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SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2012052019 

Project Title: Mendocino Coast TMDL Implementation Project - Phase 3, South Fork Big River Component Stream 

Crossings Project (Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement No. EPIMS-MEN-494045-R1C) 

Project Location (Mendocino): The Project to be completed is located within the Big River watershed, 

approximately 6.9 miles east of the town of Comptche, County of Mendocino, State of California. The Project is 

located in Sections 18 and 19, T 16N, R 14W, Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian; in the Bailey Ridge U.S. Geological 

Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 149-050-11, 149-050-08, 149-050-03, 149-040-06, and 

149-030-08-05; latitude 39.2459 N and longitude 123.4583 W at Stream Crossing 7 (SC #7). 

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake and Streambed 

Alteration Agreement ([EPIMS-MEN-49045-R1C), pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1602, to the project 

Applicant, Joe Scriven, representing Mendocino Resource Conservation District. 

The Project is limited to six encroachments. All encroachments described below will follow the treatments described 

in the conceptual treatments document provided with the Notification materials. One proposed encroachment (SC 

#7) is to upgrade an existing unimproved low water crossing to a vented armored fill crossing. Work for this 

encroachment will include excavation, installation of 20 cubic yards of 0.5-1.5 foot diameter rock armor for a 

keyway, placement of a new properly sized culvert, installation of five cubic yards of 8-12 inch diameter rock for the 

driving surface rock, backfilling and compaction of fill, and rock armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. 

One proposed encroachment (SC #8) is to realign a diverted stream channel, install a stream crossing culvert, 

install a critical dip on the left hinge line of the crossing, and armor a knickpoint in the channel upstream of the 

crossing. Work for this encroachment will include excavation, placement of a new properly sized culvert, backfilling 

and compaction of fill, installation of ten cubic yards of 0.5-1.5 foot diameter rock into the knickpoint, and rock 

armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. 

One proposed encroachment (SC # 10) is to upgrade an existing culvert and install a critical dip on the left hinge 

line of the crossing. Related road work will also include adding five cubic yards of 0.5-1.0 foot diameter riprap to the 

right inboard ditch, installing a rolling dip up the right road, installing an 18-inch diameter ditch relief culvert (DRC) 

paired with the rolling dip, and clean/cut the inboard ditch approximately 300 feet up the right road to the existing 

DRC. Work for this encroachment will include excavation, removal of the existing culvert, removal of an old 

concrete culvert in the channel below the crossing, replacement with a new properly sized culvert, backfilling and 

compaction of fill, and rock armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. 
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One proposed encroachment (SC #13) is to upgrade an existing culvert and install a critical dip on the left hinge line 

of the crossing that outlets into an existing gully. Work for this encroachment will include removal of a concrete 

apron around the inlet of the existing culvert, excavation, removal of the existing culvert, replacement with a new 

properly sized culvert, backfilling and compaction of imported fill, and rock armoring as necessary to minimize 

erosion. 

One proposed encroachment (SC #14) is to upgrade an existing culvert and install a critical dip on the left hinge line 

of the crossing. Related road work will also include installing a rolling dip up the right road to drain the road surface 

and installing an 18-inch diameter ditch relief culvert (DRC) paired with the rolling dip to drain the ponded area 

upslope of the road and to the right of the crossing. Work for this encroachment will include excavation, removal of 

the existing culvert, replacement with a new properly sized culvert, backfilling and compaction of fill, and rock 

armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. 

The final proposed encroachment (SC #15) is to upgrade an existing culvert, rock armor an outside bend in the 

stream channel upslope of the crossing with 5 cubic yards of 2.0-2.5 foot diameter rock, install 5 cubic yards of 2.0-

2.5 foot rock armor as a grade control structure in the stream channel immediately upstream of the new culvert 

inlet, and install a critical dip on the right hinge line of the crossing. Work for this encroachment will include 

excavation, establishment of a 4-foot wide channel with 2:1 slopes above and below the crossing, removal of the 

existing culvert, replacement with a new properly sized culvert, backfilling and compaction of fill, and rock armoring 

as necessary to minimize erosion. 

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, approved the project described above on September 

25, 2025, and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of 

Regulations section 15096, subdivision (i): 

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects 

within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency. 

2. CDFW considered the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by the Lead Agency for this project 

pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f). 

3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of CDFW’s approval of the project. 

4. A Mitigation Reporting or Monitoring Plan was not adopted by CDFW for this project. 

5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project. 

6. Findings were not made by CDFW pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15091.  

 

The Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project is available to the general public at the office location 

listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW’s record of project approval as a Responsible Agency is available at 

CDFW’s regional office. 

 

Signature:         Date:     

Angela Liebenberg, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor 

 

 

 

Date Received for filing at LCI:      
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