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IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS: Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the environment? 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mi le of an existing 
or proposed school? 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials 
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a 
result, wou Id it create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving wild land fires? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

Initial Study 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Setting: Hazards are those physical safety factors that can cause injury or death, and while by themselves in isolation may not pose 
a significant safety hazard to the public, when combined with development of projects can exacerbate hazardous conditions. 
Hazardous materials are typically chemicals or processes that are used or generated by a project that could pose harm to people, 

worki ng at the site or on adjacent areas. Many of these chemicals can cause hazardous conditions to occur should t hey be 
improperly disposed of or accidentally spilled as part of project development or operations. Hazardous materials are also those 

listed as hazardous pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. 

Lists of hazardous materials are maintained by federal and state agencies and are available for publ ic review. The US Environmental 

Protect ion Agency (USEPA) maintains a database of hazardous materials as well as radiologica l materials as part of its RCRAlnfo 
database (USEPA, 2018). The State of Californ ia Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) maintains a list of hazardous 
substances and contaminated sites as part of its Envirostor database (DTSC, 2018), as well as other hazardous and wast e sites being 

overseen by the various State Water Resources Control Board which are inventoried in t heir Geotracker database (SWRCB, 2018). 
These databases are available to the publ ic for review. No hazardous facili ties or sites have been documented to be present at the 

project site, however, the site formerly contained an underground fue l storage tank (UST) that was identified as part of the State of 
California Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) program. Documentation on the Geotracker data base indicates that this is a 

"Closed Case" meaning that the site has been cleaned up or remediated and a hazard or contamination from this case no longer 

exists. 

The CALFIRE Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP), delineates the project area as a part of a designated "Very High Fire 

Hazard Severity Zone" (VHFHSZ). The FRAP designates lands in three general classifications, "Moderate", "High" and "Very High" 
Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Fire suppression for the area is provided by a combination of f irst responders such as CALFIRE 
(designated as a State Responsibility Area), with additional fire fighting support from nearby the US Forest Service (USFS) stations, 

and local volunteer fire companies. 
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Additionally, the Trinity County General Plan-Safety Element discusses wildland fires and outlines Wildland Urban Interface Zones 
Fuels Treatment Goals (Safety Plan, 2002) that describe fuel treatment activities around residential and other structures. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department and other agency staff, information provided by the applicant, 
existing information available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the 
following findings can be made: 

a) Small quantities of potentially hazardous substances (e.g., petroleum, chemicals used to operate and maintain vehicles and 
equipment) would be used at the project site, but none of these materials will be stored at the project facilities in quantities to 
be considered a significant hazard. Fertilizers are used during cultivation operations and are purchased and transported to the 
site as needed, with none stored onsite after use. Fertilizer is commercially available Maxsea All Purpose Plant Food in 100-
pound containers. Pest management consists of applications of commercially available neem oil, sulfur and citric acid. The 
products are listed by the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) as "Legal to Use on Cannabis." The applicant 
states that these are routinely purchased and utilized onsite but are not stored in quantity. Application of fertilizers and 
pesticides are used on cultivation areas only. Applicant has stated that used fertilizer and chemical containers are disposed of 
according to manufacturer's requirements. Compliance with standard transport and handling procedures of the chemical 
manufacturers and standard conditions of approval through the various County cannabis ordinances and DPR requirements 
would ensure that impacts would not be significant. 

b) The proposed project could expose workers, the public, or the environment to hazardous materials through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment. Small quantities 
of potentially hazardous substances (e.g., petroleum and other chemicals used to operate and maintain equipment, fertilizers 
and pesticides) would be used at the proposed project site. Accidental releases of these substances could potentially 
contaminate soils and degrade the quality of surface water and groundwater, resulting in a public safety hazard. Compliance 
with standard safety procedures, hazardous materials handling regulations, and pesticide application requirements would 
ensure that impacts would not be significant. 

c) The proposed project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or 
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. No impacts would occur in this regard. 

d) The proposed project is not located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites and would not create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment. No impacts would occur in this regard. 

e) The proposed project is not located within two miles of a public or private airport. No impacts would occur in this regard. 

f) There are no indications at this time that the proposed project would impair implementation of, or physically interfere, with an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. There would be no impact from this project and there would 
be no impact to users of the project site. 

g) The majority of the site has been previously disturbed by onsite agricultural activities. Development of the project will comply 
with State Fire Safe Standards for protection of life and property from wildfires through maintaining appropriate vegetation 
management around proposed greenhouse structures, the availability and accessibility of onsite water storage (i.e., existing 
pond, water storage tanks), and other actions required for fire protection/suppression actions as may be determined by the 
County or CALFIRE, Through implementation of fire safe standards, the project will not be at significant risk of damage from 
wildfire and the project would not cause significant wildfire risk to the area from project related activities and be in compliance 
with the County General Plan Safety Element. Based on this evaluation the project would contribute to a less than significant 
impact related to increased wildfire risk in the area. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Hazards and Hazardous Materials were found to be less 
than significant because of the project size, location and limited scope of potential impact. 

References: 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation. Cannabis Pesticides that are Legal to Use. December 2017. [Online]: 
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/cannabis. Accessed: March 1, 2019. 

Holliday Cannabis CUP Project 28 



TRINITY COUNTY 
Department of Planning 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation. Legal Pest Management Practices for Marijuana Growers in California. 2015. 

California Department of Toxics Substances Control (DTSC). Envirostor Database. 2018. 

State of California Fire and Resource Assessment Program. State Responsibility Areas. 2012. 

State of California Fire and Resource Assessment Program. Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 2007. 

State Water Resources Control Board. Geotracker Database. 2018 

Trinity County. General Plan Safety Element. Revised March 2002. 

Trinity County. General Plan Circulation Element. Revised 2002. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-826. Enacted December 4, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-827. Enacted January 3, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-833. Enacted June19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019. 

USEPA. RCRA Database. 2018. 
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X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER UALITY: Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or 
otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality? 

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially 
with groundwater recharge such the project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or 
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would: 

i. Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; 

ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would resu lt in flooding on- or offsite; 

iii. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity 
of existing planned stormwater drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or 

iv. Impede or redirect flood flows? 

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due 
to project inundation? 

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan 
or sustainable groundwater management plan? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

X 

X 

Initial Study 

X 

X 

X 

Setting: The project is on private lands surrounded by minimal development and National Forest land. The nearest water source 

is a tributary of McDonald Creek which runs north-south through the western portion of the project area. There are no stream 

crossings or additional water diversions proposed as a part of this project. 

Impacts to water quality associated with cannabis cultivation activities proposed by the Project were initia lly regulated by the 

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) under Order No. 2015-0023 and are required to transition to 

regulations of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Order No. WQ 2017-0023-DWQ by July, 2019 as applicable to 

cannabis production . Additionally, the Cannabis Ordinances developed by the County identify specific requirements for water 

use and quality, including compliance with Senate Bill 94 (SB 94) and any applicable NCRWQCB or SWRCB regulations in effect. 

The project applicant has also completed a Water Resource Protection Plan (WRPP) for the operations at the project site, in 

compliance with the conditions outlined in Order 2015-0023. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department and other agency staff, information provided by the applicant, 

existing information available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the 

following findings can be made: 

a) The proposed project is served by an existing onsite septic system for the treatment of domestic wastewater. Additional ly, the 

applicant has had a WRPP completed for the site and the current operations. The plan documents that the applicant has been 

working on improvements outlined in the plan and there is an agreement in place between the applicant and CDFW. The 

Regional Water Quality Control Board has determined that the proposed project is exempt from the Construction General 

Permit Order; however the applicant is required to comply with the requirements of the Regional Order No. Rl-2015-0023 

which requi res dischargers to implement Appendix B: Best Management Practices fo r Discharges of Waste Resulting from 
Cannabis Cultivation and Associated Activities or Operations with Similar Environmental Effects. Based on the above, the 

project will have a less than significant impact. 

b) Water service for the proposed project is provided by two existing water diversions. Water is carried from these diversions to 

a storage pond and several storage tanks. There are no existing groundwater wells and none are proposed as part of the 

project. There w ill be no impact to groundwater resources. 
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c) No significant land alteration is proposed by this project; land alteration has occurred with the historical developments at the 
site and the proposed use will continue to operate within existing facilities. There will be a less than significant impact. 

• The project activities will be required to comply with the standard provisions of the County Cannabis Ordinances as well 
as Regional Order No. Rl-2015-0023 which requ ires dischargers to implement Appendix B: Best Management Practices 
for Discharges of Waste Resulting from Cannabis Cultivation and Associated Activities or Operations with Similar 
Environmental Effects. Implementation of these standard conditions wi ll result in the protection of water quality and 
not impact drainage patterns or surface runoff. 

• The project does not include the addition of impervious surfaces or any other structural changes that would cause an 
increase in the volume or flow rate of any runoff. 

• Due to the rural locat ion of the project and t he nature of the agricultural activities there are no stormwater drainage 
systems which wou ld be impacted by the proposed project. The project does not include any features which would 
cause the addition of polluted runoff to the stormwater runoff or a drainage system. 

• The project does not propose any features which would impede or redirect flood flows. 

d) Flood zones are geographic areas that FEMA has defined according to varying levels of flood risk. These zones are depicted on a 
community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Each zone reflects the anticipated t ype of flooding in the area. As depicted on 
the FEMA Flood Zones maps for the area, the project site is in Zone D and not in a floodway, 100-year flood zone, or the 500-
year flood zone. Zone D areas are those in which flood hazards are undetermined, but possible. This ranking has a lower 
potential for flooding than the Zone X (areas outside of the 0.2% annual chance floodplain). Based upon this information, and 
the location of the project site well out of the Trinity River floodplain, there no risk of release of pollutants due to project 
inundation. No impact would occur. 

e) The location of the project sit e is in an area where inundation from dam fa ilures will not occur because the project site will be 
situated well above the floodplain of the Trinity River. There are no levees near the proposed project. The t hreat of a tsunami 
wave is not applicable to inland areas; there is no potential for the generation of a seiche. No impact has been identified. 

M itigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts wou ld be less than significant. 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated Hydrology and Water Quality were found to be less t han 
significant. 

References: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. 2010. Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Map Number 06105C07S0E, Revised January 20, 
2010. 

State of California. Regional Water Quality Control Board Order No. 2015-0023. 

State of California. State Water Resources Control Board Order No. WQ 2017-0023-DWQ. [Online): 
https:// www. wa terboards. ca .gov/water issues/progra ms/canna bis/docs/fina ladoptedcango 101717. pd f 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-826. Enacted December 4, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-827. Enacted January 3, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-833. Enacted June19, 2018. 
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Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019. 
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XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING: Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? 

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any 
land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

Initial Study 

X 

X 

Setting: The project site is located on the southern end of the community of Burnt Ranch. Development surrounding the subject 
site is generally limited due to the large parcel size {200 acres) and the surrounding property largely being within the Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest. The project site is surrounded by County General Plan designated Resource (RE) lands with Unclassified {U) zoning 
with minimal development. There are minimal commercial and public service developments in the community of Burnt Ranch. 

The project site has been designated Resource (RE) land by the County General Plan and zoned for Agricultura l Preserve {AP). Both 
the County General Plan and Zoning Districts did not specifically anticipate development of commercial cannabis when these land 
use plans and zoning districts were developed. In response to California State Law that allows commercial cannabis activities under 
permitted and controlled conditions, Trinity County developed County-specific ordinances to regulate commercial cannabis 
cultivation, testing, nurseries, manufacturing, distribution, microbusiness, events and sales within the County. Ordinances 315-823, 
315-829, 315-830 and 315-841 regulate cultivation and are all specifically titled "An Ordinance of the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Trinity Amending Zoning Ordinance No. 315 Creating Section 28: Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Regulations," wh ile 
Ordinances 315-826, 315-827 and 315-833 regulate cannabis nurseries and are all specifically titled "An Ordinance of the Board of 
Supervisors of the County of Trinity amending Section 43.4 of Trinity County Zoning Ordinance No. 315 Regarding Wholesale 
Cannabis Nurseries and Resale of Auxiliary Nursery Products." All of these ordinances are referred to, collectively, in this section as 
the "Cannabis Ordinance." 

The Cannabis Ordinance, in combination with the provisions of the General Plan and requirements of the Zoning Districts are used to 
determine appropriate land uses of cannabis operations in Trinity County. An applicant can apply for a Use Permit for cannabis 
cultivation and nursery operations under the Cannabis Ordinance, including a variance to the provisions and requirements of the 
Cannabis Ordinance, with approval at the discretion of the County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicin ity, the following findings can be 
made: 

a) The project does not have the potential to physically divide an established community; the project does not propose to divide 
land or rezone the parcel. Access to the site is limited and the land surrounding the property on three sides is National Forest. 
No impact has been identified. 

c) The County's General Plan serves as the overall gu iding policy document for land use and development. The subject property is 
designated in the General Plan as Resource (RE) land and is zoned for Agricultu ral Preserve (AP). The surrounding properties all 
have Unclassified {U) zoning and are identified as RE in the Genera l Plan. The properties that border the project site to the 
south, east, and west are public lands managed by the US Forest Service. As the proposed project includes a relatively minor 
expansion of agricultural related activit ies onsite, t he project is considered consistent with the County AP zoning and the 
actions allowed under the Wil liamson Act contract for the site. Additional ly, the project wi ll not conflict with any conservation 
plans as there is no Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan for the area. 

The project as proposed does not comply with the Trinity County Ordinance 315-823, requiring a 500 ft setback from the 
property line for Type- 3 (medium, or up to one acre of canopy) cannabis cultivation. The applicant has submitted an 
application for a variance. As a condition of approval for the Use Permit, the variance will need to be approved by t he County 
before the applicant can proceed with the proposed project. Based on the proposed uses of the project, the proposed project 
does not conflict with the land use designations for the proj ect site. Therefore, no impacts would occur in this regard. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Land Use and Planning were found to be less than 
significant as the project is compatible with the current land use designations. 

References: 
Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance Na. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance Na. 315-826. Enacted December 4, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance Na. 315-827. Enacted January 3, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-833. Enacted June19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019. 
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XII. MINERAL RESOURCES: Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that 
would be of value to the region and the residents of the State? 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a local ly-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local General Plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

Initial Study 

X 

X 

Setting: Mineral production has historically been a significant part of the economy of the County but has waned in the last 75 years. 

Historically, the County has seen a wide array of mineral production, including asbestos, chromite, copper, sand and gravel, limestone and 
manganese to name a few. The proposed project site has historically been used for agricultural purposes. The project area has not been 
designated by the State or Trinity County as an area of significant mineral resources or an area of locally important minerals. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Depart ment, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be 
made: 

a-b) A mineral resource is land on which known deposits of commercially viable mineral or aggregate deposits exist. The 
designation is applied to sites determined by the California Geological Survey as being a resource of regional significance and is 

intended to help maintain any quarrying operations and protect them from encroachment of incompatible uses. The project 
would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and t he residents of 

the State and would not result in the loss of availability of a loca lly-important mineral resource recovery site. The site has not 
been designated as an important mineral resource recovery site by a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan or by the 
State of California. No impact has been identified. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation it was determined that there were no impacts associated with Mineral Resources. 

References: 
California Geological Survey. Mineral Land Classifications. 2018. 

National Resource Conservation Service. WebSoil Survey. [Online]: 

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda .gov/app/WebSoilSu rvey.aspx.Accessed: January 30, 2019. 

Trinity County. General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element. 
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XIII. NOISE: Would the project result in: 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of 
standards established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

b) Generation of excessive ground borne vibration or ground borne 
noise levels 

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an 
airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would 
the project expose people residing or working in the project area 
to excessive noise levels? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than• 
Significant 

Impact 

X 

Initial Study 

X 

X 

Setting: Noise impacts are those that exceed general plan or other local ordinances developed to provide reasonable control of noise to 
residences, parks, open spaces and other specific designated sites. Noise sources typically include roadways, freeways, schools, industrial 
and commercial operations and other facilities that can generate noise. The Trinity County General Plan Noise Element and the Cannabis 

Ordinances provide guidelines and direction for noise sources and attenuation requirements for various uses. Projects proposed for 
development within the County will have their development evaluated to determine potential conformance with the Noise Element and as 

necessary, specific conditions of approval will be placed on projects. 

In the vicinity of the project, noise generation sources are varied and consist of vehicle traffic along SR-299 and County Roads, and any 
maintenance activities on surrounding residential and forest service lands. The flat terrain of the area allows noise to travel distance, 

without attenuation due to structures or vegetation. 

Residential developments, schools and hospitals are considered sensitive noise receptors as these are locations where people sleep or 
typically expect quiet conditions. Sensitive noise conditions are typically at night and measured as indoor levels in decibels (dB). The 
nearest sensitive receptors to the project site are residential developments (approximately 1000 ft to the north of the property line) and 

the Burnt Ranch Elementary School (approximately 1 mile from the property line). 

Discussion: Based on a f ield review by the Planning Department and other agency staff, information provided by the applicant, 
existing information available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the 

following findings can be made: 

a) The nearest offsite sensitive receptor is a residence approximately 1000 ft north of the property line. Project generated noise may be 
heard at these residences, but normal cannabis operations are not considered a significant noise generation source because the daily 
activities are generally hand operations with minimal equipment use. The project will not have any onsite generators, therefore there 
will be no noise associated with stationary generation devices. Minor amounts of noise could be generated from the development of 

hoop-houses for cultivation and nursery activities, but this noise is time limited to facility construction and daytime hours, then is 
ceased. Assuming a generation of noise during the construction period of 80 dBA at the proposed project site, construction noise is 
calculated to be reduced to 24 dBA at the property line (north towards the residence) and further reduced to 19dBA at the exterior of 

the residence. These levels are below the General Plan Noise Element maximum limits for noise at residential sites. Implementation 
of standard conditions of the various cannabis ordinances and review by County for compliance during operations will reduce impacts 

to less than significant. 

b) Ground borne vibrations are usually associated with heavy vehicle traffic (including railroad traffic), and w ith heavy equipment 
operations. The proposed project does not include activities that would result in groundborne vibration, such as pile driving or heavy 

construction equipment. Therefore, there will be no impact. 

c) The proposed project is not located within the vicinity of a private or public airport or airstrip. No impacts would occur in this 

regard. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Noise were found to be less than significant. 

References: 
Environmental Protection Agency, Noise Effects Handbook. USEPA, Revised 1981. [Online]: 
www.nonoise.org/library/handbook/handbook.htm 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance Na. 315-826. Enacted December 4, 2017. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-827. Enacted January 3, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance Na. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-833. Enacted June 19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018. 

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance Na. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019. 

Trinity County. General Plan Noise Element. 2003. 
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XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING: Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

Initial Study 

Potentially 
Potentially 

Less-Than-
Significant Impact No 

Significant 
Unless M itigation 

Significant 
Impact 

Impact 
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Impact 
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X 

Sett ing: The community of Burnt Ranch has a population of approximately 281 persons based on the 2010 US Census Data, this was 
an increase from 177 people in 2000. The median household income is $37,723 per year. Housing throughout the area is primarily 
individual rural residences on larger lots and parcels of land. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be 
made: 

a) Implementation of the proposed project would result in the development and use of existing lands and facilities, with no new 
housing being proposed. Three (3) permanent workers and approximately seven (7) seasonal workers are proposed for this 
project, and the applicant states that these workers will come from the existing local population. If these employees do not 
already live in the area, they would be required to find off-site housing as no housing is proposed by the project. Based on the 
information provided, and evaluation of the area, there are no growth-inducing impacts associated with this project. 

b) The project site is currently developed with historical agricultural uses, cannabis crops, and associated agricultural buildings 
and a single-family residence. The proposed project would not displace any people or existing housing, as none is located at 
the project site; the existing housing onsite would be retained for use by two of the permanent employees. No impact has been 
identified. 

M itigat ion Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

Findings: Based on the information reviewed for the Population and Housing resource, the project will have no impact. 

References: 
US Census Bureau. American Fact Finder. [Online]: https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

Accessed : February 1, 2019. 
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XV. PUBLIC SERVICES: Would the project result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need far new or physical~y ~ltered go~ernmental 
facilities, the construction of which could couse significant env,ron_mentol 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance objectives for any of the public services: _ 

Fire Protection? 

Police Protection? 

Schools? 

Parks? 

Other public facilities? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Initial Study 

X 

Setting: The project site is located on the southern end of t he community of Burnt Ranch, which has public services available to 
residential, commercial and industrial users. Fire protection is provided by CALFIRE; the US Forest Service has a fire station in the 
vicinity (Salyer Ranger Station) and the nearest volunteer fire department is the Hawkins Bar Volunteer department which provides 
mutual aid services. Law enforcement to the area is provided by the Trinity County Sheriff's Department and the Cal ifornia Highway 
Patrol. There are no medical services in the immediate vicinity, with the nearest medical services provided approximately 16 miles 
west in the community of Willow Creek, which has a medical clinic. The nearest hospital is located in Weaverville, approximately 40 
miles east. Burnt Ranch Elementary School serves grades K-8, with high schools located in both Weavervi lle and Hoopa, California. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be 
made: 

Fire and Police Protection: 

Fire and police protection services to the proposed project are currently provided by County, State and Federal agencies and private 
emergency responders. Development of the project within t he commun ity is not expected to significantly increase the demand for 
these protection services. As required by the County Cannabis Ordinance for Nursery facilities, security measures must be in place 
for nursery operations including fencing, sufficient to restrict access and deter trespass and theft of Cannabis or Cannabis products. 
A security plan is required for this operation and must be approved by the County Board of Supervisors, as a standard condition of 
approval, after the Conditional Use Permit is issued. Based on these factors and standard conditions, impacts are considered less 
than significant. 

Schools: 

Burnt Ranch Elementary and Trinity High School provide primary education to students in the area. While the development of this 
project could attract employees with families that may have school age children, and those students may contribute to the total 
student enrollment in these schools, the implementation of the proposed project is not expected to result in a significant increase in 
the number of school-age children as the result of three (3) permanent employees who work and may also reside with in the school 
districts. Therefore, the potential impacts are considered less than significant. 

Parks: 

There are no developed parks in the vicinity of the project site, and the proposed project will not increase the intensity of the land 
use, impacts to parks and recreational facili ties in the project area would remain at existing co nditions; no new residential uses are 
proposed. The proposed project would not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities. Therefore, there is no impact. 

Other public facilities: 

The proposed project does not involve a substantial change in the land use, does not substantially increase the numbers of people 
employed in the region, and does not create or require new housing or related facilities, an increased demand on public facilities is 
unlikely to occur. There would be a less than significant impact to other public services related to this project. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Initial Study 

Findings: Based on the evaluations above for Public Services the impacts associated with development of the project were found to 
be less than significant. 

References: 
California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. State Responsibility Area Viewer. [Online]: 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/firepreventionfee/sraviewer _launch. Accessed January 30, 2019. 

Klamath-Trinity Joint Unified School District. [Online]: www.ktjusd.k12.ca.us. Accessed March 5, 2019. 

Trinity County. General Plan Safety Element. Revised March 2002. 

Trinity County Office of Education. [Online]: www.tcoek12.org. Accessed February 26, 2019. 
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XVI. RECREATION: 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might have 
an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

Initia l Study 

X 

X 

Setting: There are no developed recreation specific parks or facilities near the project. The nearest developed site is the Burnt 
Ranch Elementary School that has play equipment and sports fields. Other dispersed recreation facilities are National Forest 
campgrounds, day use sites and river access points along the Trinity River. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
avai lable to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be 
made: 

a) The proposed project does not propose to add significant new numbers of people that would require housing and ancillary 
recreation facilities, therefore the proposed project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or 
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. 

b) The proposed project would not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities 
which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation it was determined that there were no impacts associated with Recreation. 

References: 

Trinity County. General Plan Open Space and Conservation. 

USDA Forest Service, Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Recreation. [Online]: https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/stnf/recreation 
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XVII. TRANSPORTATION RAFFIC: Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing 
the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment )? 

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact Unless 
M itigation 

Incorporated 

Less-Than­
Significant 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

Initial Study 

X 

Setting: The project site is located on private property that has existing access to Kaut Road (a Trinity County road}. Kaut Road 
is currently accessed by three other parcels and connects to Underwood Mountain Road (a County road} which intersects with 

SR-299, the main east/west transportation route in the region. 

The Trinity County General Plan, Circulation Element was last updated in 2002 to address changes to state requirements for regional 
transportation planning and to address other changes to the Circulation element. The Circulation Element does not address vehicle 
miles traveled {VMT}. 

Public transit services are provided by the County through Trinity Transit, which provides daily bus service from Willow Creek to 
Weaverville with two route stops in Burnt Ranch. Other private transit carriers also operate in Trinity County to provide services to 
the elderly, disabled, school children and others. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicin ity, the following findings can be 

made: 

a-b) Project approval would allow for the development of a cannabis cultivation site and cannabis nursery on existing agricultural 
land. As this project does not propose the development of new roads or easements there is no conflict with the current 
Circulation Element of the General Plan. The facility is expected to employ three employees during a majority of the year with a 
maximum of ten employees during peak harvest season; this will not cause a significant increase in traffic or require changes to 

any roadways, public transit, or pedestrian facilities. 

Since the proposed project is a continuation of an existing cannabis development, the impacts to VMT are similar to t he 
existing condition. While some additional traffic can be anticipated with final product transport off of the site, the impacts are 
not considered significant. This is due to the remote nature of the proposed project, which is isolated from existing commerce 
areas {Willow Creek and Weaverville. Vehicles must currently travel to these destinations (or in cases farther to Redding and 
Eureka}, to access goods and the incremental increase in traffic is not anticipated to be significant. Also, new employees (as 
well as seasonal employees} are presumed to be from the local Burnt Ranch population and would not cause significant 
additional traffic in the area. Impacts from development of this project are considered less than sign ificant. 

c) The proposed project has not proposed any new roads and does not propose or require any realignment of existing roads that 
might cause hazards to geometric design features or have incompatible uses. No significant hazards are anticipated with the 
development of this project; the project would have a less than significant impact. 

d) Adequate existing access is provided to the site with State, County and onsite private roads. The project does not change th e 
existing access to the project site; therefore, the ability for emergency vehicles and personnel to access the subject property 
will remain at existing condition levels upon completion of the proposed project. The project will be required to comply with 
State and local Fire Safe Standards and applicable regulations for emergency vehicle access to the project sites including 
implementation of requirements by the Trinity County Department of Transport ation and as directed by CALFIRE for 
compliance with State Fire Safe Standards. No impacts are anticipated in this regard. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Initial Study 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Transportation and Traffic were found to be less than 
significant. 

References: 
Trinity County. General Plan Circulation Element. Revised 2002. 
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XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES: Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in 
Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scape of the 
landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.l(k), or 

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American tribe. 

Potentially 
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Impact 

Potentially 
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X 

Initial Study 

Discussion: The County circulated an AB 52 notification to interested Tribal entities on January 14, 2018. No responses were 
received within the 30-day comment period requesting formal consultation under the provision of AB 52. Additional Tribal outreach 
occurred during the development of the Cultural Resources Assessment (Natural Investigations Company), and those efforts and 

results are discussed in Section V, Cultural Resources. 

Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information available to the 
Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be made: 

a) The County circulated an AB 52 notification to interested Tribal entities on January 14, 2018. No responses were received 
within the 30-day comment period requesting formal consultation under the provision of AB 52. Based on the lack of 
response, and the additional Tribal outreach during development of the Cultu ral Resources Assessment for the proposed 
project, there are no known historical resources that are listed, or eligible for listing, on the California Register of Historical 
Resources. Mitigation measures were developed for the potential future location of cultural resources, and are identified in 
Section V of th is document. Based on the lack of response by Tribal entities and lack of known resources, impacts are 

anticipated to be less than significant. 

b) Trin ity County (as lead agency) has determined that there are no resources present that are considered significant, and no 
additional mitigation or project modifications are required. Mitigation measures for cultural resources are provided in 
Section V, Cultural Resources section for development of this project that are considered to be sufficient to protect unknown 
future cultural resources that may be found at the project site. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts wou ld be less than significant. 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Tribal Cultural Resources were found to be less than 
significant. M itigation measures for the protection of currently unknown but discovered resources are provided for in Section IV­

Cultural Resources. 

References: 
Natural Investigations Company. Cultural Resources Assessment for the Cannabis Cultivation Operation at 610 Kaut Road Project. 

Ju ly 2018. 
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XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS: Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

b) Have sufficient water supplies avai lable to serve the project 
and reasonably foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in 
addition to the provider's existing commitments? 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of loca l infrastructure, or otherwise 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 

e) Comply with Federal, State, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

Initial Study 

Potentially Potentially 
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Setting: Limited public utilities and service systems are provided and available in the area of the project. Pacific Gas & Electric 
(PG&E) provides elect ric power service to Burnt Ranch, no piped natural gas is provided. The Trinity County Solid Waste Department 
provides solid waste services at County landfil ls, with wast e disposal by private waste haulers or individuals. Cannabis waste is not 
permitted at County landfills. 

Water is provided to the site through permitted spring and creek diversions. Wastewater is disposed of th rough an existing 
residential onsite septic system. 

Discussion: Based on a field review by the Planning Department, information provided by the applicant, existing information 
available to the Planning Department, and observations made on the project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be 
made: 

a) The proposed project has an existing onsite septic system that disposes of domestic wastewater. This system would continue 
to be utilized for the three permanent workers at the site and the seven seasonal workers, and is not proposed to be expanded 
to accommodate ot her future onsite uses. Should t he applicant need to expand the system, they would be required to follow 
standard County procedures for septic system development as provided for by the Trinity County Department of 
Environmental Health. It is the applicants' responsibility to continue to provide normal maintenance and repairs to t he septic 
system. The applicant has indicated that no other wastewater would be generated, as the bulk of the water used onsite will be 
for irrigation. The proposed project is currently served by existing water supplies and systems that are privately owned and 
operated by the applicant, and there would be no impact on other water systems. There is sufficient power provided to the 
site for the proposed project, and there are no stationary generators proposed for the project. Based on the cu rrent 
anticipated uses at the site, there would be no impact. 

b) Implementation of the proposed project would not require new infrastructure to support water service. Water is cu rrent ly 
provided to the site by a permitted spring diversion, the water is then directed to a 5,000 gallon storage tank for domestic use. 
Additionally, there is a creek diversion that provides water for irrigation. This diversion al lows for a maximum diversion rate of 
300 gallons per day between May 15

th 
and October 31st during the annual forbearance period . Water for irrigation is provided 

by this diversion and is stored in a 75,000 gallon pond. The 75,000 gallon pond is of sufficient capacity to provide irrigation 
water during the forbearance period. There is a 2,500 gallon water tank on the property for fire suppression. Should there be 
new uses of the water the applicant will be required to apply for a revision to their existing permit with the Department of 
Water Rights. Based on the water available to the proposed project, impacts are anticipated to be less than significant. 
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c) The proposed project is served by an onsite septic system that is owned by the applicant; there are no impacts to 
community/public wastewater systems, as there are none in the area. The applicant shall ensure that the existing septic 
system meets the requirements of Trinity County Environmental Health Department, within 60 days of issuance of the use 
permit. 

d) Non-cannabis solid waste produced by the project would be disposed of at existing solid waste facilities as other residential and 
commercial solid waste is currently handled in the County. Sending the solid waste stream to existing permitted facilities, 
either by existing contract haulers or self disposal, will ensure that the project does not violate any federal, State or local 
statutes related to solid waste. The project will also develop onsite composting of organic debris from the cannabis cultivation 
operations, which will reduce the solid waste impact to the landfills. Based on the above, the impact to solid waste services will 
be less than significant. 

e) The County regulates and operates programs that promote the proper disposal of toxic and hazardous materials from 
households, including those created by the project. There are no current waste reduction plans or statues in place in the 
County. However, should they be implemented the proposed project would comply with local statutes and regulations related 
to solid waste. Less than significant impacts are anticipated in this regard. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Utilities and Service Systems were found to be less than 
significant. 

References: 
Trinity County Solid Waste. [Online]: https://www.trintycounty.org/Solid-Waste. Accessed February 10, 2019. 

Holliday Cannabis CUP Project 46 



TRINITY COUNTY 
Department of Planning 

XX. WILDFIRE: If located in or near state responsibility oreos or 
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the 
project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

b) Due to slope, prevai ling winds, and other factors, exacerbate 
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to 
pollutant concentrations from a wi ldfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

c) Requi re the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
sources, power lines or other uti lities ) that may exacerbate 
fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to 
the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result 
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

Initial Study 
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The proposed project is located in an area designated as being in the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ), as identified by 
the CALFIRE Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP) Fire Hazard Severity Zones in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) (CALFIRE 
2007). However, the majority of land in Trinity County has a designation of VHFHSZ (for both SRA and non-SRA lands) including the 
existing resident ial parcels and undeveloped timbered parcels in the area surrounding the project in the Burnt Ranch area. Fire 
hydrants in the County are limited to highly developed areas, and none are located in the area of the project. However, th e County 
General Plan has taken this fact into consideration as a part of the Trinity County General Plan Safety Element. In addition to t he 
local General Plan, the State of California has developed Fire Safe Standards (Public Resource Code Sections 4290 and 4291) which 
dictate development in rural areas throughou t the state, and require veget ation clearing, onsite water sto rage requ irements and 
other building and development standards. 

Discussion: Based on the analysis undertaken as part of th is Initia l Study t he, following findings can be made: 

a) Based on the Trinity County General Plan Safety Element, both Underwood Mountain Road and SR-299 are considered Major 
Evacuation Routes. As the project wil l not impact t raffic intensity on either of these roadways or impai r access to these 
roadways or surrounding properties, the project is not expected to impair the emergency evacuation plan. 
Due to the location of the project the impacts are considered to be less than significant. 

b) The project area has been previously developed and the proposed project does not propose changes to the project site or 
surrounding property that would exacerbate wildfire risks. Due to the landscape of the site, developed agricultural lands 
adjacent to forest lands, there is no reason to believe that the project would expose project occupants to elevated 
concentrations of pollutants from a wildfire. The Trinity River canyon (which includes Burnt Ranch), has a recent history of 
significant smoke impacts to public health from wildfires in t he region. However, there is no significant change to the site from 
the proposed project that would lead to the project exacerbating wildfires and related pollutant contamination. Based on past 
land uses at the site and in the area t hat have cleared flammable vegetation, including conformance with State and County fire 
safe standards, the project wi ll result in impacts that are less than significant. 

c) The project does not include the addition of new roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sou rces, power lines or other utilities. 
Currently on the site there is a 2,500-gallon water storage tank for use in fire suppression. There are no temporary or ongoing 
activities that will exacerbate the fire ri sk in the area, impacts are considered less than significant. 

d) The location of the proposed project does not fall within a FEMA flood zone, nor are there any sheer or unstable cliffs in the 
immediate area. There is no reason to believe that occupants or structures would be exposed to significant risks from flooding 
or landslides as a result of post-fire runoff, impacts are considered to be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are requ ired. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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Findings: Based upon the review of the information above the implementation of the project will have a less than significant impact 
with respect to Wildfire. 

References: 
California Public Resources Code, Division 4, Forests, Forestry and Range and Forage Lands. Part 2 Protection of Forest, Range and 

Forage Lands. Chapter 2, Hazardous Fire Areas, Sections 4251-4290.5. 

California Public Resources Code, Division 4, Forests, Forestry and Range and Forage Lands. Part 2 Protection of Forest, Range and 

Forage Lands. Chapter 3, Mountainous, Forest-, Brush- and Grass-Covered Lands, Sections 4291-4299. 

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. State Responsibility Area Viewer. [Online]: 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/firepreventionfee/sraviewer_launch. Accessed: January 30, 2019. 

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. SRA Fire Safe Regulations. [Online]: 

www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/download/Tit1e_14.pdf. Accessed January 30, 2019. 

Trinity County. General Plan Safety Element. Revised March 2002. 

Trinity County. Parcel Viewer. [Online]: 
http ://trin itycou nty. maps.a rcgis.com/a pps/Viewer /index. him l?a ppid=320cflc1558c43c8b lf2f70c23d35026, Accessed: January 30, 

2019. 
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XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wild life 
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below the self­
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods 
of California history or prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means that 
the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in 
connection the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have potential environmental effects which may 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 
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Discussion: Based on t he analysis undertaken as part of this Initial Study the, fol lowing findings can be made: 

Init ial Study 

a) Evaluation of the proposed project in t his document (Section IV, Biological Resources) has shown that the activities of the 
proposed project do not have the potent ial to degrade the quality of the environment and wil l not subst antia lly reduce the 
habitat or cause wildlife populations to drop below self-sustaining levels. Mitigation measures for the Northern Spotted Owl (a 
listed species) have been developed to reduce potent ial impacts on the species from noise disturbance and require the 
proposed project to comply with requirements regarding rodent control methods. 

Also, based on the discussion and findings in Section V. Cultural Resources, there is evidence to support a find ing t hat t he 
proposed project is not eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under any significance criteria. Considering t he history of 
extensive agricultural disturbance within the project area and all its previous uses, including over 100 years of documented and 
related activities, the potential for discovery of intact archaeological deposits or features by implementation of this project is 
considered low. Although no archaeological deposits or features were found during t he Cu ltural Resources study, 
implementation of mitigation measures wil l ensure that any additional archaeological deposits or features may be discovered 
are fu lly protected during implementation of the project. 

b) As discussed throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project has the potential to result in impacts to the 
environment that are individually limited, but are not cumulatively considerable, including impacts to biological and cultu ral 
resources. 

In all instances where the project has the potential to contribute to cumulatively considerable impacts to the environment 
{including the resou rces listed above) mit igation measures have been imposed to reduce the potential effects to less t han 
significant levels. As such, with incorporation of the mitigat ion measures imposed throughout this document, the proposed 
project would not contribute to environmental effects t hat are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable, and impacts 
would be less than significant. 

c) Based on the discussion and findings in all Sections above, there is no evidence to support a finding that the proposed proj ect 
has potential environmental effects which may cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. 

Findings: Based upon the review of the information above, the imp lementation of the project is not anticipated to have a substantial 
adverse effect on the environment. Therefore, there is no significant impact. 
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SECTION 4.0 
DETERMINATION 

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of the initial evaluation: 

Initial Study 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will 
be prepared. 

X I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant 
effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
is required. 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless mitigated" impact 
on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable 
legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment because all potentially significant 
effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and 
(b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR of NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation 
measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

Copies of the Initial Study and related materials and documentation may be obtained at the Trinity County Planning, 61 Airport 
Road, Weaverville, CA 96093. Contact Leslie Hubbard, Deputy Director of Planning (530) 623-1351 ext. 3. 

Leslie Hubbard, Deputy Director of Planning 
Trinity County Planning Department 
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SECTION 5.0 
REFERENCES 

lnitlal Study 

The following technical studies, reference documents, and data sources were utilized as primary references in developing the Trinity 
Sungrown Cannabis Initial Study: 

Bay Area Air Quality Management District. 2017. California Environmental Quality Act Air Quality Guidelines. 2017. 

California Air Resources Board. 2017. Area Designation Maps/State and National. [Online]: 
https://www.arb.ca.gov/permits/permits.htm. Accessed: January 30, 2019 

California Air Resources Board. 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan: The Strategy for achieving California's 2030 greenhouse gas 
reduction target. January 20, 2017. 

--. 2018. 8
th 

Edition, California Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory: 2000-2016. California Greenhouse Gas Emissions for 2000 to 
2016, Trends of Emissions and Other Indicators. 

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. 2019. State Responsibility Area Viewer. [Online]: 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/firepreventionfee/sraviewer _launch. Accessed: January 30, 2019. 

--2019. California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. SRA Fire Safe Regulations. [Online]: 
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