
 

 

State Water Resources Control Board 

Notice of Determination 

To: Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: State Water Resources Control Board 
P.O. Box 2000 
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 
Contact: Savannah Downey 
Email: savannah.downey@waterboards.ca.gov  
Phone: (916) 322-1585 

Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 of the Public 
Resources Code 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2019059010 

Project Title: PG&E McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project Relicensing (FERC Project No. 
2106) 

Project Applicant: Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Project Location (include county): McCloud River, Iron Canyon Creek, and Pit River; 
McCloud, CA; Shasta and Siskiyou Counties (see Figure 1-1, attached) 

Project Description: The existing McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project is owned and 
operated by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) and is located on the 
McCloud River, Iron Canyon Creek, and Pit River, in Shasta and Siskiyou Counties, 
California. The McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project has a generation capacity of up to 
368 megawatts and consists of three power-generating developments that include two 
storage reservoirs (McCloud and Iron Canyon), two regulating reservoirs (Pit 6 and 
Pit 7), one afterbay (Pit 7), three powerhouses (James B. Black, Pit 6, and Pit 7), five 
dams (Pit 6, Pit 7, Pit 7 Afterbay, Iron Canyon, and McCloud), two tunnels, associated 
equipment and transmission facilities, and five associated recreation facilities. The 
McCloud-Pit Hydroelectric Project transfers water from the McCloud River basin to the 
lower Pit River basin. Water moves from McCloud Reservoir on the McCloud River to 
Iron Canyon Reservoir on Iron Canyon Creek, a tributary to the Pit River, via the 
McCloud Tunnel. Water from Iron Canyon Reservoir moves via the Iron Canyon Tunnel 
to the James B. Black Powerhouse, located on the Pit River just upstream of PG&E’s 
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Pit 3, 4, 5 Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 233) Pit 5 Powerhouse, where it 
moves through the Pit 6 and Pit 7 Powerhouses and enters Shasta Lake. 

The Project evaluated in the SEIR includes continued operation of the McCloud-Pit 
Hydroelectric Project with revised minimum instream flows, improvements to existing 
recreation facilities (Tarantula Gulch Boat Launch and Day Use Area at McCloud 
Reservoir, Hawkins Landing Campground at Iron Canyon Reservoir, Hawkins Boat 
Launch at Iron Canyon Reservoir, Deadlun Campground at Iron Canyon Reservoir, and 
Fenders Flat Day Use Area below Pit 7 Afterbay), construction of new recreation 
facilities (including river access areas, day use areas, campgrounds, and boat 
launches), and implementation of 13 new environmental management plans. 

The Project is undergoing relicensing before the Federal Regulatory Energy 
Commission (FERC). The original FERC license for the Project expired on 
July 31, 2011. Since then, the Project has operated under annual licenses issued by 
FERC. The SEIR evaluates potential impacts associated with the Project’s relicensing. 

This is to advise that the State Water Resources Control Board, as Lead Agency, has 
approved the above-described project on June 17, 2026, and has made the following 
determinations regarding the above-described project. 

1. The Project will have a significant effect on the environment. 
2. A Subsequent Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project 

pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the project. 
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was adopted for this project. 
5. A statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project. 
6. Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

This is to certify that the final SEIR with comments and responses and record of project 
approval is available to the General Public at: 
1001 I Street, 2nd Floor, Room 2-114, Sacramento, CA 95814 and 
https://waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/. 

 

Parker Thaler, Environmental Program Manager 

June 17, 2026 

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. 
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FIGURE 1-1 
McCloud-Pit Project Location 


