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To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate 

Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

 

 

 

From: 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

North Central Region 

1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A 

Rancho Cordova, CA  95670 

Contact: Zach Kearns 

Phone: (916) 358-1134 

Email: zachary.kearns@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Lead Agency: 

State Water Resources Control Board 

P.O. Box 100 

Sacramento, CA  95812-2000 

Contact: Jessica Nadolski 

Phone: (916) 341-5290 

Email: jessica.nadolski@waterboards.ca.gov

 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21108 

 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2019100230 

Project Title: Willow Bend Floodplain Reconnection Project (Restoration Management 

Permit No. RMP-2026-0049-R2 (RMP)) 

Project Location: The approximately 80-acre Project Site is located between river mile 

158.3 and 158.7 on the east side of and adjacent to the Sacramento River. The Project is 

located in the City of Stegeman, County of Colusa, State of California; centered at 

approximately Latitude 39.345673 and Longitude -122.027079; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 

012-160-043-000, 012-170-044-000, and 012-170-066-000. 

Project Description: The Project is designed to reconnect a backchannel to the 

Sacramento River and restore and enhance native fish habitat and natural floodplain 

processes to the area. The Project consists of reconnecting approximately 2,500 linear 

feet of a historically active but disconnected backchannel. The Project will restore 

seasonal floodplain connectivity, improve juvenile salmonid rearing habitat, eliminate 

fish stranding hazards created by artificial barriers, and restore natural geomorphic and 

hydrologic processes within the Sacramento River floodplain. The Project will improve 

ecological function, increase habitat complexity and diversity, restore natural river 

processes, and support the recovery of native fish and wildlife species within the 

Sacramento River ecosystem. The Project intends to restore and enhance 1.65 acres of 

terrestrial and aquatic habitat. 

On August 16, 2022, the State Water Resources Control Board, acting as a Lead 

Agency, certified a Program Environmental Impact Report for its Order for Clean Water 

Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Waste Discharge Requirements for 

Restoration Projects Statewide (Order) (PEIR) and adopted the Order. On August 1, 

2025, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, acting as a Responsible 

Agency, determined that the Project was within the scope of the PEIR, issued a Notice 
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of Applicability (NOA) authorizing enrollment of the Project under the Order, and filed a 

Notice of Determination on the CEQAnet Web Portal for that issuance of an NOA. On 

the date signed below, CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, issued the RMP 

described above to Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency for the Project and made the 

following determinations regarding the Project: 

1. The Project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is 

limited to effects within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a responsible agency. 

2. The State Water Resources Control Board prepared the PEIR for the Order. 

3. CDFW made additional mitigation measures a condition of CDFW’s approval of the 

Project. 

4. CDFW adopted a mitigation monitoring and reporting program for CDFW’s approval 

of the Project. 

5. CDFW did not adopt a statement of overriding considerations for CDFW’s approval of 

the Project. 

6. CDFW made findings pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21081, 

subdivision (a), for CDFW’s approval of the Project.  

 

The PEIR prepared by the State Water Resources Control Board for the Order is available 

to the general public at the office location listed above for the State Water Resources 

Control Board. CDFW’s administrative record of proceedings related to the RMP is 

available to the public for review at the office location listed above for CDFW’s North 

Central Region. 

 

 

Signature          Date:     

Morgan Kilgour, PhD, Regional Manager 

Region 2: North Central Region                                                                    
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