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*P3a.     Description: [Continued from Page 1] 
The clubhouse is located near the center of the Ivanhoe Golf Course, adjacent 
to the parking lot, and houses a bar, restaurant, kitchen, restrooms, golf 
shop, and apartment. It is a contemporary style rectangular plan building 
with horizontal massing and an offset low-gabled roof with deep overhangs. 
The main structure is clad in brick, which is still visible on the western 
façade.  

A bump-out foyer on the western façade consists of metal-framed fixed and 
sliding windows above rough stone cladding on either side of aluminum-framed 
glass double doors (Figure 1). Additional aluminum-framed glass double doors 
on the south end of the west façade are modern. Additional entrances include 
single steel doors leading to restrooms, wood paneled doors to the apartment, 
and aluminum-framed glass doors to the golf shop. Rooftop equipment is 
screened by white-painted wood lattice. 

 
Figure 1. Cottonwood Clubhouse western façade, facing NE (CH-02, 11/19/2019) 

The eastern extension (1964-1966) has sliding aluminum-framed windows and 
aluminum-framed glass doors (Figure 2). A large portion of the eastern façade 
is constructed of picture windows set in a hinged frame, which open the 
entire wall of the restaurant inside. The northeast extension (1971-1980) has 
a single-width wooden garage door facing east. A 24’ x 24’ ‘tower’ (1971-
1980) added a second story to the eastern façade. It has a flat roof with 
deep overhangs and large fixed picture windows and is accessed by an exterior 
wooden staircase leading to a wood paneled door. The northern and eastern 
extensions and tower addition are all clad in vertical wood paneling with 
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narrow batten. The southwestern corner has been extended with simple plywood 
construction housing a kitchen area. 

The structure is surrounded by asphalt paving used for golf cart parking; 
railroad tie retaining walls; a small Astroturf patio on the west side; non-
native landscaping including palms, shrubs, and flowering vines; and 
concrete- and stone-lined water features. 

 
Figure 2. Cottonwood Clubhouse eastern façade, with driving range gazebo at 
right, facing W (CH-15, 11/19/2019) 

Just west of the clubhouse is a poured-concrete ADA-compliant ramp, sidewalk, 
and stairs to the parking lot, covered by a green wood-frame portico topped 
with white-painted wood lattice. Just east of the clubhouse is a tall metal-
framed vinyl-covered hipped-roof gazebo that served as shade for the driving 
range. The frame is rusty, the vinyl roof is torn at both ends, and the range 
has been abandoned, with dead grass and vegetation surrounded by a high net 
fence. South of the clubhouse is a fenced area for golf cart parking and 
several prefabricated steel sheds. 

Maintenance Facility 

South of the clubhouse, near the west end of the Ivanhoe Golf Course, is a 
facility for golf cart repair and course maintenance (Figure 3). The area is 
screened by tall trees and consists of three long sheds with open bays, two 
60-foot mobile homes, and several small shacks. Scattered around the area are 
shipping containers, RVs, abandoned vehicles, piles of lumber, and landscape 
maintenance equipment and supplies. 

A shack at the north end of the central sheds serves as an office. It is wood 
frame construction on concrete pier foundation with wood siding under an end-
gabled corrugated metal roof. The structure is in poor condition, with rotted 
lumber and a sagging porch. The southern row of sheds is modern, in fair 
condition, with steel roll-up doors and corrugated steel siding and roof over 
steel frame. The central row of sheds is corrugated metal roof and siding 
over wood frame on concrete foundation, in poor condition with rotting lumber 
and cracked concrete. The northern row is open front, wood frame, with 
corrugated metal back wall and roof, in poor condition with many roof panels 
missing. 
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Figure 3. Maintenance facility, office shack in center, facing SW (EC-06, 
11/19/2019) 

Restrooms 

The Lakes and Ivanhoe courses each have a small restroom structure (Figure 
4). These are both rectangular in plan, with brick construction on slab 
concrete foundation; red terracotta tile end-gable roof with wide eaves; and 
two metal doors. The Ivanhoe restroom is in fair condition: the exterior has 
rotted lumber, missing roof tiles, and rusted door hardware, but the interior 
has been reconstructed with modern tile and fixtures. The Lakes restroom is 
in poor condition, with broken and missing roof tiles, foundation water 
damage, and graffiti. 

 
Figure 4. Ivanhoe Golf Course restroom, facing S (EC-30, 11/19/2019) 
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The Ivanhoe Golf Course 

This is an 18-hole golf course designed by O. W. Moorman and A. C. Sears. It 
is par 72, covering 6,797 yards on Bermuda grass, making up the east half of 
the Cottonwood Golf Club (Figure 5). It is currently open and active. Course 
features include tee boxes, fairways, and putting greens; water hazards, sand 
bunkers, and non-native landscaping; and golf cart paths and narrow concrete-  

 
Figure 5. Ivanhoe Golf Course, 3rd fairway, facing N (IV-05, 11/19/2019) 

 
Figure 6. Cottonwood Golf Club, showing original wooden bridge feature, 1966 
(86:15877-836, San Diego History Center) 
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deck bridges. The bridges all appear to be modern replacements; historic 
photos show wooden bridges (Figure 6). Larger water features and the path of 
the Sweetwater River appear to be in the same location as originally 
constructed; other course features (tee boxes, sand bunkers, etc.) have 
likely been relocated over the decades. 

The Lakes Golf Course 

This is an 18-hole golf course designed by O. W. Moorman and A. C. Sears. It 
is par 71, covering 6,597 yards on Bermuda grass, making up the west half of 
the Cottonwood Golf Club. It is currently closed and unmaintained; the grass 
has been allowed to die and the landscaping is overgrown with weeds. Course 
features include tee boxes, fairways, and putting greens; water hazards, sand 
bunkers, and non-native landscaping; and golf cart paths and narrow concrete-
deck bridges (Figure 7). The bridges all appear to be modern replacements; 
historic photos show wooden bridges (Figure 6). Larger water features and the 
path of the Sweetwater River appear to be in the same location as originally 
constructed; other course features (tee boxes, sand bunkers, etc.) have 
likely been relocated over the decades. 

 
Figure 7. Modern golf cart bridge on The Lakes Golf Course, facing SE (LA-03, 
11/19/2019) 

Remaining features of the Cottonwood Golf Club include a parking lot adjacent 
to the clubhouse, accessed from Willow Glen Drive, and several high-voltage 
transmission lines that cross the property north-south on the west end of the 
Ivanhoe Golf Course. 

Historic aerials analysis (NETRonline 2019) 

Formerly part of the Jamacha Rancho, the property is shown primarily as river 
channel/floodplain and undeveloped land on 1928 and 1953 aerial photographs. 
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In the 1950s, the property began to be mined for construction aggregates on 
the south side of the river and west of Steele Canyon Road, and possibly 
adjacent to Willow Glen Drive on the western end of the property. Mineral 
extraction expanded to the east side of Steele Canyon Road by the early 
1960s. 

Construction of the golf courses began in 1962 with the Lakes Course 
(formerly the Monte Vista Course) on the western side of the property and the 
Ivanhoe Course on the eastern side of the property. The construction of the 
golf courses resulted in the Sweetwater River being confined to a narrower 
channel. Mining activities along Steele Canyon Road continued as both golf 
courses were developed, as shown on the 1966 aerial (NETROnline 2019). Since 
1964, the project site has been used as a public golf course. Sand extraction 
has continued at the site, allowing for the creation of water hazards and 
expanded fairways associated with golf course improvements. 

*B10. Significance: [Cont.] 
The resource does not represent a property type usually excluded from the 
National Register. It is not a religious property; has not been removed from 
its original location; is not the birthplace or grave of a historical figure; 
is not a cemetery; is not a reconstructed building; is not commemorative in 
intent; and has not achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

While the property has played a general role in the 1960s recreational 
development of San Diego County, it does not appear to be directly associated 
with events that have made significant contributions to the history of the area 
and is recommended ineligible for the CRHR under Criterion 1. 

While the Cottonwood Golf Club has occupied the property from original 
construction to the present, the club or its owners are not known to have 
influenced the history of the area. In addition, properties associated with 
living persons are usually not eligible for inclusion in the National Register. 
Therefore, 3121 Willow Glen Drive is recommended ineligible for the CRHR under 
Criterion 2. 

Cottonwood Golf Club is a modest example of a 1960s public golf resort and is 
not a unique or outstanding example of its type. It does not appear to be the 
work of a master architect, landscape architect, or craftsman or possess high 
artistic value. Course architects O. W. Moorman and A. C. Sears are not listed 
with the American Society of Golf Course Architects, and no other courses of 
their design could be located. Therefore, 3121 Willow Glen Drive is recommended 
ineligible for the CRHR under Criterion 3. 

The golf club is a common property type that has not yielded, and is not likely 
to yield, important information about history or prehistory that is not 
available through historic research and is recommended ineligible under 
Criterion 4. 

Integrity 

LOCATION: 3121 Willow Glen Drive retains integrity of location. The clubhouse, 
maintenance facility, and golf courses are in their constructed location. 

DESIGN: 3121 Willow Glen Drive retains integrity of design. The clubhouse and 
landscaping features maintain their spatial relationships. Even with the 
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addition of modern bridges, sheds, clubhouse expansions, and landscaping, the 
property’s historic function is apparent. 

SETTING: 3121 Willow Glen Drive retains integrity of setting. Even with the 
addition of residential tracts in the surrounding area, the basic physical 
conditions under which the property itself was built remain, and the property 
still retains the character of an exurban golf resort. 

MATERIALS: 3121 Willow Glen Drive does not retain integrity of materials. While 
some of the historic-era structures (maintenance facility office) retain most 
of their original construction materials, some structures (bridges) have been 
entirely replaced and modern additions to the clubhouse (extensions, tower) are 
significant and no longer reveal the construction preferences of those who 
built the structures or the materials available during the period of 
significance. 

WORKMANSHIP: 3121 Willow Glen Drive retains integrity of workmanship. Even with 
modern additions and material replacements, most structures still present 
evidence of 1960s construction methods. 

FEELING: 3121 Willow Glen Drive does not retain integrity of feeling. The 
construction of late 20th century residential tracts and custom estates 
surrounding the property, ridgetop development visible from the fairways, and 
the abandonment of landscape maintenance on The Lakes Golf Course have resulted 
in the loss of aesthetic and historic sense of a 1960s rural golf resort. 

ASSOCIATION: 3121 Willow Glen Drive retains integrity of association. Even with 
modern additions and modifications, the property still retains association with 
20th century exurban recreational development. 

*B12. References: [Cont.] 
NETRonline (2019) Historic Aerials Viewer. 
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer 
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B1. Historic Name:    Unknown.                                                                       
B2. Common Name:  None.                                                                        
B3. Original Use:     Single-family residence     B4.  Present Use:     Single-family residence                        
*B5. Architectural Style:   Vernacular                                                                     
*B6. Construction History:  Original residence constructed circa 1900-1928; 1953-1964 addition on 

the south façade of the residence.  

*B7. Moved?   ✓ No   �Yes   �Unknown   Date:    N/A         Original Location:   N/A           
*B8. Related Features:  A rectangular 80 x 30 foot, three-bay garage was constructed 60 feet 

south of the residence before 1953 (NETROnline) but does not look to be of the same 
age or quality of workmanship or material as the house. The garage is of wood 
construction, with a flat roof and wide eaves. The western bay is enclosed by a single 
wood board, tilt-up door (Figure 2, pg. 6). 

B9a. Architect:      Unknown                                   b. Builder: Unknown                          
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 Period of Significance  1900s-1920s    Property Type    Building     
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Criteria 1-4 and the Local Register (San Diego County) and does not meet the 
qualifications of a historical resources pursuant to CEQA or the San Diego County 
Resource Protection Ordinance (RPO). 

 As a single-family residence, 3629 Willow Glen Drive is best classified as a building. 
As a vernacular single-family residence in rural San Diego County, it can best be 
evaluated in a context of early twentieth century rural development. Appropriate 
national and state historical contexts for this type of residential architecture have 
previously been developed, including the National Register Bulletin Guidelines for 
Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes (McClelland et al. 1999) and A 
Historical Context and Archaeological Research Design for Agricultural Properties in 
California (Caltrans 2007). Additional information related to residential architecture 
was obtained from Houses without Names: Architectural Nomenclature and the 
Classification of America’s Common Houses (Hubka 2013) and A Field Guide to American 
Houses (McAlester 2015). [Cont.] 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP2. Single family property                                             
*B12. References: 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) (2007) A Historical Context and 
Archaeological Research Design for 
Agricultural Properties in California. 
Caltrans: Sacramento, California. 

B13. Remarks:  
Survey associated with proposal to demolish 
resource and develop a sand mine.  

*B14. Evaluator: K. Reinicke, M.S., RPA, and D. 
Mengers, M.A., RPA, DPPH 

*Date of Evaluation:    November 29, 2019                            
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