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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 2019049006

Project Title: Interstate 5/El Toro Road Interchange Project

Lead Agency: Caltrans, District 12

Contact Name; GaPriela Duran

Email: gabriela.duran@dot.ca.gov Phone Number: 949-556-1176

Lake Forest, Laguna Hills, Laguna Woods Orange
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

the project proposes to modify and improve the existing interchange between post miles (PMs) 17.8 and 19.7 within the
cities of Lake Forest, Laguna Woods, and Laguna Hills in Orange County, California. The Project limits on Interstate 5
extend from approximately 0.2 mile south of the Los Alisos Boulevard overcrossing (PM 17.8) to approximately 0.2 mile
south of the Lake Forest Drive overcrossing (PM 19.7), a distance of approximately 1.9 miles. Two Build Alternatives
(Build Alternative 1: Southbound I-5 Hook Ramps, including design option 1a, Build Alternative 3: TSM and TDM) and
the No-Build Alternative are being considered. The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic flow and traffic
signal optimization, to improve traffic mobility at and through adjacent local street intersections, to reduce freeway ramp
queuing, and apply technology to help manage traffic demand.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Build Alternatives (including Design Option 1a) would have no effect on agriculture and forest resources, biological
resources, population and housing, land use and planning, and wildfires.

In addition, the Build Alternatives (including Design Option 1a) would have a less than significant effect on aesthetics, air
quality, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, GHG emissions, hydrology/water quality, noise, public services,
recreation, hazards and hazardous materials, transportation and traffic, mineral resources, tribal cultural resources,
utilities and service systems, and mandatory findings of significance.

With the following mitigation measure incorporated, the Build Alternatives (including Design Option 1a) would have less
than significant effects on geology and soils (paleontological resources) (PAL-1).
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

One area of controversy was the lack of consensus on a preferred alternative following circulation of the 2019 initial
study/EA, which led to reevaluation of the Project and development of the current Build Alternatives. Accordingly,
Caltrans determined that preparation of an EIR was appropriate.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.




