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Existing Commute Trips 1 

The existing CHP Santa Fe Springs Area Office accommodates 146 employees. To fulfill its law 2 
enforcement and public safety activities at all times, the existing office is staffed 7 days a 3 
week, 24 hours a day by shift employees. Uniformed employee shifts run generally from early 4 
morning (around 6:00 a.m.) to mid-afternoon, mid-afternoon to evening, and evening to early 5 
morning (6:00 a.m.). Non-uniformed employee (civilian support staff) shifts run from 8:00 6 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 7 

The total number of trips to and from the existing CHP Santa Fe Springs Area Office by all 8 
employees (including uniformed officers and other staff) was determined through a 24-hour 9 
driveway counting exercise. Cameras collected data on the two driveways serving the 10 
existing CHP facility, to count the daily number of trips generated by the facility. Eighteen 11 
(18) inbound trips and 14 outbound trips occurred during the a.m. peak hour (8:00-9:00 a.m.) 12 
for a total of 32 trips. The total number of trips generated by employees during the p.m. peak 13 
hour (4:00-5:00 p.m.) was 42 composed of 18 inbound trips and 24 outbound trips. 14 

 15 

Study Intersections 16 

Bloomfield Avenue is the primary arterial that serves the Project site. The intersections 17 
along Bloomfield Avenue are most likely be affected by the Proposed Project and were 18 
selected for analysis. These were identified through consultation with the City of Norwalk. 19 
The selected intersections are as follows: 20 

1. Telegraph Road/Bloomfield Avenue 21 

2. Florence Avenue/Bloomfield Avenue 22 

3. North Circle/Bloomfield Avenue/Project Access 23 

4. South Circle/Bloomfield Avenue 24 

5. 6th Street/Bloomfield Avenue 25 

6. Imperial Highway/Bloomfield Avenue 26 

Note that intersections of South Circle/Bloomfield Avenue and 6th Street/Bloomfield do not 27 
currently exist and are gated from Bloomfield. No turning movements are allowed at these 28 
two intersections. The six selected study intersections are located in two different 29 
jurisdictions. Florence Avenue/Bloomfield Avenue and Telegraph Avenue/Bloomfield 30 
Avenue are located in the City of Santa Fe Springs; the remaining are found in the City of 31 
Norwalk. 32 

Traffic Count Data 33 

Turning movement volumes, including pedestrian and bicycle volumes, were collected at six 34 
intersections nearby the proposed CHP facility location during the peak travel periods in the 35 
morning and evening. Morning (7:00 to 9:00 a.m.) and evening (4:00 to 6:00 p.m.) peak hour 36 
traffic counts were collected on January 24, 2019. Driveway counts were also collected for a 37 
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24-hour period at the existing Santa Fe Springs CHP facility entrance/exits on October 25, 1 
2018. 2 

Trip Generation 3 

Trip generation rates were derived using the driveway counts collected at the existing CHP 4 
Santa Fe Springs Area Office and the current number of employees (146). This is shown in 5 
Table TR-2 below. These rates were then used to project the number of trips expected for the 6 
project given a 10-year staffing population of 159 (Table TR-3). 7 

Table TR–2. Project Trip Rates 8 

Land Use Rate Daily 

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

In Out Total In Out Total 

Driveway Counts 146 
employees 541 16 13 29 17 22 39 

Site Specific Trip Rates [a] per 
employee 3.71 55% 45% 0.20 44% 56% 0.27 

California Highway Patrol 

Note: Rates are developed based on driveway counts collected at existing CHP Santa Fe Springs Area Office in 9 
October 2018. 10 
Source: Fehr and Peers, 2018 11 

Table TR–3. Project Generated Trips 12 

Land Use 

Projected 
10-year 
Staffing 

Daily 
Trips 

AM Peak Hour Trips PM Peak Hour Trips 

In Out Total In Out Total 

Proposed Project 
159 589 18 14 32 18 24 42 

California Highway Patrol 

Note: Daily trips are based on the maximum number of employees (159) at the new CHP Santa Fe Springs Area 13 
Office. 14 
Source: Fehr and Peers, 2018 15 

Trip Distribution 16 

A critical component of the transportation analysis is the trip distribution of the Proposed 17 
Project. This was determined based on employees’ residence zip code data provided by the 18 
CHP Santa Fe Springs Area Office, existing travel patterns in the area, and the location of 19 
complementary land uses. The resulting trip distribution percentages are shown on Figure 20 
TR-1 and summarized in Table TR-4. 21 
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Table TR–4. Project Trip Distribution Percentages 1 

Roadway Percent of Trips to/from Project Site 

Telegraph Road west of Bloomfield Avenue 45% 

Telegraph Road east of Bloomfield Avenue 5% 

Imperial Highway west of Bloomfield Avenue 20% 

Imperial Highway east of Bloomfield Avenue 10% 

Bloomfield Avenue south of Imperial Highway 20% 

Total 100% 

Source: Fehr & Peers, 2018 2 

 3 

a. Conflict with programs, plan ordinances, or policy addressing the 4 
circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian 5 
facilities—Potentially Significant 6 

The project generates less than 50 trips in both the AM and PM peak hours and therefore will 7 
not warrant a CMP analysis. However, the addition of new project trips may conflict with the 8 
Los Angeles County Traffic Impact Guidelines and criteria for level of significance established 9 
in the City of Norwalk’s General Plan. Thus, these impacts may be potentially significant. 10 
These impacts will be quantified and further analyzed in the EIR. 11 

b. Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, 12 
subdivision (b)—Potentially Significant 13 

The addition of new trips associated with the Proposed Project or due to the construction of 14 
the Proposed Project could contribute to an increase in Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT). This 15 
impact may be potentially significant and will be further analyzed in the EIR. 16 

c. Increased hazards resulting from geometric design features—17 
Potentially Significant 18 

The Proposed Project would include new vehicular access driveways to the Project site that, 19 
if not properly designed and constructed, could potentially result in safety hazards. This 20 
impact may be potentially significant and will be further analyzed in the EIR. 21 

d. Inadequate emergency access—Potentially Significant 22 

During project construction, emergency access could be temporarily restricted from the 23 
presence of slow-moving trucks on local roads. This impact may be potentially significant 24 
and will be further analyzed in the EIR. 25 
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3.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 1 
  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the Proposed Project:     

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code Section 
21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically defined in 
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, 
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and that is: 

    

 i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a 
local register of historical resources as 
defined in Public Resources Code Section 
5020.1(k)? 

    

 ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, 
in its discretion and supported by 
substantial evidence, to be significant 
pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision 
(c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1? In applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code 
Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to 
a California Native American tribe. 

    

 2 

 3 

Federal Laws, Regulations, and Policies 4 

Federal law does not address TCRs, as these resources are defined in the California Pub. Res. 5 
Code. However, similar resources, called Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs), fall under 6 
the purview of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), which was 7 
referenced in Section 3.5, “Cultural Resources.” TCPs are locations of cultural value that are 8 
historic properties. A place of cultural value is eligible as a TCP “because of its association 9 
with cultural practices or beliefs of a living community that (a) are rooted in that community’s 10 
history, and (b) are important in maintaining the continuing cultural identity of the 11 
community” (Parker and King 1990, rev. 1998). A TCP must be a tangible property, meaning 12 
that it must be a place with a referenced location, and it must have been continually a part of 13 
the community’s cultural practices and beliefs for the past 50 years or more. Unlike TCRs, 14 
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TCPs can be associated with communities other than Native American tribes, although the 1 
resources are usually associated with tribes. By definition, TCPs are historic properties; that 2 
is, they meet the eligibility criteria as a historic property for listing in the NRHP. Therefore, 3 
as historic properties, TCPs must be treated according to the implementing regulations found 4 
under Title 36 CFR §800, as amended in 2001. 5 

State Laws, Regulations, and Policies 6 

CEQA and CEQA Guidelines 7 

AB 52, which was approved in September 2014 and which went into effect on January 1, 2015, 8 
requires that state lead agencies consult with any California Native American tribe that is 9 
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of a proposed project, if so 10 
requested by the tribe. The bill, chaptered in Pub. Res. Code § 21084.2, also specifies that a 11 
project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a TCR 12 
is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. 13 

Defined in Pub. Res. Code § 21074(a)Pub. Res., TCRs are: 14 

(1) Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places and objects with cultural value 15 
to a California Native American tribe that are either of the following: 16 

(A) Included or determined to be eligible for inclusion in the California Register of 17 
Historical Resources; or 18 

(B) Included in a local register of historical resources as defined in subdivision (k) 19 
of Section 5020.1. 20 

(2) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by 21 
substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of 22 
Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1 for 23 
the purposes of this paragraph, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the 24 
resource to a California Native American tribe. 25 

TCRs are further defined under Pub. Res. Code § 21074 as follows: 26 

(b) A cultural landscape that meets the criteria of subdivision (a) is a TCR to the extent that 27 
the landscape is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape; 28 
and 29 

(c) A historical resource described in Section 21084.1, a unique archaeological resource as 30 
defined in subdivision (g) of Section 21083.2, or a “nonunique archaeological resource” 31 
as defined in subdivision (h) of Section 21083.2 may also be a tribal cultural resource if 32 
it conforms with the criteria of subdivision (a). 33 

Mitigation measures for TCRs must be developed in consultation with the affected California 34 
Native American tribe pursuant to newly chaptered § 21080.3.2, or according to § 21084.3. 35 
Section 21084.3 identifies mitigation measures than include avoidance and preservation of 36 
TCRs and treating TRCs with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal 37 
cultural values and meaning of the resource. 38 
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 1 

As discussed in Section 3.5, “Cultural Resources”, the Proposed Project is in the traditional 2 
ancestral territory of the Gabrielino. No tribes with a traditional and cultural affiliation to the 3 
Project area have requested consultation with CHP on department projects pursuant to Pub. 4 
Res. Code § 21080.3.1. However, in the spirit of Pub. Res. Code § 21080.3.1, DGS, on behalf of 5 
CHP, notified local tribes who were identified by the NAHC as having a traditional and cultural 6 
association with the Project area about the Project via letters dated November 5, 2018. DGS 7 
did not receive any tribal requests for consultation on the Project. Table TCR-1 lists all those 8 
contacted and summarizes the results of the consultation. All correspondence between the 9 
NAHC, Native American Tribes, and the State is provided in Appendix E. 10 

Table TCR-1. Native American Consultation 11 

Organization/Tribe Name of Contact Letter Date Tribal Response 

Gabrieleno Band of Mission 
Indians – Kizh Nation 

Andrew Salas, 
Chairperson 

11/05/2018  No response. 

Gabrieleno/Tongva Band of 
Mission Indians 

Anthony Morales, 
Chairperson 

11/05/2018 No response. 

Gabrielino/Tongva Nation Sandonne Goad, 
Chairperson 

11/05/2018 No response. 

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of 
California Tribal Council 

Robert F. Dorame, 
Chairperson 

11/05/2018 No response. 

Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe Linda Candelaria, 
Chairperson 

11/05/2018 No response. 

Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe Charles Alvarez, Council 
member 

11/05/2018 Letter not picked up 
at the post office 

 12 

 13 

a. Cause a Substantial Adverse Change to Tribal Cultural Resources 14 

i. Listed, or Eligible for Listing in the California Register of Historical 15 
Resources or a Local Register of Historical Resources—No Impact 16 

No TCRs that are listed or eligible for listing in the CRHR or a local register of historical 17 
resources have been identified within the project area. Therefore, there would be no impact 18 
to TCRs that are listed or eligible for listing in the CRHR or a local register. 19 
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ii. Cause a Substantial Adverse Change to Tribal Cultural Resources 1 
Determined by the Lead Agency to Be Significant—Potentially 2 
Significant 3 

As mentioned above, although DGS notified tribes with a traditional and cultural affiliation 4 
with the area about the Proposed Project, none of the tribes contacted identified TCRs in the 5 
Project area. Furthermore, no TCRs determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and 6 
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant are known to be located in the project 7 
vicinity. As a result, it appears that there would be no impact to TCRs. However, it is possible 8 
that Native American archaeological remains or Native American human remains that could 9 
be determined to be TCRs could be discovered during the course of construction. Therefore, 10 
this impact would be considered potentially significant, and will be further analyzed in the 11 
EIR. 12 
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3.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 1 

  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Would the Project:     

a. Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new water or wastewater 
treatment facilities or stormwater drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

    

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry, and multiple 
dry years? 

    

c. Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider that serves or may serve the 
Project that it has inadequate capacity to serve 
the Project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?  

    

e. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

    

      

 2 

Federal Laws, Regulations, and Policies 3 

Energy Policy Act of 2005 4 

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 provides loan guarantees or tax credits for entities that 5 
develop or use fuel-efficient and/or energy-efficient technologies (USEPA 2017). The act also 6 
increases the amount of biofuel that must be mixed with gasoline sold in the United States 7 
(USEPA 2017). 8 
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State Laws, Regulations, and Policies 1 

California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 2 

The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (Public Resources Code, Division 3 
30) requires all California cities and counties to implement programs to reduce, recycle, and 4 
compost wastes by at least 50 percent by 2000 (Pub. Res. Code § 41780). The state, acting 5 
through the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), determines 6 
compliance with this mandate. Per-capita disposal rates are used to determine whether a 7 
jurisdiction’s efforts are meeting the intent of the act. 8 

California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991 9 

The California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991 (Pub. Res. Code §§ 42900-10 
42911) requires that all development projects applying for building permits include 11 
adequate, accessible areas for collecting and loading recyclable materials. 12 

California Integrated Energy Policy 13 

Senate Bill 1389, passed in 2002, requires the CEC to prepare an Integrated Energy Policy 14 
Report for the governor and legislature every 2 years. The report analyzes data and provides 15 
policy recommendations on trends and issues concerning electricity and natural gas, 16 
transportation, energy efficiency, renewable energy, and public interest energy research. The 17 
2017 Integrated Energy Policy Report Update includes policy recommendations, such as 18 
increasing resiliency in the electricity sector and development and implementation of 19 
distributed energy resource technologies (CEC 2018). 20 

Title 24–Building Energy Efficiency Standards 21 

Title 24 Building Energy Efficiency Standards of the California Building Code are intended to 22 
ensure that building construction, system design, and installation achieve energy efficiency 23 
and preserve outdoor and indoor environmental quality (CEC 2016). The standards are 24 
updated on an approximately 3-year cycle. The 2016 standards went into effect on January 1, 25 
2016. 26 

Urban Water Management Planning Act 27 

California Water Code §§ 10610 et seq. requires that all public water systems providing water 28 
for municipal purposes to more than 3,000 customers, or supplying more than 3,000 acre-29 
feet per year (AFY), prepare an urban water management plan (UWMP). 30 

Other Standards and Guidelines 31 

Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design 32 

LEED is a green building certification program, operated by the U.S. Green Building Council 33 
(USGBC), which recognizes energy-efficient and/or environmentally friendly (green) 34 
components of building design (USGBC 2018a). To receive LEED certification, a building 35 
project must satisfy prerequisites and earn points related to different aspects of green 36 
building and environmental design. The four levels of LEED certification are related to the 37 
number of points a project earns (USGBC 2016): 38 
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1) certified (40–49 points); 1 

2) Silver (50–59 points) 2 

3) Gold (60–79 points); 3 

4) Platinum (80+ points). 4 

Points or credits may be obtained for various criteria, such as indoor and outdoor water use 5 
reduction, and construction and demolition (C&D) waste management planning. Indoor 6 
water use reduction entails reducing consumption of building fixtures and fittings by at least 7 
20 percent from the calculated baseline and requires all newly installed toilets, urinals, 8 
private lavatory faucets, and showerheads that are eligible for labeling to be WaterSense 9 
labeled (USGBC 2017a). Outdoor water use reduction may be achieved by showing that the 10 
landscape does not require a permanent irrigation system beyond a maximum 2-year 11 
establishment period, or by reducing the project’s landscape water requirement by at least 12 
30 percent from the calculated baseline for the site’s peak watering month (USGBC 2017b). 13 
C&D waste management points may be obtained by diverting at least 50 percent of C&D 14 
material and three material streams, diverting at least 75% of C&D material and four material 15 
streams, or generating less than 2.5 pounds of construction waste per square foot of the 16 
building’s floor area (USGBC 2018b). CHP, as a state agency, is required at a minimum to meet 17 
LEED silver requirement for new facilities. 18 

 19 

Water 20 

The City of Norwalk is served water by five retail water agencies, including the Norwalk 21 
Municipal Water System (NMWS), Liberty Utilities, Golden State Water Company, City of 22 
Santa Fe Springs, and the City of Cerritos (City of Norwalk 2017). Water service is provided 23 
to the Project site by GSWC. GSWC’s current sources of water supply for the Norwalk System 24 
are imported water, groundwater, and recycled water. Imported water and recycled water 25 
are purchased from the Central Basin Municipal Water District (CBMWD), which obtains this 26 
supply from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan). (GSWC 27 
2016). 28 

Groundwater in the Norwalk System is supplied by eight active GSWC-owned wells in the 29 
Coastal Plain of Los Angeles Groundwater Basin, Central Subbasin (Groundwater Basin No. 30 
4-11.04). The wells are located within the adjudicated Central Basin Watermaster Service 31 
Area, which overlies approximately 227 square miles of the southeastern area of the Central 32 
Basin. While, the groundwater wells in the system meet all current California Title 22 33 
drinking water standards, the Norwalk System is impacted by VOC contamination. Six of the 34 
eight active wells have levels of VOCs at or above maximum contaminant levels (MCLs). 35 
(GSWC 2016). 36 

The GSWC’s Norwalk System serves most residents in the City of Norwalk, a portion of the 37 
City of Santa Fe Springs, a portion of the City of La Mirada, a portion of the City of Downey, 38 
and an unincorporated area of Los Angeles County. The service area is primarily 39 
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characterized by residential land use, with some commercial and industrial land use. (GSWC 1 
2016). 2 

Total potable and raw water demand (combined) in the Norwalk System service area was 3 
4,251 acre-feet (AF) in 2015, the most recent year with available data. This demand is 4 
projected to increase to 5,313 AF by 2040. The present Norwalk System can meet water 5 
demands during normal, single dry, and multiple dry years over the next 25 years (GSWC 6 
2016). Table UTL-1 shows actual and projected potable and raw water demands within the 7 
Norwalk System. 8 

Table UTL-1. Golden State Water Company’s Norwalk System Actual 2015 and 9 
Projected Potable and Raw Water Demands (in acre-feet) 10 

Water Use Type 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 

Single Family 2,326 2,887 2,898 2,908 2,919 2,930 

Multi-Family 600 671 675 679 683 688 

Commercial 421 486 496 505 515 525 

Industrial 57 63 64 66 68 70 

Institutional/ 
Governmental 385 604 620 636 652 668 

Landscape 185 178 181 185 189 193 

Losses 276 232 234 236 238 240 

Total 4,251 5,119 5,168 5,216 5,264 5,313 

Source: GWSC 2016 11 

Sewer 12 

The City of Norwalk provides sewer service to a population of approximately 106,000, 13 
including the Project site. The existing sewer collection system consists of about 865,000 feet 14 
(164 miles) of gravity sewers ranging in size from 6-inches to 18-inches in diameter, 15 
including 16 siphons. The City also owns three lift stations with approximately 162 feet of 16 
force main (City of Norwalk 2014). The City operates and maintains the local sewer collection 17 
pipes that feed into the Los Angeles County Sanitation District’s (LACSD) trunk sewer system, 18 
which conveys water to the Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant, where it is treated, 19 
recycled and/or disposed. At times, the City of Norwalk’s wastewater, which may include 20 
wastewater from the Proposed Project, is sent to the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant in 21 
Carson where it undergoes treatment for disposal (City of Norwalk 2017). Existing sewer 22 
lines in the project area include clay pipes along Bloomfield Avenue (Los Angeles County 23 
Public Works 2017). 24 

The Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant (WRP) has a treatment capacity of 37.5 million 25 
gallons per day (MGD) and includes primary, secondary and tertiary treatment; however, 26 
average daily flows were approximately 20.99 MGD in 2017 (LACSD 2018a). Water that is 27 
not beneficially reused from the Los Coyotes WRP is discharged to the San Gabriel River (City 28 
of Norwalk 2017). Los Coyotes WRP provides wastewater treatment services to over 370,000 29 
residents from 27 cities, including Norwalk, and Santa Fe Springs (Los Angeles RWQCB 2002; 30 
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GSWC 2016). The Joint Water Pollution Control Plant provides primary and secondary 1 
treatment for 400 MGD of wastewater, serves over 3.5 million people throughout Los Angeles 2 
County, and discharges through a network of outfalls off the Palos Verdes Peninsula (City of 3 
Norwalk 2017; LACSD 2018b). 4 

Stormwater 5 

Stormwater infrastructure in the vicinity of the Proposed Project is owned either by the City 6 
of Norwalk or the County. The City is a co-permittee under the Los Angeles County MS4 7 
permit and manages stormwater in the project area (see Section 3.10, “Hydrology and Water 8 
Quality”). Directly east of the site, the Bloomfield Drain, a 96-inch reinforced concrete pipe, 9 
runs along Bloomfield Avenue. Two stormwater laterals are also located along Bloomfield 10 
Avenue: one just north of where it intersects with North Circle Drive and a second midway 11 
between North Circle Drive and South Circle Drive (LA County Public Works 2017). 12 

The Project site is relatively flat, with site drainage directed toward the south via sheetflow 13 
(Earth Systems Pacific 2018). Approximately six catch basins run along Bloomfield Avenue 14 
that span the project extent or are immediately south of the Project site. (LA County Public 15 
Works 2017). 16 

Solid Waste 17 

Solid waste collection and disposal within the City of Norwalk is performed by Athens 18 
Services, which transports waste that cannot be recycled or composted to Los Angeles County 19 
approved landfill(s) (City of Norwalk 2018). Los Angeles County anticipates adequate solid 20 
waste disposal capacity within the County’s landfills through 2031 (LA County Public Works 21 
2018). Los Angeles County also has a least 5 landfills that process green waste for composting 22 
(LA County Public Works 2018). 23 

Three fully-permitted, Class I landfills exist in California for disposal of hazardous waste: 24 
Chemical Waste Management’s facility in Kettleman City, Clean Harbors’ facility in 25 
Buttonwillow, and Clean Harbors’ facility in Westmorland (DTSC No Date). The nearest of 26 
these to the Project site is Clean Harbors’ Buttonwillow facility, which is approximately 150 27 
miles northwest of the Project site. 28 

Electricity and Natural Gas 29 

The SCE provides electrical service in the City of Norwalk. SoCalGas provides natural gas 30 
service in the City. 31 

Communications 32 

Frontier Communications and AT&T provide data and phone services in the City of Norwalk. 33 
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 1 

a. Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded 2 
water, wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, 3 
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities—Less than Significant 4 

The Proposed Project would require limited volumes of water for employee and visitor 5 
handwashing, toilet flushing, landscape irrigation, and other miscellaneous activities. In 6 
accordance with LEED standards, the Proposed Project would have water-efficient fittings 7 
and fixtures and would feature limited and drought-tolerant landscaping. In this respect, the 8 
Proposed Project would be more water-efficient than the existing CHP facility in Santa Fe 9 
Springs. While water service for the Proposed Project would be provided by a different 10 
supplier (i.e., Golden State Water Company) than that for the existing CHP area office, the 11 
Proposed Project’s water demand would still be a small fraction of the City of Norwalk’s total 12 
water demand and would not in itself require construction of any new water treatment 13 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities. During Project construction, water would be 14 
supplied by a water truck and sanitary portable restrooms would be used. The Project would 15 
generate limited volumes of wastewater during operation, which would be within the 16 
capacity of the Los Coyotes WRP. 17 

The Proposed Project would create an additional 4 acres of impervious surface, which could 18 
generate additional stormwater runoff compared to existing conditions. However, the 19 
Proposed Project would include drainage infrastructure and a stormwater retention pond to 20 
capture runoff on-site; these elements are considered part of the Proposed Project and their 21 
potential environmental impacts are evaluated throughout this document. See Section 3.10, 22 
“Hydrology and Water Quality,” for additional discussion of stormwater. 23 

Finally, the Proposed Project would also require construction of connections to the City’s 24 
water and sewer systems. These connections are considered part of the Proposed Project, 25 
and the potential environmental effects of their construction are discussed throughout this 26 
document. 27 

Overall, the Proposed Project would not require or result in the construction or expansion of 28 
new water, wastewater treatment or stormwater drainage (apart from those included as part 29 
of the project). The Proposed Project would also not require or result in new or expanded 30 
electric power, natural gas or telecommunications facilities. Therefore, this impact would be 31 
less than significant. 32 

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and 33 
reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and 34 
multiple dry years—Less than Significant 35 

Construction activities for the Proposed Project would rely on water trucks to meet water 36 
supply needs (e.g., for dust control, equipment cleaning, and fill conditioning). During 37 
operation, the Project site would obtain water from GSWC. As described above, the GSWC 38 
currently provides treated water from the CBMWD and from the eight active GSWC-owned 39 
wells in the Central Subbasin of the Coastal Plain of Los Angeles County Groundwater Basin. 40 
The GSWC’s Norwalk System is expected to meet water demands during normal, single dry, 41 
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and multiple dry years over the next 25 years (GSCW 2016). As noted above under “a,” as a 1 
State facility, the Proposed Project would be required to obtain LEED silver certification and 2 
would feature water-efficient fittings and fixtures to conserve water. In this regard, the new 3 
facility would likely be more water-efficient than the existing CHP facility in Santa Fe Springs. 4 
Overall, Santa Fe Springs Water Utility Authority would have sufficient water supplies 5 
available to serve the Proposed Project. Therefore, this impact would be less than 6 
significant. 7 

c. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which 8 
serves or may serve the project that it has inadequate capacity to serve 9 
the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing 10 
commitments—Less than Significant 11 

As described under “a” above, the Proposed Project would not generate municipal 12 
wastewater during construction because sanitary portable restrooms would be used. During 13 
operation, employees and visitors on the Project site would generate wastewater from toilet 14 
flushing, hand washing, and other related activities. The limited volume of wastewater that 15 
may be generated by the Proposed Project would not be expected to materially affect the 16 
remaining capacity at the Los Coyotes WRP. As noted under Section 3.18.2 above, this 17 
treatment plant has capacity to treat 37.5 MGD; however, average daily flows were 18 
approximately 20.99 MGD in 2017 (LACSD 2018a). Therefore, the wastewater treatment 19 
provider would have sufficient capacity to serve the Proposed Project. As a result, this impact 20 
would be less than significant. 21 

d-e. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, the capacity 22 
of local infrastructure, or impair solid waste reduction goals / Comply 23 
with all applicable management and reduction regulations related to 24 
solid waste—Less than Significant 25 

During construction, the Proposed Project would generate some construction debris 26 
associated with removal of the existing pavement, soil and other materials on the site. During 27 
operation, the Proposed Project would generate typical domestic solid waste (e.g., 28 
employees’ trash) as well as hazardous wastes (e.g., fuel, oil, and other automotive fluids) 29 
from automobile servicing. Hazardous wastes generated by the Proposed Project would be 30 
stored on-site and transported approximately quarterly to an appropriate hazardous waste 31 
facility for disposal or recycling. 32 

The Proposed Project would be LEED silver-certified and would have recycling bins on-site. 33 
In accordance with the Integrated Waste Management Act, the Proposed Project would seek 34 
to divert at least 50 percent of its solid waste. The Project site is served by Athens Services 35 
and non-recyclable solid waste generated by the Proposed Project would be taken to an 36 
approved landfill located in Los Angeles County. As described in Section 3.18.2, Los Angeles 37 
County anticipates adequate solid waste disposal capacity within the County’s landfills 38 
through 2031 (LA County Public Works 2018). The relatively minimal amounts of solid waste 39 
that would be generated by the Proposed Project would be similar to the volume generated 40 
at the current CHP facility, and would not meaningfully affect the County’s landfill disposal 41 
capacity. 42 



California Highway Patrol  Chapter 3. Environmental Checklist 
 

Santa Fe Springs Area Office Replacement Project 
Initial Study 

 
3-126 

March 2019 
 

 

As such, the Proposed Project would not generate solid waste in excess of State or local 1 
standards, in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or impair the attainment of any 2 
solid waste goals. Additionally, it would comply with applicable management and reduction 3 
regulations related to solid. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant. 4 
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3.20 WILDFIRE 1 

  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or 
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the Project: 

    

a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

    

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant concentrations 
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? 

    

c. Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or 
that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts 
to the environment? 

    

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

    

 2 

Federal Laws, Regulations, and Policies 3 

No federal regulations are applicable to wildfire in relation to the Proposed Project. 4 

State Laws, Regulations, and Policies 5 

Please see Section 3.15, “Public Services,” for state laws, regulations, and policies that are 6 
applicable to wildfire in relation to the Proposed Project. 7 

 8 

The Project site is located in an urban, developed area. The nearest State Responsibility Area 9 
(SRA) area is the Puente Hills, approximately 4.2 miles northeast of the site. This SRA has a 10 
very high fire hazard severity zone. Fire protection services in the Project area are provided 11 
by the Los Angeles County Fire Department. Section 3.15, “Public Services,” further describes 12 
fire protection services for the Project site. 13 
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Table A–1 
Special-Status Wildlife and Plant Species in the Known Vicinity of the  

CHP Santa Fe Springs Area Office Replacement Project Footprint 

Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Plants 

Abronia villosa var. aurita 
Chaparral sand-verbena 

-- -- 1B.1 Chaparral, coastal scrub, desert dunes. 
Sandy areas. Found at elevations of 60-
1,570 meters. Blooms March through 
September. 

None. Suitable chaparral, coastal scrub or 
desert dune habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 

Atriplex coulteri 
Coulter’s saltbush 

-- -- 1B.2 Coastal bluff scrub and dunes, valley 
and foothill grassland. Alkaline or clay 
soils. Found at 3-460 meters. Blooms 
March through October. 

None. Suitable coastal and grassland 
habitat is absent from the project site. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. 

Atriplex parishii 
Parish’s brittlescale 

-- -- 1B.1 Shadscale shrub, alkali sink, freshwater 
wetlands, wetland-riparian. Playas and 
vernal pools. Alkaline or clay soils. 
Found at 25-1900 meters. Blooms June 
through October. 

None. Suitable shadscale shrub, alkali 
sink, wetland and riparian habitat is 
absent from the project site. One CNDDB-
recorded occurrence is approximately 5 
miles from the project site. 

Atriplex serenana var. davidsonii 
Davidson’s saltscale 

-- -- 1B.2 Coastal bluff scrub, coastal scrub. 
Alkaline soil. Found at elevations of 0-
460 meters. Blooms April through 
October. 

None. Suitable coastal scrub habitat is 
absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site.  

Berberis nevinii 
Nevin’s barberry 

FE CE 1B.1 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, riparian scrub. On steep, 
N-facing slopes or in low grade sandy 
washes. Sandy to gravelly soils. Found 
at elevations of 290-1,575 meters. 
Blooms March through June. 

None. Suitable chaparral, woodland and 
scrub habitat is absent from the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Calochortus catalinae 
Catalina mariposa lily 

-- -- 4.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, valley and foothill 
grassland. Found at elevations of 15-
700 meters. Blooms February through 
June. 

None. Suitable chaparral, woodland, 
scrub and grassland habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Calochortus plummerae 
Plummer’s mariposa-lily 

-- -- 4.2 Coastal scrub, chaparral, valley and 
foothill grassland, cismontane 
woodland, lower montane coniferous 
forest. Occurs on rocky and sandy sites, 
usually of granitic or alluvial material. 
Can be very common after fire. Found 
at elevations of 60-2,500 meters. 
Blooms May through July. 

None. Suitable scrub, grassland, 
woodland and forest habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Calochortus weedii var. 
intermedius 
Intermediate mariposa-lily 

-- -- 1B.2 Chaparral, valley grassland, coastal 
sage scrub. Dry, rocky, open slopes. 
Found at elevations of 105-855 meters. 
Blooms May through July. 

None. Suitable chaparral, grassland and 
scrub habitat is absent from the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 

Calystegia felix 
Lucky morning-glory 

-- -- 1B.1 Meadows and seeps, riparian scrub. 
Possibly silty loam and alkaline soils. 
Found at elevations of 30-215 meters. 
Blooms March through September.  

None. Suitable meadow, seep and 
riparian scrub habitat is absent from the 
project site. One CNDDB-recorded 
occurrence is approximately 5 miles from 
the project site. 

Camissoniopsis lewisii 
Lewis’ evening-primrose 

-- -- 3 Coastal bluff scrub, cismontane 
woodland, coastal dunes, coastal scrub, 
valley and foothill grassland. Sandy or 
clay soils. Found at elevations of 0-300 
meters. Blooms March through June. 

None. Suitable scrub, woodland, dune 
and grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site.  
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Centromadia parryi ssp. australis 
southern tarplant 

-- -- 1B.1 Valley and foothill grasslands that are 
seasonally flooded, along estuary 
edges. Alkaline soils, sometimes 
described as heavy white clay. Found at 
elevations of 0-230 meters. Blooms 
May-October (November). 

None. Suitable flooded valley and foothill 
grassland and estuary habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Chloropyron maritimum ssp. 
maritimum 
Salt marsh bird's-beak 

FE CE 1B.2 Marsh and swamp, salt marsh, 
wetland. Sandy soil. Found at 
elevations of 0-115 meters. Blooms 
June-October. 

None. Suitable marsh, swamp, salt marsh 
and wetland habitat is absent from the 
project site. One CNDDB-recorded 
occurrence is approximately 5 miles from 
the project site. 

Clinopodium mimuloides 
Monkey-flower savory 

-- -- 4.2 Chaparral, North Coast coniferous 
forest. Streambanks, mesic. Found at 
elevations of 305-1800 meters. Blooms 
June through October. 

None. Suitable chaparral and North Coast 
coniferous forest is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site.  

Convolvulus simulans 
Small-flowered morning-glory 

-- -- 4.2 Openings in chaparral, coastal scrub, 
valley and foothill grassland. Found at 
elevations of 30-740 meters. Blooms 
March through July. 

None. Suitable chaparral, scrub and 
grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 

Cuscuta obtusiflora var. 
glandulosa 
Peruvian dodder 

-- -- 2B.2 Marshes and swamps (freshwater). 
Found at elevations of 15-280 meters. 
Blooms July through October. 

None. Suitable marsh and swamp habitat 
is absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 

Dudleya multicaulis 
Many-stemmed dudleya 

-- -- 1B.2 Chaparral, coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland. Heavy clay soils. 
Found at 1-910 meters. Blooms April 
through July. 

None. Suitable chaparral, scrub and 
grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. One CNDDB-recorded 
occurrence is approximately 5 miles from 
the project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Helianthus nuttallii ssp. parishii 
Los Angeles sunflower 

-- -- 1A Marshes and swamps (coastal salt and 
freshwater). Found at elevations of 10-
1,525 meters. Blooms August through 
October. 

None. Suitable marsh and swamp habitat 
is absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 

Hordeum intercedens 
Vernal barley 

-- -- 1A Coastal dunes, coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland (saline flats and 
depressions), vernal pools. Found at 
elevations of 5-1000 meters. Blooms 
March through June.  

None. Suitable dune, scrub, grassland 
and vernal pool habitat is absent from 
the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site.  

Horkelia cuneata var.  
Puberula 
Mesa horkelia 

-- -- 1B.1 Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
chaparral, coastal dunes, coastal scrub. 
Sandy or gravelly openings. Found at 
elevations of 10-200 meters. Blooms 
April-September. 

None. Suitable forest, chaparral, dune 
and scrub habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 

Isocoma menziesii var. 
decumbens 
Decumbent goldenbush 

-- -- 1B.2 Chaparral, coastal scrub, landward side 
of dunes, hillsides, arroyos. Sandy soil. 
Found at elevations of 10-135 meters. 
Blooms April through November. 

None. Suitable chaparral, coastal scrub, 
dune, hillside and arroyo habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site.  

Juglans californica 
Southern California black walnut 

-- -- 4.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, riparian woodland. 
Alluvial. Found at elevations of 50-900 
meters. Blooms March through August.  

None. Suitable chaparral, woodland and 
scrub habitat is absent from the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 

Lasthenia glabrata ssp. coulteri 
Coulter’s goldfields 

-- -- 1B.1 Coastal salt marshes, playas, vernal 
pools. Usually found on alkaline soils in 
playas, sinks, and grasslands. Found at 
elevations of 1-1,375 meters. Blooms 
February through June. 

None. Suitable marsh, playa and vernal 
pool habitat is absent from the project 
site. Two CNDDB-recorded occurrences 
are approximately 1.75 and 4.7 miles 
from the project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Lepidium virginicum var. 
robinsonii 
Robinson’s pepper-grass 

-- -- 4.3 Chaparral, coastal scrub. Dry soils, 
shrubland. Found at elevations of 4-
1,435 meters. Blooms January through 
July. 

None. Suitable chaparral and scrub 
habitat is absent from the project site. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. 

Nasturtium gambelii 
Gambel’s watercress 

FE CT 1B.1 Marshes and swamps. Freshwater and 
brackish marshes at the margins of 
lakes and along streams, in or just 
above the water level. Found at 
elevations of 5-330 meters. Blooms 
April through October. 

None. Suitable marsh and swamp habitat 
is absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site.  

Navarretia prostrata 
Prostrate vernal pool navarretia 

-- -- 1B.1 Coastal scrub, meadows and seeps, 
valley and foothill grassland (alkaline), 
vernal pools. Mesic soils. Found at 
elevations of 3-1,210 meters. Blooms 
April through July. 

None. Suitable scrub, meadow and seep, 
grassland and vernal habitat is absent 
from the project site. One CNDDB-
recorded occurrence is approximately 4.2 
miles from the project site. 

Nemacaulis denudata var. 
denudata 
Coast woollyheads 

-- -- 1B.2 Coastal dunes and beaches. Found at 
elevations of 0-100 meters. Blooms 
April through September.  

None. Suitable dune habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site.  

Orcuttia californica 
California orcutt grass 

FE CE 1B.1 Vernal pools. Found at elevations of 15-
660 meters. Blooms April through 
August.  

None. Suitable vernal pool habitat is 
absent from the project site. One CNDDB-
recorded occurrence is approximately 4.2 
miles from the project site. 

Pentachaeta lyonii 
Lyon’s pentachaeta 

FE CE 1B.1 Openings in chaparral, coastal scrub, 
valley and foothill grassland. Rocky and 
clay soils of volcanic origin. Found at 
elevations of 30-690 meters. Blooms 
February through August. 

None. Suitable chaparral, scrub and 
grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Phacelia cicutaria var. hubbyi 
Hubby’s phacelia 

-- -- 4.2 Chaparral, coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland. Gravelly, rocky and 
talus soils. Found at elevations of 0-
1000 meters. Blooms April through 
July. 

None. Suitable chaparral, scrub and 
grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site.  

Phacelia ramosissima var. 
austrolitoralis 
South coast branching phacelia 

-- -- 3.2 Chaparral, coastal dunes, coastal scrub, 
marshes and swamps (coastal salt). 
Sandy, sometimes rocky soil. Found at 
elevations of 5-300 meters. Blooms 
March through August. 

None. Suitable chaparral, dune, scrub, 
marsh and swamp habitat is absent from 
the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site.  

Phacelia stellaris 
Brand’s star phacelia 

-- -- 1B.1 Coastal dunes, coastal scrub. Sandy 
soil. Found at elevations of 1-400 
meters. Blooms March through June.  

None. Suitable dune and scrub habitat is 
absent from the project site. One CNDDB-
recorded occurrence is approximately 4.2 
miles from the project site. 

Pseudognaphalium 
leucocephalum 
White rabbit-tobacco 

-- -- 2B.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, riparian woodland. Sandy 
and gravelly soils. Found at elevations 
of 0-2100 meters. Blooms July through 
December. 

None. Suitable chaparral, woodland and 
scrub is absent from the project site. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. 

Quercus engelmannii 
Engelmann Oak 

-- -- 4.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
riparian woodland, valley and foothill 
grassland. Found at elevations of 50-
1300 meters. Blooms March through 
June.  

None. Suitable chaparral, woodland and 
grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 

Ribes divaricatum var. parishii 
Parish’s gooseberry 

-- -- 1A Riparian woodland. Found at elevations 
of 65-300 meters. Blooms February 
through April. 

None. Suitable riparian woodland is 
absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Scutellaria bolanderi ssp. 
austromontana 
Southern mountains skullcap 

-- -- 1B.2 Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
lower montane coniferous forest. 
Mesic soil. Found at 425-2000 meters. 
Blooms June through August. 

None. Suitable chaparral, woodland and 
forest habitat is absent from the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 

Sidalcea neomexicana 
Salt spring checkerbloom 

-- -- 2B.2 Playas, chaparral, coastal scrub, lower 
montane coniferous forest, Mojavean 
desert scrub. Alkali springs and 
marshes. Found at elevations of 0-
1,530 meters. Blooms March through 
June. 

None. Suitable playa, chaparral, scrub 
and forest habitat is absent at the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 

Suaeda esteroa 
estuary seablite 

-- -- 1B.2 Marshes and swamps. Found at 
elevations of 0-15 meters. Blooms July-
October. 

None. Suitable marsh and swamp habitat 
is absent at the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 

Symphyotrichum defoliatum 
San Bernardino aster 

-- -- 1B.2 Meadows and seeps, cismontane 
woodland, coastal scrub, lower 
montane coniferous forest, marshes 
and swamps, valley and foothill 
grassland. Vernally mesic grassland or 
near ditches, streams and springs; 
disturbed areas. Occurs at elevations of 
2-2,040 meters. Blooms July through 
November. 

None. Suitable meadow, seep, woodland 
scrub, forest marsh, swamp, and 
grassland habitat is absent from the 
project site. One CNDDB-recorded 
occurrence is approximately 5 miles from 
the project site. 

Symphyotrichum greatae 
Greata’s aster 

-- -- 1B.3 Broadleafed upland forest, chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, lower montane 
coniferous forest, riparian woodland. 
Mesic soils. Occurs at elevations of 
300-2010 meters. Blooms June through 
October.  

None. Suitable forest, chaparral and 
woodland habitat is absent at the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Amphibians 

Spea hammondii 
Western spadefoot 

-- SSC N/A Occurs primarily in grassland habitats, 
but can be found in valley-foothill 
hardwood woodlands. Vernal pools are 
essential for breeding and egg-laying. 

None. Suitable upland grassland and 
woodland habitat and vernal pool 
breeding habitat is absent at the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 

Reptiles 

Anniella stebbinsi 
Southern California legless lizard 

-- SSC N/A Generally south of the Transverse 
Range, extending to northwestern Baja 
California. Occurs in sandy or loose 
loamy soils under sparse vegetation. 
Disjunct populations in the Tehachapi 
and Piute Mountains in Kern County. 
Variety of habitats; generally in moist, 
loose soil. They prefer soils with a high 
moisture content. 

None. Suitable moist, loose soils and 
adequate leaf litter layers are absent at 
the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Arizona elegans occidentalis 
California glossy snake 

-- SSC N/A Patchily distributed from the eastern 
portion of San Francisco Bay, southern 
San Joaquin Valley, and the Coast, 
Transverse, and Peninsular ranges, 
south to Baja California. Inhabits arid 
scrub, rocky washes, grasslands, 
chaparral. Prefers open areas and areas 
with loose soils for burrowing. 

None. Suitable scrub, washes, grasslands 
and chaparral habitat is absent at the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 

Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri 
Coastal whiptail 

-- SSC N/A Found in deserts and semi-arid areas 
with sparse vegetation and open areas. 
Also found in woodland & riparian 
areas. Ground may be firm soil, sandy, 
or rocky. 

None. Suitable desert, woodland and 
riparian habitat is absent at the project 
site. One CNDDB-recorded occurrence is 
approximately 5 miles from the project 
site. 



California Highway Patrol Appendix A. Special Status Species List 

Santa Fe Springs Area Office Replacement Project 
Initial Study 

 
A-9 

March 2019 

 

Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Chelonia mydas 
Green turtle 

FT -- N/A Aquatic. Lives in the ocean, comes to 
shore to bask. Inhabits shallow waters 
of lagoons, bays, estuaries, mangroves, 
eelgrass and seaweed beds. 

None. Suitable aquatic habitat is absent 
at the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Emys marmorata 
Western pond turtle 

-- SSC N/A A thoroughly aquatic turtle of ponds, 
marshes, rivers, streams and irrigation 
ditches, usually with aquatic 
vegetation, below 6,000 ft elevation. 
Needs basking sites and suitable (sandy 
banks or grassy open fields) upland 
habitat up to 0.5 km from water for 
egg-laying. 

None. Suitable aquatic and upland 
habitat is absent at the project site. Two 
CNDDB-recorded occurrences are 
approximately 4.5 and 4.8miles from the 
project site. 

Phrynosoma blainvillii 
Coast horned lizard 

-- SSC N/A Typically found in open sandy wash 
areas in deserts, chaparral and 
grasslands. Open areas for sunning, 
bushes for cover, patches of loose soil 
for burial, and abundant supply of ants 
and other insects. 

None. Suitable sandy wash, desert, 
chaparral and grassland habitat is absent 
from the project site. One CNDDB-
recorded occurrence is approximately 5 
miles from the project site. 

Birds 

Accipiter cooperii 
Cooper’s hawk 

-- WL N/A Breeds in extensive forests and smaller 
woodlots of deciduous, coniferous, and 
mixed pine-hardwoods, as well as in 
pine plantations, in both suburban and 
urban habitats. 

Possible. This species may forage and 
nest in project site; trees on the site 
provide suitable nesting habitat. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. 
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Species 
Status 

Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Agelaius tricolor 
Tricolored blackbird 

-- Candidate 
Endangered

/SSC 

N/A Highly colonial species, most numerous 
in Central Valley & vicinity. Largely 
endemic to California. Requires open 
water, protected nesting substrate, and 
foraging area with insect prey within a 
few km of the colony. 

None. Suitable open water and desired 
nesting substrate habitat is absent from 
the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. The 
nearest e-bird sighting was documented 
approximately 2 miles from the project 
site. 

Aimophila ruficeps canescens 
Southern California rufous-
crowned sparrow 

-- WL N/A Found on moderate to steep, dry, rocky 
slopes. Prefers low cover of scattered 
shrubs with patches of grasses, forbs 
and bare ground. Nests on the ground 
in hollow rocks or under clumps of 
grass or low bushes. Prefers coastal 
sage scrub, coastal bluff scrub, 
chaparral. 

None. Suitable sage, scrub, chaparral and 
rocky slope habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. The nearest e-
bird sighting was documented 
approximately 4.5 miles from the project 
site. 

Ammodramus savannarum 
Grasshopper sparrow 

-- SSC N/A Prefers moderately open grasslands 
with shrub cover and no trees. Nests 
on the ground at the base of weed, 
shrub or clump of grass.  

None. Suitable open grassland habitat 
lacking trees is absent from the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. The nearest e-bird 
sighting was documented approximately 
6.3 miles from the project site. 

Athene cunicularia 
Burrowing owl 

-- SSC N/A Open, dry annual or perennial 
grasslands, deserts and scrublands 
characterized by low-growing 
vegetation. Subterranean nester, 
dependent upon burrowing mammals, 
most notably, the California ground 
squirrel. 

Possible. Suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat exists in the ground squirrel 
burrow complexes on the project site.  
One CNDDB-recorded occurrence is 
approximately 5 miles from the project 
site. The nearest e-bird sighting was 
documented approximately 2.8 miles 
from the project site. 
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Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Buteo regalis 
Ferruginous hawk 

-- WL N/A Prefers open-country, grasslands, 
sagebrush, shrublands, periphery of 
forests, canyon areas, cliffs, outcrops, 
deserts. Nests in trees, on cliffs, 
transmission towers.  

None. Suitable grassland, sagebrush, 
shrubland, forest, canyon, cliff, outcrop 
and desert nesting and foraging habitat is 
absent at the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 
The nearest e-bird sighting was 
documented approximately 3.8 miles 
from the project site. 

Buteo swainsoni 
Swainson’s hawk 

-- CT N/A Breeds in grasslands with scattered 
trees, juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, 
savannahs, & agricultural or ranch 
lands with groves or lines of trees. 
Requires adjacent suitable foraging 
areas such as grasslands, or alfalfa or 
grain fields supporting rodent 
populations. 

None. Suitable grassland and agricultural 
habitat is absent at the project site. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. The nearest e-bird sighting 
was documented approximately 2 miles 
from the project site. 

Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus 
sandiegensis 
Coastal cactus wren 

-- SSC N/A Requires native scrub vegetation with 
mature cholla or prickly-pear. Cactus 
patches for nesting.  

None. Suitable scrub and cactus habitat is 
absent at the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 
The nearest e-bird sighting was 
documented approximately 5.5 miles 
from the project site; however, this 
sighting was Campylorhynchus 
brunneicapillus. 

Coccyzus americanus occidentalis 
Western yellow-billed cuckoo 

FE CE N/A Riparian forest nester, along the broad, 
lower flood-bottoms of larger river 
systems. Nests in riparian jungles of 
willow, often mixed with cottonwoods, 
with lower story of blackberry, nettles, 
or wild grape. 

None. Suitable riparian habitat is absent 
at the project site. One CNDDB-recorded 
occurrence is approximately 4.6 miles 
from the project site. The nearest e-bird 
sighting was documented approximately 
7.3 miles from the project site. 
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Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
in Project Area Fed State CRPR 

Empidonax traillii extimus 
Southwestern willow flycatcher 

FE CE N/A Prefers moist shrubby areas, thickets of 
willows near streams, canyon bottoms, 
mountainside seepages, margins of 
lakes and ponds, riparian woodlands. 

None. Suitable riparian habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. The 
nearest e-bird sighting was documented 
approximately 7.3 miles from the project 
site. 

Icteria virens 
Yellow-breasted chat 

-- SSC N/A Inhabits riparian thickets of willow and 
other brushy tangles near 
watercourses. Nests in low, dense 
riparian, consisting of willow, 
blackberry, wild grape; forages and 
nests within 10 feet of ground. 

None. Suitable riparian and brushy tangle 
habitat is absent from the project site. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. The nearest e-bird sighting 
was documented approximately 4 miles 
from the project site. 

Laterallus jamaicensis 
coturniculus 
California black rail 

-- CT N/A Inhabits freshwater marshes, wet 
meadows and shallow margins of 
saltwater marshes bordering larger 
bays. Needs water depths of about 1 
inch that do not fluctuate during the 
year and dense vegetation for nesting 
habitat. 

None. Suitable marsh and meadow 
habitat is absent from the project site. No 
CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. The nearest e-bird sighting is 
over 20 miles away from the project site. 

Passerculus sandwichensis 
beldingi 
Belding’s savannah sparrow 

-- CE N/A Agricultural fields, meadows, marshes, 
coastal grasslands, tundra. 

None. Suitable field, meadow, marsh, 
coastal grassland and tundra habitat is 
absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 
The nearest e-bird sighting was 
documented approximately 7.7 miles 
from the project site. 
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Habitat Potential for Occurrence  
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Pelecanus occidentalis 
californicus 
California brown pelican 

Deliste
d 

Delisted/FP N/A Coastal marine and estuaries. Roosts 
onshore at night; sandbars, pilings, 
jetties, breakwaters, offshore rocks and 
islands.  

None. Suitable marine and estuary habitat 
is absent from the project site. No CNDDB 
records within 5 miles of the project site. 
The nearest e-bird sighting was 
documented approximately 7.7 miles 
from the project site. 

Polioptila californica californica 
Coastal California gnatcatcher 

FT SSC N/A Obligate, permanent resident of coastal 
sage scrub below 2,500 feet in 
Southern California. Low, coastal sage 
scrub in arid washes, on mesas and 
slopes. Not all areas classified as 
coastal sage scrub are occupied. 

None. Suitable coastal sage scrub habitat 
is absent from the project site. One 
CNDDB-recorded occurrence is 
approximately 5 miles from the project 
site. The nearest e-bird sighting was 
documented approximately 3.5 miles 
from the project site. 

Riparia riparia 
bank swallow 

-- CT N/A Colonial nester; nests primarily in 
riparian and other lowland habitats 
west of the desert. Requires vertical 
banks/cliffs with fine-textured/sandy 
soils near streams, rivers, lakes, ocean 
to dig nesting hole. 

None. Suitable riparian, cliff, and other 
aquatic habitat is absent from the project 
site. One CNDDB record encompasses the 
City of Norwalk. The nearest e-bird 
sighting was documented approximately 
3.5 miles from the project site. 

Sternula antillarum browni 
California least tern 

FE CE N/A Nests along the coast from San 
Francisco Bay south to northern Baja 
California. Colonial breeder on bare or 
sparsely vegetated, flat substrates: 
sand beaches, alkali flats, landfills, or 
paved areas. 

None. Suitable coastal habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. The 
nearest e-bird sighting was documented 
approximately 7.5 miles from the project 
site. 
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Vireo bellii pusillus 
Least Bell’s vireo 

FE CE N/A Summer resident of Southern California 
in low riparian in vicinity of water or in 
dry river bottoms; below 2,000 feet. 
Nests placed along margins of bushes 
or on twigs projecting into pathways, 
usually willow, Baccharis, mesquite. 

None. Suitable riparian habitat is absent 
from the project site. Two CNDDB-
recorded occurrences are approximately 3 
and 3.5 miles from the project site. The 
nearest e-bird sighting was documented 
approximately 5.5 miles from the project 
site. 

Mammals 
Antrozous pallidus 
pallid bat 

-- SSC N/A Deserts, grasslands, shrublands, 
woodlands and forests. Most common 
in open, dry habitats with rocky areas 
for roosting. Roosts must protect bats 
from high temperatures. Prefers rocky 
outcrops, cliffs, and crevices with 
access to open habitats for foraging. 
Very sensitive to disturbance of 
roosting sites. 

None. Suitable desert, grassland, 
shrubland, woodland and forest habitat 
for foraging and roosting is absent from 
the project site. No CNDDB records within 
5 miles of the project site. 

Eumops perotis californicus 
western mastiff bat 

-- SSC N/A Many open, semi-arid to arid habitats, 
including conifer and deciduous 
woodlands, coastal scrub, grasslands, 
chaparral, etc. Roosts in crevices in cliff 
faces, high buildings, trees and tunnels. 

Not Expected. Suitable open or semi-arid 
habitat for foraging is absent from the 
project site; marginal roosting habitat 
exists in buildings and trees. One CNDDB-
recorded occurrence is approximately 5 
miles from the project site. 

Lasiurus xanthinus 
Western yellow bat 

-- SSC N/A Found in valley foothill riparian, desert 
riparian, desert wash, and palm oasis 
habitats. Roosts in trees, particularly 
palms. Forages over water and among 
trees. 

None. Suitable foraging and roosting 
habitat is absent from the project area. 
No CNDDB records within 5 miles of the 
project site. 
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Lepus californicus bennettii 
San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit 

-- SSC N/A Intermediate canopy stages of shrub 
habitats & open shrub / herbaceous & 
tree / herbaceous edges. Coastal sage 
scrub habitats in Southern California. 

None. Suitable shrub, scrub and 
herbaceous habitat is absent from the 
project site. No CNDDB records within 5 
miles of the project site. 

Nyctinomops femorosaccus 
Pocketed free-tailed bat 

-- SSC N/A Variety of arid areas in Southern 
California; pine-juniper woodlands, 
desert scrub, palm oasis, desert wash, 
desert riparian, etc. Rocky areas with 
high cliffs. 

None. Suitable arid, woodland, scrub, 
palm oasis, desert wash and desert 
riparian habitat is absent from the project 
site. No CNDDB records within 5 miles of 
the project site. 

Perognathus longimembris 
pacificus 
Pacific pocket mouse 

FE SSC N/A Occurs on fine-grain, sandy substrates 
in open coastal sage scrub, coastal 
strand, coastal dune and river alluvium 
habitats near the Pacific Ocean.  

None. Suitable coastal habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Taxidea taxus 
American badger 

-- SSC N/A Most abundant in drier open stages of 
most shrub, forest, and herbaceous 
habitats, with friable soils. Needs 
sufficient food, friable soils and open, 
uncultivated ground. Preys on 
burrowing rodents. Digs burrows. 

None. Suitable open habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

Fish 

Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus 
pop. 10 
steelhead -southern California 
coast DPS 

FE -- N/A Watersheds with clean, stable 
spawning gravels, rivers, estuaries, 
ocean. 

None. Suitable aquatic habitat is absent 
from the project site. No CNDDB records 
within 5 miles of the project site. 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Federal Listing Categories (used 
above): 
 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) State Listing Categories 
(used above): 
 

FE Federally Listed as Endangered CE State listed as Endangered 
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FT Federally listed as Threatened CT State listed as Threatened 

- No Listing SSC California Species of Special Concern 

  FP Fully Protected Species 

  WL California Watch List 

  - No Listing 

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Listing Categories 
 

1A Presumed extirpated or extinct in California 2B.3 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more 
common elsewhere; not very threatened in California 

1B.1 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California and 
elsewhere; seriously threatened in California 

3.2 Plants about which we need more information, fairly 
threatened in California 

1B.2 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California and 
elsewhere;  fairly threatened in California 

3.3 Plants about which we need more information, not very 
threatened in California 

2B.1 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more 
common elsewhere; seriously threatened in California 

4.2 Plants of limited distribution; fairly threatened in California 

2B.2 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more 
common elsewhere; fairly threatened in California 

  

Special-status Species Potential to Occur Criteria 
 
None Indicates that the area contains a complete lack of suitable habitat, the local range for the species is restricted, and/or the species is 

extirpated in this region. 
Not 
Expected 

Indicates situations where suitable habitat or key habitat elements may be present but may be of poor quality or isolated from the 
nearest extant occurrences. Habitat suitability refers to factors such as elevation, soil chemistry and type, vegetation communities, 
microhabitats, and degraded/substantially altered habitats. 

Possible Indicates the presence of suitable habitat or key habitat elements that potentially support the species. 
Present Indicates that either the target species was observed directly or its presence was confirmed by diagnostic signs during field investigations 

or in previous studies in the area. 
 





  


	Initial Study Cover
	Table of Contents
	Chapter 1   Introduction
	1.1 Intent and Scope of this Document
	1.2 Public Involvement Process
	1.3 Organization of this Document
	1.4 Impact Terminology

	Chapter 2  Project Description
	2.1 Background and Need for the Project
	2.2 Project Purpose and Objectives
	2.3 Project Location and Setting
	2.4 Proposed Project Characteristics
	2.4.1 Project Facilities
	2.4.2 Construction
	2.4.3 Existing and Proposed Operations

	2.5 Permits and Approvals

	Chapter 3  Environmental Checklist
	Environmental Factors Potentially Affected
	Determination
	3.1 Aesthetics
	3.1.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.1.2 Environmental Setting
	3.1.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.2 Agricultural Resources
	3.2.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.2.2 Environmental Setting
	3.2.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.3 Air Quality
	3.3.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.3.2 Environmental Setting
	3.3.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.4 Biological Resources
	3.4.1 Environmental Setting
	3.4.2 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.5 Cultural Resources
	3.5.1 Environmental Setting
	3.5.2 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.6 Energy
	3.6.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.6.2 Environmental Setting
	3.6.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.7 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
	3.7.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.7.2 Environmental Setting
	3.7.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
	3.8.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.8.2 Environmental Setting
	3.8.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
	3.9.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.9.2 Environmental Setting
	3.9.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.10 Hydrology and Water Quality
	3.10.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.10.2 Environmental Setting
	3.10.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.11 Land Use and Planning
	3.11.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.11.2 Environmental Setting
	3.11.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.12 Mineral Resources
	3.12.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.12.2 Environmental Setting
	3.12.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.13 Noise
	3.13.1 Overview of Noise and Vibration Concepts and Terminology
	3.13.2 Regulatory Setting
	3.13.3 Environmental Setting
	3.13.4 Discussion of Checklist Reponses

	3.14 Population and Housing
	3.14.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.14.2 Environmental Setting
	3.14.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.15 Public Services
	3.15.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.15.2 Environmental Setting
	3.15.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.16 Recreation
	3.16.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.16.2 Environmental Setting
	3.16.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.17 Transportation
	3.17.1 Traffic and Transportation Terminology
	3.17.2 Regulatory Setting
	3.17.3 Environmental Setting
	3.17.4 Impact Analysis
	3.17.5 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.18 Tribal Cultural Resources
	3.18.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.18.2 Environmental Setting
	3.18.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.19 Utilities and Service Systems
	3.19.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.19.2 Environmental Setting
	3.19.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.20 Wildfire
	3.20.1 Regulatory Setting
	3.20.2 Environmental Setting
	3.20.3 Discussion of Checklist Responses

	3.21 Mandatory Findings of Significance
	3.21.1 Discussion of Checklist Responses


	Chapter 4   References
	Chapter 5  Report Preparation
	Appendix A. Biological Resources Supporting Data



