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THIS SPACE FOR CLERK'S USE ONLY 

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with the County Clerk-Recorder 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Project Title 

SYPHON RESERVOIR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

Check Document being Filed: 

(!) Environmental Impact Report (EIR ) 

Q Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declara tion (ND) 

Q Notice of Exemption (NOE) 

Q Other (Please fi ll in type): 

FILED 
AUG 2 7 2024 

HUGH NGUY\~. RK-RECOROFP. 

BY: -~ - D•T1Jr,· 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE 

COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER ON August 27· 2024 

Posted for ~ days 

DEPUTY VG 

Filing fees are due at the time a Notice of Determination/ Exemption is filed with our office.For more information 
on filing fees and No Effect Determ inations, please refer to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 753.5. 



a 
IRWD 

Irvine Ranch Water District 
Notice of Dete1mination 

FILED 
AUG 2 7 2024 

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK- ,,~COl<DER. 

BY: ~ ----·- c·~r1:-r• 

----~ .o,_· -----"L?.l'-'-- ~O.i:ange..Coun.ty-Clerk.Recotder ____ ,@_()ffice...of-E.Janning..and.Resear~----------

From: 

County Administration South 1400 Tenth Street, Room 12 1 
60 l N Ross Street Sacramento, CA 95814 
Santa Ana, CA 9270 I 

Irvine Ranch Water District 
Water Resources & Environmental 
Compliance 
15600 Sand Canyon Avenue 
Irvine, CA 92618 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code. 

PROJECT TITLE: Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 2019080009 

PROJECT LOCATION - Specific: The proposed project would be built within the IR WO service area at the site of the 
existing Syphon Reservoir, located in unincorporated County of Orange, California, on the northeast side of Portola Parkway 
between Bee Canyon Access Road and State Route 133. The proposed project 's Offsite Mitigation is located at the 33.4-acre 
IRWD property in the San Joaquin Marsh south of Campus Drive in the City oflrvine. 
PROJECT LOCATION - City/County: City oflrvine / Orange County, CA 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project would increase the capacity of the existing recycled water reservoir from 
approximately 500 acre-feet (AF) to 5,000 AF. The proposed project would replace the existing engineered dam with a new 
engineered dam, increasing the existing 59-foot dam height to 136 feet and increasing the elevation of the dam crest from the 
existing 388 feet above mean sea level (ams!) to 466 feet ams!. A new spillway would be included with the new dam to protect 
the reservoir from overtopping. As part of the new design, the engineered embankment dam would include a seepage control 
drainage system and a circulation system for the reservoir. The existing strainer and disinfection facilities would be demolished, 
reconstructed and expanded at the toe of the new dam to provide filtration and disinfection. Additional project features include 
new onsite access and maintenance roads; wetland and riparian mitigation areas; and potential recreational facilities. 

Environmental review of the proposed construction for the offsite habitat has been completed, and Addendum No. I to the 
Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project' s Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared. The purpose of 
Addendtun No. I is to describe and evaluate the potential environmental effects associated with the construction of the proposed 
off-site mitigation habitat. The FEIR determined that construction of the expanded reservoir would result in impacts to woody 
riparian and freshwater marsh habitats and specified that creation of both on-site and off-site riparian / wetland habitat would 
be needed to assure that no net loss of such habitats would occur and to provide appropriate compensation for temporary loss 
of habitat value. Mitigation Measure BI0-4 in the FEIR stated that off-site land would be set aside for creation or restoration 
of habitat. In 2023 , after consu ltation with United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the off-site mitigation area was selected at the 33.4-acre IRWD property in the San Joaquin 
Marsh south of Campus Drive. USFWS and CDFW have accepted the overall mitigation package in concept and agreed that 
the implementation of proposed onsite riparian / wetland mitigation and off-site mitigation at the San Joaquin Marsh site, would 
adequately compensate for all impacts to riparian and wetland habitat and associated wildlife identified in the FEIR. 



PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: Irvine Ranch Water District 
PROJECT APPLICANT: Irvine Ranch Water District PHONE: (949) 453-5300 
PROJECT APPROVAL: This is to advise that on July 26, 202 1, the Irvine Ranch Water District's Board of Directors, at its 
meeting, acting as the Lead Agency, has made the following determinations regarding the Syphon Reservoir Improvement 
project: 

(a) The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
(b) An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this pr~ject pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
(c) Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the project. 
(d) A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was adopted for this project. 
( e) A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted for this project. 
(f) Findings were made pmsuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

On August 26, 2024, the Irvine Ranch Water District's Board of Directors, at its meeting, approved the Addendum No. I to 
the Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project Final Environmental Impact Report and the following determinations were made 
in connection with the Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project: 

(a) The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
(b) An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
(c) Mitigation measures were made a condjtion of the approval of the project. 
(d) A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was adopted for this project. 
( e) A statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted for thjs project. 
(f) Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

Based upon the evidence submitted and as demonstrated by the analysis included in Addendum No. I, none of the conditions 
described in Sections 15162 or 15163 of the State. CEQA Guidelines calling for the preparation of a subsequent or 
supplemental EIR or negative declaration have occurred; specifically: 

(a) The Syphon Reservoir Off-Site Mitigation does not represent a substantive change in the Syphon Reservoir Improvement 
Project that would require major revisions to the CEQA Documents because of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; 
(b) There have not been any substantja] changes with respect to the circumstances under which the Syphon Reservoir 
Improvement Project would be undertaken that require m~jor revisions to the CEQA documents due to the involvement of 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; and 
(c) There is no new infonnation of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known \.vith the 
exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project EIR was certified as complete or 
adopted, that shows any of the following: (i) the Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project Off-Site Mitigation will have one or 
more significant effects not discussed in the Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project EIR; (ii) significant effects previously 
examined will be substantially more severe than shown in the Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project EIR or the other 
CEQA Documents. 

STAFF CONTACT PERSON: Andy Uk, Environmental Compliance Analyst PHONE: 949-453-5326 

Environmental Compliance 
Analyst 

Title 

August 27, 2024 

Date 

FILED 
AUG 2 7 2024 

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER 

BY: ____ ---'\fl\'----\-.----OEPUTY 



HUGH NGUYEN 
CLERK-RECORDER 

IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT 
15600 SAND CANYON AVE 
IRVINE, CA 92618 

Office of the Orange County Clerk-Recorder 
Memorandum 

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF DETERMINATION - EIR 

The attached notice was received, filed and a copy was posted on 07/27/2021 

It remained posted for 30 (thirty) days. 

Hugh Nguyen 
Clerk - Recorder 
In and for the County of Orange 

By: Sandra Lopez Deputy 

Public Resource Code 21092.3 

BIRTH AND DEATH RECORDS 

FICTITIOUS BUS I NESS NAMES 

MARR IAGE LICENSES/RECOR DS 

NOTARY REGISTRAT I ON 

ORANGE COUNTY ARCHIVES 

PA SSPORTS 

PROPERTY RECORDS 

FILED 
AUG; 2 7 202~ 

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER 

B~ ~ 
Q~f----DEPun 

The notice required pursuant to Sections 21080.4 and 21092 for an environmental impact report shall be posted in 
the office oftbe County Clerk of each county*** in which the project will be located and shall remain posted for 
a period of30 days. The notice required pursuant to Section 21092 for a negative declaration shall be so posted 
for a period of 20 days, unless otherwise required by law to be posted for 30 days. The County Clerk shall post 
notices within 24 hours of receipt. 

Public Resource Code 21152 

All notices filed pursuant to this section shall be available for public inspection, and shall be posted *** within 24 
hours of receipt in the office of the County Clerk. Each notice shall remain posted for a period of 30 days. 
*** Thereafter, the clerk shall return the notice to the local lead agency*** within a notation of the period it was 
posted. The local lead agency shall retain the notice for not less than nine months. 

Additions or changes by underline; deletions by*** 

(714) 834-2500 • FAX : (714) 834·2675 • OCRECORDER . COM • OCARCHIVES. COM 



Recorded in Official Records, Orange County 

11i1l11mrm1i~i~rnrnm11mr11111 ,1111111111111111 3445. 2 

ORANGE COUNTY 
CLERK-RECORDER 

CEQA FILING COVER SHEET 

* $ R O O 1 3 0 2 5 7 1 1 $ * 
202185000581 8:34 am 07/27/21 
135 11A Z02 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

THIS SPACE FOR CLERK'S USE ONLY 

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with the County Clerk-Recorder 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Project Title 

SYPHON RESERVOIR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

Check Document being Filed: 

@ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

Q Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declaration (ND) 

Q Notice of Exemption (NOE) 

Q Other (Please fill in type): 

FILED 
AUG 2 7 2024 

. HUGH NGUYEN, E·RECOROE> 

BY. DffUI · 

FILED POSTED 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE 

COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER ON July 27, 2021 

Posted July 27, 2021 
Removed ------

Returned to agency on---------­
DEPUTY SANDRA VALENCIA LOPEZ 

R DEPARTMENT 

Filing fees are due at the time a Notice of Determination/Exemption Is filed with our office.For more information 
on flllng fees and No Effect Determinations, please refer to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 753.5. 



' State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 
2021 ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/21} Previously DFG 753.5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY 

IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT 
I LEADAGENCY EMAIL 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

!Orange __J 

PROJECT TITLE 

SYPHON RESERVOIR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

30 - 07/27/2021 - 0562 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

2019080009 
DATE 

07/27/2021 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 

202185000581 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(949) 453-5326 IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT 
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

15600 SAND CANYON AVE 
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

D Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

El Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

0 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

IRVINE 

0 Other Special District 

0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

D Exempt from fee 

D Notice of Exemption (attach) 

0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

0 Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

D County documentary handling fee 

D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

I
STATE 

CA 

ZIP CODE 

92618 

0 State Agency D Private Entity 

$3,445.25 

$2,480.25 

$1 ,171 .25 

$ _______ 3.:..,.,4_4_5._2_5 
$ ________ o_.o_o 
$ ________ o._oo_ 

$850.00 $ 0.00 

$ 

$ 

El Check O Other TOT AL RECEIVED $ 3,445.25 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

X DEPUTY CLERK, SANDRA VALENCIA LOPEZ 

ORIGINAL· PROJECT APPLICANT COPY· CDFW/ASB COPY· LEAD AGENCY COPY • COUNTY CLERK OFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012021) 



Notice of Determination BY: 

TO: 
181 Office of Planning and Research 
For U.S. Mail: Street Address: 
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814 

181 County Clerk 
County of: _Oc.,;:,r""an""g""e ____________ _ 
Address: 601 N. Ross St. 
Santa Ana CA 92701 

FILED 

RK·RECORDER DEPARTMENT 

DEPUTY Appendix D 

FROM: 
Public Agency: Irvine Ranch Water District 

Address: 15600 Sand Canyon Ave. 
Irvine, CA 92618 
Contact: Jo Ann Corey 
Phone: (949) 453-5326 
Lead Agency (ifa1Iferent from above): 

Address: ------- - - --------

Contact: --------- - - -----­
Phone: 

Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 2 1 I 08 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code. 

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): .cc:2.;;__0_::__19'-0'--'8""0-"0.;;__09"--- --- --------­

Project Title: Syphon Reservoir Improvement Project 

Project Location (include county): The proposed project would be built within the IRWD service area at the site of the 
existing Syphon Reservoir, located in unincorporated County of Orange, California, 
on the northeast side of Portola Parkway between Bee Canyon Access Road and State 
Route 133. 

Project Description: The proposed project would increase the capacity of the existing recycled water reservoir from 
approximately 500 acre-feet (AF) to 5,000 AF. The proposed project would replace the existing 
engineered dam with a new engineered dam, increasing the existing 59-foot dam height to 136 feet 
and increasing the elevation of the dam crest from the existing 388 feet above mean sea level (ams!) 
to 466 feet amsl. A new spillway would be included with the new dam to protect the reservoir from 
overtopping. As part of the new design, the engineered embankment dam would include a seepage 
control drainage system and a circulation system for the reservoir. The existing strainer and 
disinfection facilities would be demolished, reconstructed and expanded at the toe of the new dam to 
provide filtration and disinfection. Additional project features include new onsite access and 
maintenance roads; wetland and riparian mitigation areas; and potential recreational facilities. 

This is to advise that the Irvine Ranch Water District has approved the above described project on 
([8] Lead Agency or D Responsible Agency) 

July 26, 2021 and has made the following determinations regarding the above described projects. 
(Date) 

I. The project [0 will [8J will not] have a significant effect on the environment. 
2. [8J An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

D A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQ~ Q S T E D 
3. Mitigation measures [[8] were D were not] made a condition of the approval of the project" 
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[8] was D was not] adopted for this project. 
5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [D was [8J was not] adopted for this project. 7 2021 6. Findings [[8] were D were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

I 

~ 
D 

(Y) 

RECORDER DEPARTMENT 

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Section 21000-2 l l 74, Public Resources Code. 



This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the Negative 
Declaration, is available to the General Public at: 
In Person: Irvine Ranch Water District, 15600 Sand Canyon Ave., Irvine, CA 92618 
Electronically: https://www.irwd.com/construction/syphon-reservoir-improvement-project 

Signature (Public Agency) ~ Title: Environmental Compliance Analyst 

Date: July 27, 2021 Date Received filing at OPR: _ __________ _ _ 

Authori ty cited: Seclion 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Seclion 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. 

FILED 



Orange County 
Clerk-Recorder's Office 

Hugh Nguy e n 

601 N. Ross Street 
9 2 701 

County 

Final ization : 20210000408290 
- --1-----------------------"H~ 

135 llA 

Item Title Count 

1 Z02 l 
EIR: Environ.mental Impact 

Report 

Document ID 

DOC# 2 02185000581 

Time Recor ded 8:34 am 

•rotal 

Payment ·~ roe 

Cl·,, tendered 
II 187469 

Amount Due 

THANK YOU 

Amount 

3445.25 

3445.25 

Amour1t 

3445.25 

0 .00 

PLEASE RETAIN THIS RECEIPT 
FOR YOUR RECORDS 

'""''w. ,x:recc,rder . ,::om 


