
    
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   
 

 
 

  

  

 were  not] 

 

   was not] 

  

 

 
 

  
 

  

  

2.

_______________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Print Form 

Notice of Determination Appendix D 

To: From: 
Office of Planning and Research Public Agency: ___________________________ 

Address: ________________________________U.S. Mail: 

P.O. Box 3044 

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

Street Address:  

1400 Tenth St., Rm  113  

Sacramento, CA 95814  

_______________________________________

Contact: _________________________________

Phone: __________________________________ 

County  Clerk  
Lead Agency (if different from above):   County of: _________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________ 

Contact: _________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________ 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public 
Resources Code. 

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse):______________________________ 

Project Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location (include county):_________________________________________________________ 

Project Description: 

This is to advise that the ____________________________________________  has approved the above
 (  Lead Agency or  Responsible Agency)  

described project on _______________ and has made the following determinations regarding the above 
 (date) 
described project. 

1. The project [  will  will not] have a significant effect on the environment. 

2.  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for  this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

 A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Mitigation measures [  were  made a condition of the approval of the project. 

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [  was  was not] adopted for this project. 

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [  was adopted for this project. 

6. Findings [  were  were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the 
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at: 

Signature (Public Agency): _____________________________ Title: ____________________________ 

Date:  _______________________________  Date Received for filing at OPR: ____________________ 

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011 





Date:

To:

From:

Subject:

MEMORANDUM 

March 19, 2026 

Hallie Richard, CSLRCD 

Lucy Barraza and Scott Smith, Stillwater Sciences 

Lower Chorro Creek Floodplain Resilience Project – SRGO PEIR Summary 

SRGO PEIR Summary 

The Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District (RCD) is pursuing the Lower Chorro Creek 
Floodplain Resilience Project (Project), a restoration project along lower Chorro Creek and San Bernardo 
Creek. The Project is currently in the design and planning phase and is currently being designed to 65 
percent. RCD is serving as the CEQA lead agency for this Project. 

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) developed a Statewide Restoration General 
Order (SRGO) to improve the efficiency of regulatory reviews for projects throughout the state that 
would restore aquatic or riparian resource functions and/or services. The Order establishes an 
authorization process for eligible environmentally beneficial restoration project types and associated 
measures to protect species and the environment. 

The State Water Board, as the CEQA lead agency (for Order development), prepared a Program 
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) pursuant to and consistent with the requirements of Section 15168 
of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

If the CEQA lead agency determines, under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, that the individual 
restoration project would result in no new significant effects and/or require no new mitigation measures 
beyond those identified in the PEIR, the activity could be approved as being within the scope of the PEIR. 
In such a case, the project would not require a new or additional environmental review (e.g., EIR, 
negative declaration, or mitigated negative declaration) and the CEQA lead agency would use the PEIR 
for the project’s CEQA compliance. 

RCD staff and the Project consultant conducted a consistency evaluation for the Project to determine if the 
project activities and potential impacts associated with the Project are within the scope of the PEIR. The 
consistency evaluation demonstrated the Project is consistent with the PEIR. All Project impacts are 
anticipated to be less than significant or less than significant with mitigation identified in the PEIR with 
the exception of potential impacts on species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species 
in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Although general and species protection measures required by 
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the SRGO and USFWS and National Marine Fisheries (NMFS) Programmatic Biological Opinions for 
restoration projects would most likely minimize or avoid impacts to special-status species, RCD identified 
impacts to special-status plant and wildlife species as significant and unavoidable out of an abundance of 
caution, which is consistent with the findings in the PEIR. Impacts to biological resources will be further 
evaluated as each phase of the project is further designed. Region 3 of the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, who are responsible for carrying out SRGO requests, concurred with RCD’s determination that the 
Project is consistent with the PEIR. 

The following mitigation measures from the PEIR are applicable and would be implemented by the 
Project: 

●​ AES-1 Minimize Degradation of Visual Quality 

●​ CUL-1 Conduct Inventory and Significance Evaluation of Architectural Resources 

●​ CUL-2 Conduct Inventory and Significance Evaluation of Archeological Resources  

●​ CUL-3 Implement Measures to Protect Archeological Resources During Project Construction or 
Operation 

●​ CUL-4 Implement Measures to Protect Human Remains during Project Construction or Operation  

●​ GEO-3 Conduct Individual Restoration Project Geotechnical Investigation and Report 

●​ GEO-4 Adhere to International Building Code 

●​ GEO-5 Conduct Expansive Clay Investigation 

●​ GEO-9 Conduct a General Project Level Analysis 

●​ GEO-10 Conduct Paleontological Resources Worker Training 

●​ HAZ-5 Coordinate with Applicable Federal, State, and Local Agencies and Districts 

●​ NOISE-1 Minimize Noise Conflicts 

●​ NOISE-3 Prepare Preconstruction Safety Plans 

●​ TRA-1 Prepare Construction Traffic Management Plan 

●​ TCR-1 Conduct Inventory and Significance Evaluation of Tribal Cultural Resources with Tribes that 
are Culturally and Geographically Affiliated with the Project Vicinity 

●​ TCR-2 Implement Measures to Protect Tribal Cultural Resources during Project Construction or 
Operation 

In summary, the RCD staff have made the following determinations regarding the Lower Chorro Creek 
Floodplain Resiliency Project: 

1.​ The PEIR for the Statewide Restoration General Order as prepared by State Water Resources 
Control Board was considered to satisfy the CEQA requirement for this Project. 

2.​ The Project meets the definition of a restoration project and meets all other applicable 
assumptions in the SRGO PEIR. 
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3.​ The Project will not result in any new or more severe environmental effects which were not 
previously analyzed as significant effects in the PEIR. 

4.​ No additional CEQA review is required for the Project. 

5.​ Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the PEIR. 

6.​ A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was adopted under the PEIR. 

7.​ A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted under the PEIR. 

8.​ Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
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	Resolution 26-01.pdf

	To Office of Planning and Research: On
	To County Clerk: On
	CountyClerkAddress1: 1055 Monterey Street
	CountyClerkAddress2: San Luis Obispo, CA 93408
	Project_Description: The project will increase resilience to flooding by enhancing floodplain and wetland functionality in the lower Chorro Creek watershed. The goal of the Project is to identify and develop nature-based solutions for increased floodplain resilience in the lower Chorro Creek watershed for the benefit of aquatic resources with the incidental protection of coastal communities and infrastructure. 

The following Project objectives
were developed to help guide the planning and design phase of this Project:
​
 Enhance the overall sediment dynamics of the system to support longevity and resiliency
of the Project and to manage sediment loads entering Morro Bay from Chorro Creek; ​
 Adapt to and be resilient against the effects of climate change and sea level rise;​
 Reduce fish stranding and re-naturalize the stream channel in areas where the channel has
been captured by roads and relic swales;​
 Enhance fish passage within the Project Area;​
 Enhance the main drainage channel as a more clearly defined primary flow path to
benefit steelhead;​
 Increase area and quality of aquatic, riparian, and wetland habitats;​
 Reduce erosional pressures leading to levee and berm breaching;
 Reduce creek channel confinement and redirect flows into the natural system, indirectly
reducing overall flood water elevations across the Project Area;
 Employ co-beneficial treatment types and runoff best management practices to enhance
water quality, specifically related to water quality issues identified in the Total Maximum
Daily Load report (CCRWQCB 2024);
 Reduce peak flow, sediment loads, and debris loads on culvert and bridge infrastructure;
and
 Enhance drainage during high-flow (storm) events.
	described project on: March 27, 2026
	Lead Agency: On
	Responsible Agency: Off
	will: Off
	will not have a significant effect on the environment: On
	An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA: Off
	A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA: Off
	were: On
	were not made a condition of the approval of the project: Off
	was: On
	was not adopted for this project: Off
	was_2: On
	was not adopted for this project_2: Off
	were_2: On
	were not made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA: Off
	Date Received for filing at OPR: April 24th, 2026
	Date: April 24th, 2026
	From Public Agency: CSLRCD
	PubAgencyAddress1: 1203 Main St, Ste B
	PubAgencyAddress2: Morro Bay, CA, 93442
	FromContact: Hallie Richard
	Phone: (805)772-4391
	County of: San Luis Obispo 
	Lead Agency if different from above: Same as a bove
	LeadAgencyAddress1: 
	LeadAgencyAddress2: 
	Lead Agency Contact: 
	Lead Agency Phone: 
	Project Title: Lower Chorro Creek Floodplain Resilience Project
	State Clearinghouse Number if submitted to State Clearinghouse: 
	Project Location include county: Chorro Creek watershed, San Luis Obispo County
	Project Applicant: Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District
	This is to advise that the: Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District
	negative Declaration is available to the General Public at: 1203 Main st, ste B, Morro Bay CA, 93442
	Title: Executive Director


