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SCH # 2019059130

Project Title: Watsonville Slough System Managed Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Projects

Lead Agency: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency

Contact Name: Bran Lockwood

lockwood@pvwater.org 831-772-9292

Email: Phone Number:

Outside of Watsonville, CA in unincorporated Santa Cruz County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Throughout much of the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin, groundwater levels have declined as a result of long-term
groundwater overdraft. Overdraft conditions result in seawater intrusion, groundwater quality degradation, and
groundwater storage depletion. The primary purpose of the Watsonville Slough System Managed Aquifer Recharge and
Recovery Projects (comprised of the Harkins Slough Facilities Upgrades Project and Struve Slough Project) is to help
balance the groundwater basin, prevent further seawater intrusion, and help meet the water supply needs in the Pajaro
Valley. The Projects are located in Unincorporated Santa Cruz County. The Harkins Slough Project would include
upgrades at the Harkins Slough pump station, installation of filter screens, installation of a backwash and raw water
pipeline from the filter plant at the Harkins Slough pump station to an existing gravity sewer in West Beach Street, and
construction of two new recharge basins and associated recovery wells, monitoring wells, and pipelines. The Struve
Slough Project would develop Struve Slough as a water supply source by installing a new screened intake, new pump
station, a pipeline to connect the new pump station at Struve Slough to the Harkins Slough pump station, a pipeline to
connect the Harkins Slough pump station to the recharge basins, and a new recharge basin and associated recovery
wells, monitoring wells, and pipelines.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Draft EIR finds that the Project would result in significant or potentially significant environmental impacts related to
surface water, groundwater, and water quality; biological resources; geology and soils; hazards and hazardous materials;
noise and vibration; transportation and traffic; cultural resources; tribal cultural resources; and aesthetics, and
recommends the implementation of feasible mitigation measures to either avoid or reduce impacts to a
less-than-significant levels. The 28 new mitigation measures proposed as part of the Projects and 6 revised adopted
mitigation measures can be found in Table S-1 of the Draft EIR, and throughout Chapter 3, Environmental Setting,
Impacts, and Mitigation Measures. The Draft EIR also determines that Project implementation would have significant and
unavoidable impacts related to the conversion of Important Farmland to nonagricultural use even with implementation of
mitigation measures. None of the Project components are on sites listed under Section 65962.5 of the Government
Code.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Issues raised in comments on the NOP and in the public meetings included the following:
« Estimated success of the proposed recharge basins;

* Water quality (i.e., salinity) in Harkin Slough; and

» Adverse effects on biological resources.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serivce: National Marine Fisheries Service
State Historic Preservation Officer

State Water Resources Control Board: Division of Water Rights
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Regional Water Quality Control Board

Santa Cruz County

California Coastal Commission
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