingly poor stewardship of the environment
and the physical well-being and safety of the community. I urge you to consider the serious
concerns of Safety, Traffic, Air/Water/Noise pollution, the impact to Plants and Wildlife, and
the inevitable Decrease to Property Values as you define the scope and content of this
proposed project’s Environmental Impact Report.
 

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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Sincerely,

Niveen 
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From: Lee Keil
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood Sand Mine November 4, 2019 EIR Public Scoping Meeting - Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2019 11:56:13 AM

November 21, 2019

Re:  Cottonwood Sand Mine November 4, 2019 EIR Public Scoping Meeting - Comments

Dear Sir:

Having spent the first half of my life struggling for breathe from asthma and alllergies, I am appalled at the
prospect of spending the rest of my life facing the prospect of lung disease and cancer from silica dust from sand
strip mining just yards away from my home. 

Silica is a very common mineral and is found in many materials such as soil, sand, rock, and granite.  From the
Center for Construction Research and Training, “The dust created by cutting, grinding, or otherwise disturbing
these minerals can contain crystalline silica particles.  It only takes a very small, respirable amount of airborne
silica dust to create a health hazard.  Recognizing that very small, respirable particles are hazardous, the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulation 29 CFR 1926.1153 requires construction
employers to keep worker exposures at or below a Permissible Exposure Level (PEL)..”  Surely if there are
hazards for workers there are hazards to us residents living around the strip mining.

The sand strip mining at Cottonwood would expose not only us residents but the elementary school children even
nearer the mining.

Additionally, our quality of life would be adversely impacted with the noise of the mining machinery at all hours, a
truck driving by every 2 to 5 minutes, the wear and tear on the roads, increased traffic, the hazards from the
increased traffic, reduction of property values.  

The negative environmental impact on the wet lands and nature preserve downstream is all to real.  I have witness
the so called reclamation of natural landscape in a portion of Irvine, CA.  It requires more than a bulldozer and
planting a few trees or bushed to restore a natural landscape that is strip mined.  It takes planning by
environmental experts and biologists.  If the mining operation goes bankrupt, what guarantees would be in place to
ensure reclamation?  A bond, escrow?

I am vehemently opposed to strip mining of sand at the former Cottonwood Golf Course.

Sincerely,

Lee Carley Keil
245 Sawgrass Street
Rancho San Diego, CA 92019
LCKsandiego@gmail.com

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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From: Lisa Kelley
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood Sandmine
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 10:59:31 PM

Dear Mr. Hingtgen,
I live in close proximity to the area that may become a sandmine. I travel the roads regularly and frequently to pick
my daughter up from Steele Canyon High School. Namely Willow Glen and Hillsdale Road. I implore you to not
allow this development. It will create a traffic nightmare and increase traffic accidents in our area. Not to mention
the pollution from machines working the sand, the particulate matter from the sand itself and the trucks transporting
it. Noise pollution will increase as well. Quality of life for nearby residents will go down and so will the property
values.

Please hear the community and deny this project from happening.

Thank you,
Lisa Kelley
2374 Indigo Drive
El Cajon CA 92019

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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From: Dana Knutson <danamknutson@cox.net> 
Date: November 22, 2019 at 5:03:43 PM PST 
To: info@stopcottonwoodsandmine.com 
Subject: Re: Community Input Needed! 

Huge concerns: air quality causing health issues; all of the homes near by; schools;  traffic on road not to 
mention wear and tare on the roads; Senior community. Housing prices will decline. Who is going to 
want to purchase a home with all the negative 
��� things going on??  This is outrageous that it is even 
considered!!  It’s dangerous and crazy.   
Sincerely, Dana Knutson  

 



From: JAMUL FEED
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood sand mine
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 11:55:59 AM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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From: Lori LeFeuvre
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 7:49:50 PM

Dear Mr. Hingtgen,

I am a resident of Steele Canyon Estates in Jamul.  This e-mail is to voice my objection to the
Cottonwood Sand Mining Project.  My biggest objections are the traffic it will cause and the
decrease in home values in this area.  But I know many others have been talked about. 

Thank you for listening,

Lori LeFeuvre

3205 Greystone Drive

Jamul, CA  91935

rhtcenter@cox.net

619-871-0091

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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From: JANE LIVIGNI
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
Date: Wednesday, November 06, 2019 3:54:42 PM

Dear Mr. Hintgen,

I am writing to voice my absolute objection to the proposed Cottonwood Sand Mining Project.
 It is amazing, to me, that such a project would be considered in this neighborhood.  The
proposed site is a designated open space, next to a wildlife preserve going along a California
Scenic Route.  The Sweetwater Reservoir comes through this area which makes it also a flood
zone.

When I purchased my home 21 years ago, I bought in Rancho San Diego because of all the
open space and peacefulness associated with this area.  To propose a sand mine truly seems
frivolous and contrary to this community.  The environmental hazard of such an operation to
the health of the residents let alone the noise levels is ridiculous.

The concern for the traffic and 176 truckloads of sand being shipped over 6 hours a day, five
days a week, amounts to a truck either coming or going every two minutes.  The absurdity of
this proposal is unbelievable. The damage to our homes, lungs and ears is noteworthy.

Property values, in this area, would be reduced.  The damage to the neighborhood and
community could be of such magnitude that the culture of the environment/residents would
change causing a migration from Rancho San Diego.  My last concern is what makes this a
viable project for the County: how much tax revenue would this bring to the bottom line of
San Diego County and is it such that it warrants this abhorrent proposal.

Sincerely,

Jane LiVigni

2301 Sawgrass Street

El Cajon, CA 92019

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the County network. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, forward
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From: Brian Lorenz
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Cc: Elizabeth Urquhart
Subject: Cottonwood Sand Mine Opposition
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 3:54:48 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Robert,
 
Thank you (and your colleagues) for facilitating the meeting last week and for hearing our concerns
regarding the proposed Cottonwood Sand Mine.
 
As a resident of the area for over 10 years, my family and I are deeply concerned about the idea of a
sand mine in our area. There are so many health, environmental, and economic concerns for area
residents, that it seems odd the County of San Diego would even entertain an application for such a
project. However, I do understand that the law and due process affords various parties the right to
apply to do anything. But this project, in particular, seems wildly inconsistent in relation to the
surrounding community; so much so that it cannot possibly fit any Master Plan—or a Plan of any
sort, for that matter.
 
As a business owner, I understand that businesses must exist in order to facilitate a tax base and
drive growth in a region. A fundamental fallacy is that we “need” the aggregate sand that would
come from this mine. However, there are dozens of sand mines already producing in the region,
there is an ample supply of inexpensive sand from Mexico, and there are many other identified
aggregate resource area in the county that are NOT IN IMMEDIATE PROXIMITY to so many residents.
In addition to rights, businesses have responsibilities. And, the County of San Diego is charged with
reviewing potential conflicts and/or violations on behalf of County residents to ensure that we are
protected from irresponsible businesses and business activities. A sand mine in and of itself is not a
bad thing. But, a sand mine in this tightly populated community is a horrible thing. Please consider
the impact of the proposed project ALONG WITH the impact of the existing area quarries and mining
projects and understand/realize/accept that this is not the place for such an operation.
 
As a cyclist in the area, I am deeply saddened at the possibility of a sand mine on Willow Glen Drive.
As you know, the shopping center at Jamacha Road and Willow Glen Dr is a popular staging area for
hundreds of cyclists every week. The addition of at least three new intersections along Willow Glen
with another 170 semi tractor trailer trips every day and the potential to spill sand on the road is a
recipe for disaster! Sand is a road cyclist’s natural enemy. It can and will cause serious crashes as
cyclists try to negotiate sand that has spilled from trailers. When a cyclist falls on Willow Glen, they
are laying on a road where most drivers are traveling 50+ mph. Traffic as it exists today leaves every
cyclist feeling grateful if they’ve ridden safely around the Great Western Loop, or up to Alpine and
back. To stack to odds against us even more by adding this additional traffic and its associated
hazards makes no sense whatsoever.
 
Just because a business has a right to apply for operation doesn’t give the owner the right to operate
that business; especially in the face of so many viable concerns, including a negative impact on our
evacuation route and the purposeful stirring up of a known carcinogen (silica).
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Thank you again for hearing me out last week at the meeting and for receiving my comments in this
letter.
 
On a personal note, it was great meeting you and I hope to ride with you at some point soon.
Best regards,
 
Brian Lorenz
President
619 306 8031
 
 

 
Lorenz Advertising
7839 University Ave
Suite 107
La Mesa, CA 91942
 
www.LorenzAdvertising.com
www.facebook.com/LorenzAdvertising

http://www.lorenzadvertising.com/


From: Frank Lucero
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 10:40:18 PM

Date:                    November 20, 2019 
From:                   Frank Lucero  flucero77@yahoo.com 

3158 Jamacha View Dr. El Cajon, CA 92019 
To:                        Robert Hingtgen, Planner III (Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov)  

San Diego County Planning and Development Services 
Subject: Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project 

 
Dear Mr. Hingtgen, 

Thank you for allowing the residents of Rancho San Diego (RSD) the opportunity to provide input
regarding the proposed Cottonwood Sand Mining Project. I’m contacting you because my family has
many concerns regarding the negative effects the sand mine project would have on the quality of
life, the ecological environment and my family’s health and safety. 

As a thirty-year resident of RSD, I have witnessed the transition from a semi-rural area to a suburban
community. The area had a rodeo, Boy Scout campgrounds and horse trails. Over time the rodeo
was replaced by Steele Canyon High School, homes were built on the campgrounds and surrounding
area and part of the horse trails were sold and developed into the RSD shopping center. The changes
were inevitable but welcomed. However, the sand mine project is incongruous with a community
that now includes condos, gated communities, two pre-schools and five elementary schools,
Hillsdale Middle School and Valhalla and Steele Canyon High Schools, Cuyamaca College, senior
centers and numerous churches. 

The excavation of the Cottonwood Golf course up to a depth of forty feet (visualize a four-story
building inverted), the construction of a conveyor to transport the sand onto the trucks, and the
increased noise and truck traffic will only have a negative impact on the RSD quality of life.  

As a retired math and science teacher, I am well aware of the existence of a fragile ecological
environment of the dedicated nature preserve and the Sweetwater River table area within the
proposed sand mine excavation.  Recently, the burrowing owl has been reintroduced into the area
and there are vernal pool habitats with the endangered fairy shrimp.  The sand mine project will
upend these habitats. 

My major concern with the sand mine project regards the negative effect it will have on the health
and safety of the RSD community. The riparian rights of surrounding families will be violated due to
ground water contamination used in wells, drinking and irrigation. Of grave concern is the silica dust
excavation byproduct. The American Lung Association identifies silica dust as a carcinogen.
Excavation site studies have revealed that silica dust is deposited onto the surface streets used by
sand-filled trucks. EPA analysis consistently confirms dangerous levels of silica particles in the air and
ground.  School-aged children and toddlers in the aforementioned schools, community members
and work place sites will be exposed to silica dust for a minimum of ten years with detrimental
results. People with respiratory issues will live a more endangered, shortened life. 

In summary, the Lucero family stands with the RSD community in opposition of the Cottonwood
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Frank Lucero 
YTSD Instructor/ Math Consultant 
Office (619) 244-7066

Sand Mining Project.
 
Thank you again for your attention to the stated concerns and inclusion into your report.  

Sincerely, 
Frank  Lucero 
 
 
 



From: Frank Lucero
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood Sand Mine Project
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 11:23:03 PM

Hi Mr. Hingtgen,

I already sent you a written communication for input into your report. I've included a
visual to show how beautiful the designated sand mine project area is after a winter
snowpack and rain. You can see the snow capped mountains in the upper left hand
part of the  picture. If you can, please include this picture so people have some sort of
visual perspective.

Mahalo, gracias, salamat and thank you.

Frank Lucero 
YTSD Instructor/ Math Consultant 
Office (619) 244-7066

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: flucero77@yahoo.com <flucero77@yahoo.com>
To: Frank Lucero <flucero77@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019, 05:51:32 PM PST
Subject:
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From: Devona Madalow
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: WillowGlen
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 6:48:43 PM

Hi Robert,

I am emailing you to refute the potential sand mine on Willowglen. I live at 2658 Sawgrass Street. This is a
neighborhood full of kids who play outside and seniors who enjoy themselves in their backyards.

The noise, dust and air quality will be hazardous and unwelcome in the neighborhood. I am pleading with you to
turn down this proposal.

My niece plays outside in the backyard on a daily basis. I will be reluctant to let her outside with the air quality and
constant rumbling that is to come.

I hope we together can change the county's mind. Please keep our neighborhood and community free of this sand
mine.

Sincerely,

Devona Madalow
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