202385000661
FILED
July 10, 2023
HUGH NGUYEN
CLERK - RECORDER
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Deputy clork %

ORANGE COUNTY 306-01//0/2025-05)3

CLERK-RECORDER
CEQA FILING COVER SHEET

THIS SPACE FOR CLERK'S USE ONLY

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with ths County Clark-Recarder

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY
Project Title

2025 CIRCULATION ELEMENT UPDATE

Check Document being Filed:

®) Environmentsl Impact Repert (EIR)

) Netico of Exemption (NOE)
) Other (Please fill in type):

0 Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declaration (ND)

Posted for 30 days

DEPUTY 333

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE
COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER ON July 10, 2025

Fiting fees are due at the time a Notice of Determination/Exemption is filed with our office.For more Information
on filing fees and No Effect Determinations, please refer to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, sectlon 753.5.




FILED

!JUL 10 2025

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDE

NOTICE OF PETERMINATION

FOR-AN-ADBRENDUM-FO-AN-ENVIRONMENTALIMPAET-REPORT

TO: [0 County Clerk [] Office of Planning and Research
County of Orange

FROM: City of Rancho Santa Margarita
Development Services Department
Planning Division
22112 El Paseo
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
Contact: Wendy Starks, AICP, Principal Planner
(949)-635-1807 | wstarks@cityofrsm.org

SUBIJECT: Filing of Notice of Determinaticn in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code

State Clearinghouse Number: SCH No: 2018041075; Previously Certified 2020 City of Rancho Santa
Margarita General Plan EIR

Project Title: 2025 Circulation Element Update
Project Applicant: City of Rancho Santa Margarita
Project Location: City of Rancho Santa Margarita, Orange County, California

Project Description: The Project involves a comprehensive update to the General Plan Circulation
Element. The 2025 Circulation Element Update includes minor changes/additions to reflect the current
regulatory setting, including recently adopted amendments to the General Plan Land Use Element,
Housing Element, and Safety Element, revisions to goals and policies to provide additional clarity and
direction, address more current transportation modes, identify opportunities for new bikeways, and to
better reflect the community’s circulation needs. This includes the addition of a new goal and policies,
minor changes to existing goal and policies, and minor updates to the City’s Circulation Plan.

This notice is to advise that the City of Rancho Santa Margarita {Lead Agency) has approved the 2025
Circulation Element Update on July 9, 2025, and has made the following determinations regarding the
above-gescribed Project:

14

he City concluded, based on substantial evidence, that the 2025 Circulation Element Update

roject (Project) would result in no new significant impacts that were not analyzed in the 2020

ity of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan FEIR (2020 General Plan FEIR), nor would the

roposed Project cause a substantial increase in the severity of any previously identified
sjgnificant impacts. The potential impacts associated with the proposed Project would either be
' the same or less than those described in the 2020 General Plan FEIR. In addition, there are no
shibstantial changes to the circumstances under which the proposed Project would be undertaken

/
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that would result in new or more severe environmental impacts than previously addressed inthe
2020 General Plan FEIR, nor has any new information regarding the potential for new ‘or more
severe significant environmental impacts been identified.

The 2020 City of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan EIR (SCH No. 2018041075) was previously
prepared and certified by the City of Rancho Santa Margarita pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

An Addendum to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan EIR was prepared by the City
of Rancho Santa Margarita and considered by the City Council.prior to approving the 2025
Circulation Element Update Project.

No new Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program {(MMRP) was adopted for this Project, as
no new Mitigation Measures were required. The MMRP adopted for the 2020 City of Rancho
Santa Margarita General Plan Final EIR remain in effect.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for the 2020 Clty of Rancho Santa
Margarita General Plan Final EIR.

Findings for the 2020 City of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan Final EIR were previously made
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

The environmental documentation and record of project approval may be examined during regular
business hours at the City of Rancho Santa Margarita, Development Services Department, Planning
Division, 22112 El Paseo, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688.

signaturecA { /m [k

Title:

Date:
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(FILED

JUL 10 2025
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECUR{IER
BY / uﬁpm_"f
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ORANGE GOUNTY
CLERK-RECORDER
CEQA FILING GOVER BHEET

THIS SPAGE FOR GLERK'S USE ONLY

Complels 1nd attach this form to aach CEQA Nelice fled with the County Clark-Recorder
TYRE OR PRINT GLEARLY
Prolact Tltle

HOUSING ELEMENT IMPLEMENTATION AND REZONING PRQJECT

Gheck Dosument belng Filed:
O Envirgnmental Impact Report (ER)
() Miigatod Nogative Daolaration (MND) or Nagative Dedlaration (ND)
O .Notlce of Exemption {NOE)

O Other (Please fill In type): F I L E D

o - JUL 10 2025
F ] L E D HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
BY; /D DEPUTY

AG 29 4
HUGH NGUYEN, @RKORECORUER
RY

- . bERUTY

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE
COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER QN Atssi 2% 202
Posted for 30 days

pEpUTY V@

Fliing fees are due at the time a Notits of Detanminatlon/Exemption Is fllad with our oftlce For more Information
on filing feas am;f Nb Eftact Determlnatlona, pleass rofer to California Goda of Ragulations, Title 14, sestion 7845,
i
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NOTIGE-OF-BETERMINATION

FOR AN ADDENDUM TO AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

TO: & County Clerk . ' [ Office of Planntng and Research
County of Qrange

EFROM: Ci;:y of Rancho Sanlta Margarita | F ! L E D

Development Services Department
Planning Divislon .

32142 El Paseo ' ' | AUG 29 2024

Rancho Santa Margarlta, CA 52688 HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
Contact: Wendy Starks, AICP, Principal Planner BY: .
(949)-635-1807 | wstarks@cityofrsm.org i DEPUTY

SUBIECT: Fliing of Notlce of Determination in compllance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code -

State Clearinghﬁdée Number: SCH No: 2018041075; Previously Certifled 2020 City of Rancho Santa
Margarita General Plan EiR

Project Title: Houstng Elemant Implementation and Rezoning Preject
Projééﬁﬁgﬁi_ticanﬂ Clty of Rancho Santa Margarita LS

Pr&jer;_t Location: City ofﬂancho Santa Margarlta, Orangg County, Caiif'c:[nia

Project Dascription: To comply with the adopted 2021-2029 Housing Element Programs, the City proposes
an amendment to the General Plan Land Use Element, Inclustve of the Land Use NMap {Flgure LU-1), a text
~d@mendment to the Rancho Santa Margarita Zoning Code, and an amendment to the Zoning Map.

This notice Is to advise that the City of Rancho Santa Margarita {Lead Agency) has approved the Housing

Element Implementation and Rezoning Profect on August 28, 2024 and has made the following
determinations regarding the above-described Project:

Ty

» The City concluded, based on substagtla! evidence, that the Houstng Element implementation and

Rezoning Profect {Project) would fesult In no new significant impacts that were not analyzed In

the 2020 City of Rancho Santa Margarita Genaral Plan FEIR {2020 General Plan FEIR}, nor would

the proposed Project cause a substantial increase I the severity of any praviously identified

signifleant impacts. The potential impacts assoclatad with the proposed Project would sfther be

the same or less than those desgribed In the 2020 General Plan FEIR. In addition, there are no

substantial changes to the clreumstances under which the pro?osed Project would be undertaken

that wotlld resultin new or more severe envh;qpi’ﬁ"fenta! Impacts than previeusly addressed In the-

2020 General Plan FEIR, nor has any new ir.'l%rmation regarding the potential for new or more
severe significant environmental impacts been Identiflad.

£t ]
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o The 2020 City of Rancho Santa Margarita-General Plan EIR-{5CH No. 2018041075) was previously :‘
prepared and certified by the Clty of Rancho Santa Margarita pursuant to the pravis]ons of CEQA.

o An Addendum to the City of Rancho Santa Margarlta General Plan EIR was prepared by the City
of Rancho Santa Margartta and consldered by the City Council prior 1o approving the Housing
Element tmplementation and Rezonlng Praject.

* No new Mlittgation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) was adopted for this Project, as
no new Mitigation Measures were required. The MMRP adopted for the 2020 City of Ram.ho
Santa Margarfta General Plan Final EIR remaln tn eﬁect

» A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for the 2020 City of Rancho Santa
Margarita General Plan Final EIR.

s Findings for the 2020 Clty of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan Finaj ElR,.JW'ere_previously made
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

©

The environmental documentation and record of project approval may be exdinined durlng regular
business hours at the City of Rancho Santa Margarlta, Development Services Departmpnt Planning
Divlsion, 22112 El Paseo, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92648,

Slgnature: W Sturlls
Title: /Or’"/fl C}/ﬁ{f p/ﬂ/ll’?ﬁf

Date: 3{/2 ql/ 2y
FILED
AUG 29 202k

HED NGUYEN,\?LERK-REGORDER

(0] DEPUTY

)

By

" FILED

{ JUL 10 2025 ' ;
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
BY: 1D oeeur




HUGH NGUYEN BIRTH AND DEATH RECGORDS
' FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES

: MARRIAGE LICENSES/RECORDS
CLERK-RECORDER HOTARY REGISTRATION
ORANGE GOUNTY ARGHIVES

PASSPORTS

PROPERTY RECORDS

[TTYRSHZ2HARLAm 1816

CITY QF RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA

22112 BL PASEQ '
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA, CA 92688 F l L E D

- AUG 29 2024

Office of the Orange County Clerk-Recorder HUGH NOUYEN, c!;ERi{-RECORDER
BY.

Memorgndem
BERUTY

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF DETERMINATION - BIR - PRIOR FILING [

The attached notice was re;:aivsd,"ﬁled and 2 copy was posted on  02/10/2022
It remalued posted for 30 {thirty) days,

Fugh Nguyen
Clerk - Recorder
In wndd for the County of Orange

By: Colests Banda Deputy
Public Resourcs Code 210923

The notice required pursuant to Seotions 21080,4 and 21092 for an stvironmental impact report shall be posted in
the office of the County Clesk of each county ¥¥* in which the project will be located and shall remain posted for
a pariod of 30 days, The notice required pursuant to Seetion 21092 for » negative declaration shall bo so posted
for a parlod of 20 davs. unless otherwise required by law to be posted for 30 duys. The Connty Clek ghall post
totleas within 24 hours of recolnt,

Public Resource Code 21152 -

All noticss filed pursuant fo this section shall be available for public inspection, and shall be posted *** within 24
hous of recelnt in the offics of the County Clerk, Each notice shall wemain pusted for & perlod of 30 days.

5+ TharaRer, the olerk shall retum the notics to the loodl lead agency **# within a notation of the period it was
posted, The laeal lead agency shall retaln the notice for not less than nine months, /

Additions or changes b
£ o

y wnderding; delstions by ¥

[

¥

4
SRR -1

SRRHMIMRST Y g v

1714} 834-2500 & BAX: (774) 834-247§ ¢  OCRECONDER.GOM ¢ QCARCHIVES.COM




N casH RECEPT
. DFW TH8:60 (REV, 01/01/22) Pravicusly DFG 758,8a

.Edﬁt

WS - R

RECEIPT NUMBER:
30— 0210f2022 - 0108

BTATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicabls)

SHE INSTRUCTIONS OK REVERGH, TYPRORPRINT BLEARLY, 2018041078
LEAD AGENGY LEADAGENGY EMALL DATE

CITY OF RANGHD SANTA MARGARITA 02/10/2022
COUNTY/ETATE AGENOY OF FILING ROGUMENT NUMRER
Orange 202288000101
PROJEAT TILE

2021-2029 HOUSING ELEMENT AND SAFETY ELEMENT UPDATE

PROJECT ARPLICANT NAME SROJECT ARPLICANT EMAIL FHONE NUMBER
CITY QF RANCHO S8ANTA MARGARITA : (049)636-1807
BROJECT APRLICANT AUDRESS oY STATE 2P GODE
22112 El. PABEO msonosanranmanrs A 02688
PROJEGT APPLIGANT (Gheck appmariale hox)

Lonat Publla Agancy [7] gohwal Oistrial {] other Spucial Distict [T Btals Agenay (] Privata Bttty
CHEQK APPLIOABLE PEES:

L} Envirmnanta impeet Report (EIR) g3,H30.98 8 0.09

[ MitigaiadiNegativs Dactaration (MND)ND} s784800 8 0,00

3 Certifiedt Regulatory Frogram (ORPY dostrment - payrent due diracty to GDFW $Mu082s 8 0.00

{2 Bxernnt frat e

{) Noltco of Exsmatlon {attash)
[ GFW No Bifest Detonninatlon (altact)

{4 Fen praviously pald (fluch previously lsswad cagh rocelpl ooy}

1 Walar Righ Application of Petliion Fes {Stals Watar Resourdes Cantrot Board anly) saE000  § 0:_(?2

[ County doctmentary handiing les $ -

71 other 8
PAYMENT METHOD

0 cash [ Cedl [ Check (3 Othar TOTALREGEIVED  § 0.00

/ -
SIANATURE AGENGY OF FILING PRINTED NAME ANDTIVLE
X DERPUTY CLERK, CLAUDIA FRANCO
=
AUG 29 2024
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
BY,___ ' DEPUTY
QORY « COUNTY CLERK DFW 75380 (tav, DID12032)

QHIBINAL »FROECT ARPLIGANT CORY - CDRWASD CORY - LBAD AGHNOY




POSTED ' FILED

FEB 10 2022 : FEB 10 202'2 ‘

HUBH NG " JIE
HUGH NOUYELL CLBRKRECORDER H % 223“50"“"5”
Y, ' L. et DERUTY

oy

H
i

Zo-03(1gfeepa

e PRAUTY
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
FOR AN ADPENDUM TO AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

TO: {1 County Glerk [ offfce of Plamting and Research
County of Orsnge

Recorded n Ofﬂcml Racords. Orange Gounty

FROM:: Clty of Rancho Santa Margarlt
| [T
giiﬁﬁoegggizmarg&rlta, A D688 4223 giﬁsgogcjf'i 10 11am 02” 0/22

Cantact! Wendy Starks, AICP, Frinclpal Planner — o,00 80,00 0.00 0.00 0,000,060 0.00 0,00
{948)-635-1807 | wstarks@cityofrsm.org |

SUBJECT: Flllng of Notlce of Datermination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21182 of the Public
Resources c(;d_e '

State Cloaringhouse Numbert SCH No: 2018041075; Previously Certifled 2020 Clty of Rancho Sarta

Margarita Genaeral Plan 8IR
FILED

Project Title: 20212029 Houging Blement and Safety Element Updata

AUG 29 2624

. HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
Project Lasation; City of Rancho Santa Margarita, Orange County, Callfornta By: |/ &7

Profect Applicant: City of Rancho Santa Margarita

BEPUTY

Project Description: The Clty proposes an update to the 2021-2020 Housing Element and Safety Element,
Tha Projact Involvas minor changes/additians to tha Housing Element in compllance with State Housing
Elemant Law Government Code Sectlons 65580-85590.1, and minor chapgesfedditions to the Safety
Elameant to meet the requiraments of California Governmant Code Section 65302(g). -

This notlea fs to advise that the Clty of Rancho Santa Margarita (Lead Agency) has approved the 2021~
2029 Housing Element and Safety Elemant Update en February 9, 2022 and has made the ol lowlng
datarminations regarding the above-deseribad Projects

s The Clty concluced, basad on substantial evidance, that the 2021-2029 Housing Element and
Safaty Element Updata Project {Projact) would rasult in no new significant impacts that were not
analyzed In the 2020 City of Rancho Santa Margarita Genaral Plan FEIR (3020 Ganeral Plan FEI)R),
not woltld the proposed Project cause 2 substantial Increase In the sevarlty of any previously
entifled significant Impacts. The potential Impacts assochktad with the proposed Project would
gither be the sama or lass than those descrlbed in the 2020 Geperal Plan FEIR. In addltlon, there_
are ho substantizl changes to the clrcumstances undex which the proposed Project would be
undartakan that would result In new or more severe anvironmentsl Impacts than previously
addressad in the 2020 General Plan FEIR, nor has any new Information regarding the potential for
naw of More severe signifleant environmental Impacts been identiflad,

ol $E
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¢ The 2020 City of Rahcho Santa Margarita Ganaral Plan EIR {SCH No., 2018041075} was previously
preparad and certifiad by the City of Rancho Sante Margatta pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

¢ An Addandum ta the Clty of Rancho Santa Murgarite General Plen EIR was prepared by the City
of Rencho Santa Margarlta and conslderad by the City Coundll prior to approving the 2021-2029
Housing Element and Safety Elsment Update Projact.

e No naw Mltlgstion Monitortng and Reporting Program (MMRP) was adopted for this Project, as -
na naw Mitigation Measures were raguirad. The MIVIRP adopted for the 2020 City of Rancho
Santa Murgarita Genaral Plan Final EIR ramaln In effect.

& A Staternant of Dverrldlng Consldarations was sdopted for the 2020 City of Rancho Santa
Margarita Genaral Plan Final EIR.

»  Flndings for tha 2020 City of Rancho Santa Margatita General Plan Final BIR wera previously made
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA,

. The gnvizonmantat documantation and record of project approval may be examined durlng regular
business hours at the City of Rencho Sants Mergarita, Development Services Dapartmant, Planning
Division, 22242 E! Pageo, Rancha Santa Margarita, CA 92688,

" Signature! ( /MW

Titles Fray G[/’/i(d ﬁ AN,
Dates sl U/RUAR

POSTED FILED
FEB 10 209 FEB 10 2022

HUGH LY REGORDER
HuaH NGU‘E}E KRECORDER (Cﬁ |
' - ) [ W....-f"" D P UTY
23] \ DER|TY
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Finalimation: 20220000084377
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428 H03A
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I O W

PUSITED

FILED Eﬁﬁﬁﬂ{

MAR 19 202
\ N LEAICREGORDE DEPATHIRLT
Noties of Determination ™ nouum.vi‘ﬂ'gﬂﬁfﬂﬂnmw ww Appendix D
BY§ ua 1T
Toz W [T
Office of Planning ang Hessarch Publlo Agtano%« _91%% of Rangho Santa Margarta
0.6, Mall Stragt Address: Addrans; 43112
- Rancho Bania uargari!gl_CAgzﬁaa
1.0, HBox 8044 1400 Tandt 1, Am 113 Gontaot: Wondy Starks. Principal Plannor
a o, 1 Wendy Starks, Prncipst Planar
seramento, OA B5872.8044 Sucramento, OA $5314 Fhone: 948.635.4807
= goun{y Cfte% Laad Agenoy (if diferent ¢ hove)
ounty of: ad Ageno nt fram above);
Address; 6D %Rﬁaa Btradt .
Santd Ang, CA 2701 T Address
Conteot; .
Phone;
BURJAECT: Filing of Nolioe of Datermination In compliance with Sootlon 21108 or 21168 of tha Publio
Heavurgos Cotls,

Gtate Olearinghouse Number {If submitted to Btals Clearinghouan): 2018041076

Project Thie: Renchp Banta Margarlla General ian Update
Projuct Applicant: Gty of Ransho Bente Margarlta
Prajest Losatlon (Inoluda sounty): Rensho Sante Maraarita (oliywida), County of Orange

Projent Desoription:

'nm Genata Phn [ydate b 2 eirtagia uptzts fimed o vy otemanlsl QosanivitenGpon fpven, Seonarml Dodapraan, Land Ugy, Nelkn, and Sefaty, Trip Crabition
lem ﬂmnm;m Wi wdaw%n 2313 m #ia magwenlrvnm mus. 0 ehi g0y mi;p ropcsw Ty Vo b almup»gm :‘?m pmpom' ol thy CioAsees m?::. Ip Lo prewida tie

g Coervilialan, anleg cammuply ntshmm nrid o sty coneisionl plan “mju tha Chvn ﬁﬂorrmuk‘nﬂ ond dpvaiopmant

mwmmmghmww Hen p!amung pmd 2. ‘The mu pmnmm elystas s wpdale of e Oonolel P isoltng data, goals, Bnd pelleto
tond, cawal 08 e Histortpal davalnprondt panana by !ie Glly with only

Baund o ha "i‘j"md [arat Ua daskingiang, maskptin dmu%ﬂﬂd Tajetisity toed ror tavh P
Iimted partol holg deyvlopad b4 Vib marimis don: lalansily, the roasonnbly &h! cfrmtdmnpmn] Mnnhwmn papazadiord vos mmwuhmoou
dnvuhpmm v puthp (2040 utdidnng By D20 woditonal dueXing Llla gad BONS,014 fequars feed of non-tapkkin Al bng,

E This 3 1o advlse that the _Cily of Rangho Septa Marpariin ... has approved the ahuva

{(®] Lead Aganoy or L] Rasponalble Agancy)

desoribed projeot on 31’: gffo)m and has mada the following determinations ragurding the above
ate
Y awsoribad projgot.

1. The projeot (8] wil ] will not} have « slgnifioant efiest on the envirerment, %
. [W] An Environrnantal impact Repart wag prapared for e projest pursuant o the provislons of GEGA. %
[C] A Nogative Detlarallon was praparad for thls profeat pursuant 1o tha proviaions of GEOA, %

FEB 18 222

g 8, Mitlgation measuras (18 ware ) ware notj made a conditlon of the approvat of ihe project,
g 4 A mitigation reporiing or manltering plan [ was [ wae not] adapted for thls projeot,
§ 6. A slatoment of Overrding Conslderations [ was [T was not] adopted for this projact.
8. Findinge ([ were [T wera not} meds pyrsuant do the provisions of CEQA,

mﬁi%ﬁ
4z3.180d.

gThla I8 o oerlity that the tinal IR with nnmmenba und responass and rosord of project apprcval or 1he
epetive Deplaration, ls avaliable to the General Fubillo at:
Gity of Rancho Santa Mergarita Planning Diviglen, 22142 B Paseo, Renche Sanla Margardta, OA B2658

g
§ Higristure (Publlo Agency)s ML Stur ) Titta: Prin cepal Pl 2n AL

ate! 3,/ jﬁf 4g Date Received it Racorded In Giflatal Resords, Qrange county

o e G522

g olovoriio Soction 100021174, Publle Resoproes Gode,
202086000253 2:58 pm 05/18/20
J‘S m%{” CleAt A1 2317 202 P
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POSTED
FEB H] 20?2

FILED

HLIGH Nca BCORUER
(ol DERUTY

iY;

Orange Gounby
tlarkrReassnder'a 0ffdoe
Hugh Nglyan

[ ———

801 M. Ross Sbwesh
paton

County

ripeldeatlon: 202000001183080
/40720 2188 pin

4% 231h

Ihem Plila, gounb .
b goz 1

Bike Unvivonmental Tupoot

Raport

Docunant ID RAeanty

vook 202085000253 4458.24

Time Redondad 2168 pm

T e L A DL R L

fokal . 3308,85

Payrant Typa Auovnk

e e ol e P R Wl o B l""_l”. .l'.."H‘ll" Al

thaok i:.am:}ez:mi A353,028
! B38E85

Mmaunt Due 0,00
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FOR YOUR RHEGORNA
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Plonse. sCe Clerk for rf:g'i"

o~ L. éﬁfhﬂa




late of Oalifornla - Dapatimunl-of Flsh uod Waldiie
2020 ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE GASH RECEIFT
DFW 784.82 (Rav, 01.‘0111_8] Previcusly DEQ 768,80

Gl
éﬂf{i:*u ™

e W
REGEIPT NUMBER!
90:2020 0246 .

BTATE BLEARINGHOUSE NUMBEG (il appiioabia)
BHE INSTRUOTIONS ON REVEREH, TYFI OR PRINT CLUARLY, , 2018041075
LEAB AGENGY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE

CITY OF RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA 0a/19/2020
COUNT VIR TATE AGENCY OF FILING OOGUMERNT NUMARR
{Oranga 202086000268
PROMECTTITLE
ﬁANCHO SANTA MARGARITA OBNERAL PLAN UPDATE ,
PROJEQT APRLICANT NAME FROJEOT APFLIGANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
GITY OF RANCHO BANTA MARGARITA (948) 636-1807
FROTECT APFLIGANT ADOREGS GITY ATATE AP GODE

22112 BL PASED RANGHO SANTA MARGARITA |CA ORBHR

VROJRGT APPLIGANT (Giack eparorialn Gax)
[7] Losal Publle Ageney [} achaol Distde [T Other Spaciat Dlalriot {7} slate Agancy [ pavate Bntly

CHECK APPLICARLE FEBS)
@ Erwironmental impast Rapor {EIR)
[ MitgatediNegatives Daoleraifon (MND)NGS
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RESOLUTION NQ. 25-07-09-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
RANCHO SBANTA MARGARITA, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING
THE THIRD ADDENDUM TO THE 2020 GENERAL PLAN
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, AS
PREVIOUSLY ADDENDED, FOR THE CIRCULATION
ELEMENT UPDATE PROJECT, PURSUANT TO THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

The City Council of the City of Rancho Santa Margarita, California, hereby finds,
determines, declares, and resolves as follows:

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, in connection with an update to the General Plan,
the City prepared an Environmental Impact Report entitled "Rancho Santa Margarita
General Plan Update Environmental [mpact Report, November, 2019, State
Clearinghouse No. 2018041075" ("General Plan FEIR"} and, since that time the City has
adopted TWO addenda to the General Plan FEIR; and

WHEREAS, the City of Rancho Santa Margarita has initiated the following action
(the “Project”). General Plan Amendment GPA 25-001 to update the Circulation Element
to reflect the current regulatory setting and provide additional clarity and direction and
reflect the community's circulation needs; and

WHEREAS, in connection with the Project, and in order fo comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq.
(“CEQA™), the City has determined that the proposed Project will not result in any new
significant environmental impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of previously
identified significant environmental impacts, and therefore has prepared an Addendum to
the General Plan FEIR pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 and CEQA
Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15164 (the “Second Addendum”); and

WHEREAS, on June 27, 2025, the City caused public notice to be given of the City
Council's intention to consider adoption of the Third Addendum for the Project, and on
July 9, 2025, the City Council held a public hearing on adoption of the Third Addendum;
and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the Third Addendum along with the
General Plan FEIR as previously addended, for the Project pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15164{d).

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO SANTA
MARGARITA, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND
ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

1823026.1




Resolution No. 25-07-09-03
Page 2

SECTION 1. The City Council has independently reviewed and considered the
Gereral Plan FEIR, as previously addended, including the Impacts and mitigation
measures identified thergin (Exhibit 1) and the Third Addendum to the General Plan FEIR
(Exhibit 2), and finds that no furdher envirenmental decumentation is required because
the Project would not res any new significant impacts or a substanitial increase in the
severity of previously identifled significant impacts. (Public Resources Gode § 21166 and
CEQA Guidelines 8§ 15162 and 18164.)

~ SECTION 2. The Third Addendum attached hereto as Exhibit "2" is hereby
adopted.

SECTION 3, The City Gounall finds that the above recitations are true and correct
and constitute the findings of the City Councll in this case.

 SECTION 4. The Development Services Directer is hereby directed and
authorized to cause a Natice of Determination to be filed and posted-pursuant to Public
Resources Code Section 21 152(a) aiid CEQA Guidelines Section 18094¢a) Within five (5)
days after the approval of the Projest.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 9™ DAY OF JULY 2025,

Keyiﬁﬂtf,irﬁ)éq J/#/
L. ANT?@N? BEALL, MAYOR

CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTATION AND ORIGINALITY

I, Amy Diaz, Gity Clerk of the City of Rancho Santa Margarita, California, hereby
attest to and cartify that the foregoing resolution is the ariginal resolution adopted by the
Rancho Sanhta Maigatita City Council 4t its regular meeting held on thié 8% day of July
2025, by the followirig vote: .

AYES:  Councll Members Baert, Figueroa, Holloway, Mayor Pro Tempore
MeGirr and Mayor Beall (8) -

NOES: None {Q)

ABSTAIN: None ()

ABSENT: None (0)

1823026.1




Resolution No. 28-07-09-03
Page 3

List of Exhibits:

Exhibit 1. General Plan EIR and Subsequent Addenda
Exhibit 2; Third Addendum to the General Plan EIR

1823024.1




Résolution Ne. 25070903
Page 4

2020 Gensral Plan IR httos/www.citvofism.ora/527/General-Plai-2020

'neral Plan EIR idendum 1;
: ciView/8045/General-Plan-FEIR-Addentdum-

_,Iement—U“pd ate
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2020 General Blan EIR Addendun 2,

Wﬁw crtv@frsm ara/DecumentCenteerewﬂ 1@80!2020~General Plan-ElR- Addendum~2
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Resolution No, 25-07-08-03
Page 6

EXHIBIT 2

THIRD ADDENDUM TO THE
GENERAL PLAN EIR

1823026.1
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FE RSN

T INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND

~

The City Council adopted the City's first General Plan in 2002, On January 8, 2014, the City Council
adopted a comprehensive update to the General Plan Circulation Element. In 2016, the City
initicted a General Plan Update to modernize the Conservation/Open Space, Economic
Development, Land Use, Noise, and Safety Elements to address the continued vision for the City,
{0 ensure that all elements are consistent with new State requ;remenfs for General Plans, and fo
ensure that the City's goals and policies remain appropriate for the next 15 fo 20 years. On March
11, 2020, the City Council cerfified the Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan Final ERR {Staie
Clearinghouse Number [SCH] No. 2018041075) [General Plan FEIR) and adopted the updated
Conservation/QOpen Space, Economic Development, Land Use, Noise and Safety Elemenis of the
Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan. Subseguently, on February 9, 2022, in compliance with
State Housing Element Law Government Code Sections 65580-65590.1; and to meet the
requirements of California Government Code Section 45302(g). the City Council adopted the
2021-2029 Housing Element and an update to its General Plan Safety Element (Safety Element),
which included adoption of the Addendum to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan
Final Environmental Impact Repoit for the 2021-2029 Housing Element and Safety Element Update
(2022 Addendum). Mostrecently, on August 28, 2024, to comply with Housing Element Programs
1,2, 11, 14, and 15, the City Council adopted an amendment to the General Plan Land Use
Element, inciusive of the Land Use Map, a text amendment to Rancho Santa Margarita Zoning
Code [RSMIC), and an amendment to the Zoning Map, which included adoption of the
Addendum to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plon Final Environmental Impact
Report for the Housing Element Implementation and Rezoning Project (2024 Addendum).

The City now proposes the 20242025 Circulation Element {referenced herein as "Project” or
“Circulation Element Updafe"). The Project involves a comprehensive updaie fo the Circulation
Element. The Circulation Element Update includes minor changes/additions to reflect the current
regulatary setfting, including recenily adopted amendments to the Generdl Plan Land Use
Element, Housing Element, and Safety Hement, revisions to goals and policies to provide
additional clarity and direction, address more current fransportation modes, identify opportunities
for new bikeways, and to better reflect the community's circulation needs. This includes the
addition of a new goal and palicies, minor changes to existing goal and palicies, and minor
updates to the City's Circulation Plan; refer to Section 2. -

1.2 CEQA REQUIREMENTS

The Cilty of Rancho Santa Margarita is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) for the Circulation Element Update. /

The purpose of this document is to analyze the potential differences between the impacts
identified in the General Plan FEIR, as previously addended, anid those that would potentially-be
associated with the proposed Project.
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As part of its decisicn-making process, the City is required fo review and consider whether the
proposed FProject would create new significant impacts or significant impacts that would be
substantially more severe than those disclosed In the 2020 General Plan FEIR as previously
addended. (Public Resource Code § 21166; CEQA Guidelines § 15142,} If major revisions to the
2020 General Plan FEIR are not necessary and none of the conditions described in State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15162 calling for the preparation of additional CEQA documentation has
occurred, the City may adopt an Addendum to the 2020 General Plan FEIR to document its
findings that no subsequent or supplemental CEGA document is required. (CEQA Guidelines §
15164.)

Specifically, after approving a project and prior to approving further discretionary action for that
project, depending upon the situation, the lead agency must generally: (1) prepare a Subsequent
EIR; (2) prepare a Supplemental EIR; {3) prepare a Subsequent Negative Declaration; (4) prepare
an Addendum to the EIR or Negative Declaration; or {5) prepare no further documentation. (See
State CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15162 - 15164.) State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 states:

When an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, no subsequent
EIR shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of
substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or mare of the following:

{1) Substantial changes are proposed In the project which will require major revisions of
the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects; '

{2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project
Is undertaken which will require mdjor revisions of the previous EIR or Negative
Declaration due 1o the involvement of new significant environmenial effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or

(3) New Information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have
been known with the exercise of redsonable diligence atf the time the previous EIR was
certified as complé’re or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the
following:

(A) The project will have ane or more significant effects not discussed in the previous
EIR of negative declaration;

{B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than
shown in the previous EIR; '

(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would In
fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of
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the project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mi-ﬂgd’ri‘c')ri' measure
or alternative; or

(D] Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the
mitigation meagsure or alternative, '

Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines expiains when an Addendurﬁ toan ER is oﬁpropria’fe.
Per this section, where some changes or additions are necessary to the previously cerfified EIR, but

none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for the preparation of a subseguent EIR

{os described above) have occurred, then the lead agency is directed fo prepare an Addendum
to the certified EIR {State CEQA Guidelines, § 15164). Further, the Addendum should include o
“brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursucm’r to Section 15162,"
and that “explanation must be supported by substantial evidence” {S’ra’re CEQA Gu1de[|nes, §
15164 [e]). The Addendum need not be circulated for public review but may simply be attached
1o ’rhe cerftfied EIR (State CEQA GUIdeIines § 15164 [c]). :

1.3 INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The documents ou’rlmed beiow_, which were utilized during preparation of this Addendum and are
a matter of public record, are hereby incorporated by reference.

Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan

The Cify Council adopted the 2020 Update to the City of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan
on March 11, 2020. The Generdl Plan is a comprehensive legal document that sefs forth the City's
longrange planning policies and serves as the guiding document for achieving the community's
vision for the future. The General Plan identifies issues, goals, and policies o guide [and use and
development, and is organized into seven maridatory and opfional “elements” in accordance
with California Govemnment Code Section 65302: Circulation, Conservation/Open Space,
Economic Deveiopmen’r Housing, Land Use, Noise, and Safety. The 2020 Update included
updates to the Conservq’flon/()pen Space, Economic Development, Land Use, No1se, and Safety
Elements.

Land Use Element Table LU-3 in the 2020 General Plan presents the projected future development
intensity and d'ens'iiy based upon éxisﬁng and historical development as well as anticipaied
development associated with the future land use opportuniiies described in the Land Use Element.
Lend Use Element Table LU-4 summarizes the net growth above existing conditions anficipated by
the 2020 General Plan Update. Based upon assumed development infensities and densities
identified in Table LU-3, a total of 18,294 dwelling uniis and approximately 9.1 million squqf’e feet
of non-residential land uses, representing 528 additional dwelling units and 3,085,014 additional
square feet of non-residential Uses beyorid 2020 éxisfing condiii?ns were anficipated by 2040.,

Infrocluction
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All cities and counties in California are required o adopt a Housing Element and to update it at
least every eight years, In 2022, the City adopted the 2021-2029 Housing Element and Safety
Element Update. The 2021-2029 Houslng Element was required to include an inventory of land
suitable and available for residential development to meet the Cily's regional housing need
dliocation {RHNA) of 480 units by income level. Implementation of the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would accommodate 182 more residential units and up to 1,091,985 fewer square feet of non-
resldential uses than the 2020 General Plan development assumptions {refer fo the Rancho Santa
Margarita General Plan Final EIR discussion below).

Updates to the Safety Element were dlso completed to meet the requirements of California
Government Code Section 65302(g} {Section 65302) as updated by Senate Bills 1241, 379, 99, and
1035, and fo incorporate the Rancho Santa Margarita Local Hazard Mitigation Flan by reference
{pursuant to SB 379).

In 2024, the Land Use Element was amended to implement Housing Element Programs 1 and 14,
provide overall internal consistency with the 2021-2029 Housing Element, provide updated existing
and estimated development conditions, and provide minor text updates and revisions for
clarification and accuracy purposes, such as corrected references o the Rancho Santa
Margarita Zoning Code (RSMZC). The Land Use Map (Land Use Element Figure LU-1) was amended
to change the land use designation on 12 sites, identified In the 2021-202% Housing Element, with
10 sites changed from General Commercial to Mixed-Use and two sites changed from Business
Park to Mixed-Use.

Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan Final EIR

The City Council cerfified the General Plan FEIR on March 11, 2020, The 2020 General Plan FEIR
provided a description of potential environmental impacts of the 2020 General Plan Update and
idenfified mitigation measures fo avoid or reduce impacts to a less than significant lsvel where
feasible. The 2020 General Plan FEIR's analysis was based on the change between development
under existing conditions and reasonably anticipated development identified in the 2020 General
Plan Lond Use Element (Land Use Element Table |LU-3 and 2020 Generdl Plan FEIR Table 3-3). The
2020 General Plan FEIR analyzed the environmental impacts resulting from anlicipated growth of
528 additfional dweiling units and 3,085,014 additional square feet of non-residenfial uses based
upon the assumed development intensities and densities identified in the Land Use Element,

For each environmental issue addressed In 2020 Generdl Plan FER Section 5.0, Approach fo
Environmental Analysis, the assumpfions for the project impact analyses were explained. The
analyses were based on the project conditions that would result in the greatest impact for each
environmental issue to ensure a "reasonable worst-case" evaluation of potential envircnmental
impacts based on historical development patterns in the City. For instance, the 2020 General Plan
Update's reasonably projected development copacity (i.e., 528 additional dwelling units and
3,085,014 additional square feet of non-residenticl uses by 2040) was assumed for traffic and other
issue areas, although development ulimately may not actually occur at these levels of assumed
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R I
growth. The analysis of potential project impacts was based upon various assumptions regarding
existing and future conditicns in Rancho Sanfa Margarita, including historical development
" patierns, limited number of parcels being developed at the maximum density or mtensﬂy, and

recsonably ctn’r[(:lpqa‘ed development.

The 2020 Genero[ Plan FER concluded that based on the General Plan growth assumptions,
projected future development would result in less than significant impacts or less than significant
impacis with the implemeniation of mitigation measures for all issue areas analyzed except for Air
Qudlity {Violate Any Air Qualify Stondard or Contribute Substantially to an Existing or Projected Air
Quality Violation) and Gréenhouse Gas Emissions (Generatlon of GHG Emissions). which were
determined to be significant and unavoidable. ‘

Addendum to the Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan Final EIR

The City has since adopted two addenda fo the General Plan FEIR: 2022-Addendum 1o the City
of Rancho Santa Margarita General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report for the 2021-2029
Housing Element and Safety Element Update (2022 Addendumy}; and 2024 Addendum to the City
of Rancho Sanfa Margarite-General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report for the Housing
Element Implementation and Rezoning Project {2024 Addendum). The 2022 Addendum and 2024
Addendum are incorperated here by reference.

2022 Addendum. The 2021-2029 Housing Element identified 15 sites in order to accommodate the
City's remdiining RHNA ({640 units') and infroduced two new mechanisms to dallow for residential
development, to be created subsequent to Housing Element adoption., These mechanisms
Include a "Workforce Housing Overlay" to be applied to three sites within the Business Park district,
totaling 38.43 deres and o “Mixed-Use” land use and zoning designation to be applied to 12 sites
{13 parcels) in the Ci’ry"s ceniral core, totaling 26.42 acres. The RHNA includés 40 ADUs, the
potential for 344 units resulting from implementation of the Workforce Housing Overlay on the three
sites, aind the potential of 324 units on 12 sites resulfing from implementation of the Mixed-Use
designc:’rion/idne, that could result in 710 additional dwelling units overalt, or 182 more dwelling
units than analyzed in the 2020 General Plan FEIR. The 2022 Addendum evaluated the potential
environmental impaocts of the 182 additional dwelling units and associated reduction in non-
residential development capacity of 1,091,985 squdre feet that could occur under
implémeﬁ’rdﬂbn of the 2021-2029 Housing Element.

2024 Addendum, The adopted 2021-2029 Housing Flement identified several programs, including
Program 1 {RHNA/Shorffall), Program 2 (Adequate Sites Monitoring), Program 11 (Density Bonus),
Program 14 (Zoning Code and General Plan Amendments), and, Program 15 {Development
Review Procedures). Program 1 committed the City to amend the RSMIC to establish the
Workforce Housing Overldy and amend the General Plan Land Use Element and RSMZC to
establish the Mixed-Use land use designation and zoning district, and to amend the zoning map

\ -
1 The 640 remaining units are a result of the City’s total RHNA of 680 unifs less 40 ADUs.
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to zone adequate candidate sites 1o meet its RHNA. Program 2 committed the City to formalize
procedures fo evaluate capacity and ensure adequate capacity is available for the remaining
RHNA. Program 11 commitied the City to implement density bonuses consistent with State law.
Program 14 committed the City to adopt amendments to the RSMIC and General Flan 1o address
recent changes to State law and create consistency with the 2021-2029 Housing Element. Program
15 committed the Cify to déveiop procedures to address streamlining requirements of Senate Bill
(SB} 35 and objective development standard requirements of SB 330.

To comply with Housing Element Programs 1, 2, 11, 14, and 15, an amendment to the General Plan
Land Use Element, inciusive of the Land Use Map {Figure LU-1), a text amendment to RSMZC, and
an amendment to the Zoning Map were proposed. The 2024 Addendum evaluated the potential
environmental impacts that could occur under implementation of these proposed amendments.
The proposed amendments did not provide for any changes in the development potential
beyond the change in development potential evaluated in the 2022 Addendum.

The phrase “General Plan FEIR" throughout this document means the General Plan FEIR as
previously addended.

Rancho $anta Margarita Municipal Code (RSMMC)

The Rancho Santa Margarita Municipal Code {(RSMMC) consists of all the ordinances of the City
of Rancho Sanfa Margcirita, The RSMMC is one of the. City's primary fools to control land uses, in
accordance with the General Plan programs and policies. The City’'s Zoning Ordinance, included
in RSMMC Title ¢, Planning and Zoning, is an implementing tool to: 1) gchieve the goals and
policies established in the General Plan; 2) serve the public health, safety, and general welfare of
the City of Rancho Santa Margarita; and 3) provide the economic and social advantages
resulfing from an ordefly planned use of land and resources. RSMMC Title 10, Buildings and
Construction, adopts the 2022 Cdlifornia Building Standards Code, with amendmenis in
consideration of the City's local climactic, geological, and topographical considerations. Other
relevant RSMMC regulations include the following, among others: Title 5, Health and Sanitation;
Title 7, Recreation, Parks and Facilities; ond Title 11, Streets and Sidewalks.
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT o
2.1 PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING

The City of Rancho Santa Margarita is located in eastern Orange County about 10 miles northeast
of the Pacific Ocean, In the foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains, The community is bisected by
the Foothill Transportation Coridor State Route 241 (SR-241), which extends to the north
connecting with North County clifies such as Yorba Linda and Anaheim, and to the south
terminating at Oso Parkway. The cities of Mission Viejo and Lake Forest are located 1o the west,
Cleveland National Forest is located to the east, and unlncorporq’red Orcmg_e County is located
o the north and south. Regional access to the City is provided via SR-241, SR-133, and Infersiate
5; r_efer fo Figure 1, Regional Location Map. The General Plan Study Area for Rcm'cho Santa
Margarita is'comprised of 8,607 acres (13 square miles), of which 8,280 acres are located within
the City’s iIncorporated limits and 327 acres are located within the City's Sphere of lnﬂuence (SOl};
refer to Figure 2, General Plan Siudy Area.

2.2 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

In compliance with State law, the City of Rancho Santa Margarita has prepared an update to ifs
Circulafion Element 1o reflect the current regulatory setting, including recently adopted
arnendments fo the General Plan Land Use Element, Housing Element, and Safety Element; revise
goadls and policies to provide additional clarity and direction; address more current transportation

‘modes, identify opportunities for new bikeways; and to better reflect the community’s circulation

needs. Thé Circulation Element addresses these topical areas with goals and policies to provide
and foster a balanced, multi-madal network for all roadway users. : '

- Circulation Element Organization

-~

Similar fo the existing Circulation Element adopted in 2014, the proposed Circulation Elemeni
Update includes an infroduction to the Element, the Element’s issues; goals, and policies, and the
Circulation Plan. The Introduction provides an ovérview of the Circulation Element. The Issues,
Godls, and Policies section identifies issues pertaining to circulation and transportation that could
potentially affect the City and establishes related godis and policies. These gg)ols are overall
statements of the City’s desires and consist of broad statements of purpose and direction
pertaining to the community’s circulation. The policies serve as guidelines for creating a balanced
multi-modal fransportation network, The Circulation Plan section explains how the circ_:glation
issues are addressed within the community and how the goals and policies will be achieved and
implemented.

Description of the Proposed Project
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Summary of Circulation Element Modifications

The proposed Circulation Element Update includes minor revisions o language, tables, and figures
to update existing conditions and to better reflect the community's circulation needs relative to
more recent updates to the Land Use and Housing Elements. It also includes modifications 1o
existing goals and policies, and the addition of a new goal and related policies, as described
further below. The changes proposed continue to emphasize providing o safe and efficient
circulation system with greater emphasis on providing o circulation system that supports muli-
moddat transportation. The following summarizes the modifications to the 2025 Circulation Element,
as compared to the existing (2014) Circulation Element. A summary matrix is provided at the end
of this section providing a section-by-section comparison of the existing {2014} Circulation Element
dnd the proposed 2025 Circulation Element.

Introduction

Minor changes/additions have been made to the Infroduction section to reflect the current
regulatory setting, Relevant regulations that have been updated since adoption of the existing
(2014) Circulation Element Include:

« Senate Bill (SB) 743, which went into effect on July 1, 2020, changed transportation impact
analysis s part of CEQA compliance, replacing the determination of impacis based on
roadway and intersection operafing conditions with vehicle miles fraveled [VMT). As
discussed further below, the City's Transportation Study Guidslines provide guidonce on
how to prepare fransportation studies In the City in complionce with SB 743,

s Assembly Bill {AB) 747, which went into effect Januvary 1, 2022, requires cifies fo evaluate
route capacity, safety, and viability under a range of emergency scenarios. The
Circulation Element Update integrates policies related to evacuation routes from the
Safely Element to comply with AB 747.

» SB 99, which went into effect January 1, 2022, requires cities to ldentify residential
developments in hazard areas that do net have af least two emergency evacuation
routes. The City's General Plan Safety Eement wos updated in 2022 to meet the
requirements of SB 99.

» AB 1409, which went into effect January 1, 2022, requires cilies fo identify evacuation
locations by policles in the Circulation Element, and the existing nefwork. The Circulafion
Element Update integrates policies related to evacuation routes from the Safety Element
1o comply with AB 1409.

+ The Southem Cdlifornia Association of Governments [SCAG) Regional Council adopted
Connect SoCal 2024 (2024 - 2050 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy [RTP/SCS]) on April 4, 2024. Connect SoCal 2024 is o long-range visioning
document that builds upon and expands land use and transportation strategies
established over several planning cycles to increase mobility options and achieve a more
sustainable growth pattern in Squthern Califomnia, Connect SoCal 2024 identifies Priority
Development Areas (PDAs), which are areas within the SCAG region where future growth
can be located to help the region reach mobility and environmental goals, PDAs include
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Transit Priority Areas, Neighborhood Mobility Areas (NMAs), Livable Corridors and Sbhéres
of Influence. NMAs focus on creating, improving, restoring, and enhancing safe and
convenient connections to schools, shopping, services, places of worship, pParks,
greenways, and other destinations. The Circulation Element Update includes a new Figure
(Circulation Element Figure CIR-1) fo show the portion of Rancho Soun’rcx Margarita
designated as an NMA.,

Further, minor textual changes have occurred fo update the description of the Circulation
Element's felafionship to other General Plan Eléments,

Issues, Goals, and Policies

Proposed modifications to existing goals and policies provide additional clarity and direction and
better reflect the community's circulation needs. Additionally, the Circulation Element Update
includes severdl new policies, as well as a new goal. Notably, the Circulation Element Update
adds a hew Complete Sireets goal (Goal 3} and policies to promete q safe and dccessible
circulafion system that accommodates all user fypes.

Goal 3: Provide a safe andvconvenien’r fransportation network accessible for all transportation
modes and users.

Policy 3.1 Apply Complete Streets principles to transportation improvements on City

facilities to serve all types of travel {Circulation Element Figure CIR-3 displays. the existing

rocadway functional classifications).

Policy 3.2: Identify and address gaps in networks serving vehicles, bicyclists, pedestrians,
transit users, and other users. : ' 2 :

Policy 3.3: Seek grants to establish o Safe Routes to School Prog"rom, encouraging parents
and children fo walk or bike to schoaol.

Policy 3.4: Consider the land use and design context of the surrounding areas when
desighing Complete Streets.

Policy 3.5: Monitor and evaluate the development of new mobility fechnologies and fhe
potential impacts on designing a transportation network that accommodates all modes
and users. £

Policy 3.6: Plan for emerging autonomous vehicles and fransportation network companies
{TNCs) by designing spaces to allow for safe pick-up and drop-off. -

T

New proposed policies include:

Policy 1.6: Require new development projects to prepare transportation studies consistent
with the Cily's Transportation Study Guidelines, implement appropriate measures to
mitigate CEQA impdcts and addressnon-CEQA effacts to the fransportation ne’rwéfrk.
Policy 1.7: Require new development projects to accommodate vehicles (including
emergency vehicles), pedestrians, and bicycles through the dedication of land for public
improvements such Os roadways, wider sidewalks and/or bicycle lanes, as appropriate
and warranted by the project.
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e Policy 1.8: Coordinate with public school districts and private schools to minimize queueing
and parking impacts on public streets and in residential areas.

e Palicy 1.9: Incorperate necessary improvements and maintenance to evacuation routes
consistent with the Safety Element, and according to applicable requirements identified
ih regional and locat plans.

» Policy 2.3: Work with regional partners to plan for emerging transportation modes and
technologies.

e Policy 4.1: Support roodway design principles that create a safe, pleasant, and
comfortable experience for bicyclists and pedestrians.

» Policy 4.3: Design land development projects to provide safe and attractive bicycle and
pedestrian {acilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting, and
landscaping. '

« Policy 4.4: Require new developments to make improvements to provide connectivity and
accessibility to a mix of uses such as schools, parks, work, and shopping destinations that
meet residents’ daily needs,

e Policy 4.5: Seek funding for projects to implement bikeway facilities recommended in
regional plans.

s Policy 4.6: Promote the installation of pedestrian and bicycle amenities in appropriate
locations, in order to enhance non-automobile forms of transportation.

* Policy 4.8 Plan for emerging fravel modes such as e-bikes, considering opplicable
regulations, infrasfructure, education and enforcement needs to promote sofety,
dccessibility and enjoyment for all users within the City.

» Policy 5.5; Encourage the development of Transporfation Demand Management plans for
all developments or facility expansions pursuant to the City's Transportation Study
Guidelines, to encourage ride-sharing and other improvements, thereby reducing vehicle
trips.

Circulation Plan

Minor changes/additions to the Circulation Plan are proposed to reflect the current regulatory
setfting, including recently adopted amendments to the General Plan Land Use Element, Housing
Elementf, and Safety Element. Goals and policies have been revised to provide additional clarity
and direction, and to better reflect the community's circulation needs. The updated Circulation
Plan was developed in accordance with implementation of the City's General Plan based on the
development capacity identified in Table LU-3 of the 2024 General Plan Land Use Element,
including the sites identified as suitable for housing development In the 2021-2029 Housing
Element. However, na changes have been made to the roadway functional classifications
comprising the City's local circulation system. That Is, no new roadways, elimination of roadways,
or changes in roadway capacities are proposed as part of the Circulation Element Update.
Revisions to the Circulation Plan generally include an expanded discussion of new modes of travel,
the local bicycle and pedestrian network, and regional public transportation system. For example,
the updafed Circulatfion Plan adds a section on e-bikes, complete streets, and includes proposed
bicycle facilifies alongside the City's existing bicycle network; refer to Figure 3, Existing and
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Proposed Bikeway Facilities. The proposed bicycle facilities would not result in modi'fic'c:ﬁbr;s'to the
existing roadway classification system.

The updated Circulation Plan also incorporates o discussion on the City's Transportation Study
Guidelines, which have been established to detdil the requirements for conducting the VMT
analysis portion of the CEQA fransportation impact analysis and for conducting Level of Service
(LOS) analysis, site access assessments, and other fransportation analyses fernon—CEQ_A PUIPOsES.
The Transportation Study Guidelines guide the preparation of fransportation. studies that are
normally required as part of the application review and precessing of land development projects.

Description of the Proposed Project
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Existing {2014} Circulation Element

Introduction -
« Introductory paragraphs describe the
City's circulation system and contents
of the Element

City of Rancho Sania Margarita | Addendum 1o the General Plan FEIR for ‘rﬁe

Proposed 2025 Circulation Eleem
Update

Infroduction” -
e Infroductory paragraph ouilining

the City's overall goals for the

circulation system

Circulation Blemeni Update

Summary of Changes

Minor texi changes to ‘provide clarity
and better reflect the community's
circulation rieeds.

Purpose of the Circulation Element
¢ Purpose and brief overview of the
Elemenl!, including State planning law
requirements

Purpose of the Circulation Element
» Purpose of Bement and overview
of topical areas covered

Minor text changes to provide clarity
and better reflect the community's:
circulaiion needs. |

Scope and Confent of the Circulation
Element
s Scope and content of the Circulafion
Element; Principles the Circulation
Element focuses on; and how to read
godis, policies, and actions

Scope and Content of the Circulation
Element ;

» Description of State planning law
requirements; Scope and confent
of the Circulaiion Element; and
how to read goals, policies, and
actions

Minor text changes fo provide clarity
and better reflect the community’s
circulation needs.

Related Plans and Programs
« Description of regulatory
including:

seting.

~o California  Assembly Bili 32
(2006} and Senate Bill 375
(2008} ~

o  AB 1358 Cdlifornia Complete
Streets Act of 2008

o The Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP) ~

o Orange Counfy Congestion
Management Program ({CMP)
\.\ j

Related Plans and Programs

s Description of regulatory setfting.
including:

o "California  Assembly Bill

(AB] 32 (2006}
o Cdiifornia Senate- Bill. (SB]

732 (2016)

o SB 375 (2008

o SB743(2013)

AB 1358 California -
Complete  Sireefs Act
-{2008}

Includes relevant regulaiions that have
been updated since adoption of the
Existing ({2014} Circulation Element,
inciuding: ‘
+ Senate Bill {SB) 743, which went
info effect. on July 1, 2020,
changed iransportaiion impact
analysis as part of CEQA
' compliance, replacing the
determingtion:of impacts based
on roadway and infersection
operating conditions to vehicle
miles fraveled (VMT).
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Existing (2014) Circulation Element

o]

o]

o]

Orange County Master Plan of

Arferial Highways

OCTA Commuter Bikeways

Sfrategic Plan

Crange County Sustainable

Communifies Sfrategy (SCS)
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element

o O O ©

Upddate

Office of Planning and
Research [OPR), Cdlifornia

Government Cede
Section 65302(b)

AB 747 [2022)

$B 99 (2022)

AB 1409 (2022)

Southern Cafifornia
Association of
Covernments (SCAG]'s
Cennect SoCal {2020 -
2045 Regicnal
Transporiation
Plan/Susfainable
Communifies Strategy)
Orange County
Transporiation  Authority
[OCTA} Congestion
Management Program
{CMP)

OCTA Master FPlan of
Arterial Highways (MPAH]
OCTA Long Range
Transportation Plarn (LRTP}

Circulation Hement Update

Summary of Changes

Assembly Bill {AB) 747, which
went into effect January 1, 2022,
requires cities fo evaluate route
capacity, safety, and viability
under a range of emergency
scenarios.

SB 99, which went into effect
January 1, 2022, requires cifies to
idenfify residential
developments in hazard areas
that do not have at least two
emergency evacuation routes.
The Safety Eement waos
updated/adopted in 2022 o
address SB 99.

AB 1409, which went inio effect
January 1, 2022, requires cities o
identify evacuation [ocations by
policies in the Circulafion

Element, and the existing
network.

The Southem California
Association of Governmenis
[SCAG) Regional Council
adopied Connect SoCal 2024
{2024 - 2050 Regional

Transportafion Plan/Sustainable
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element

Existing (2014) Circulation Element Summary of Changes

Update

" Commiunifies Strategy [RTP/SCS])
on April 4, 2024.
o Connect SoCal 2024 s ¢

long-range visioning
document which
identifies Prioriiy
Developmeni Areqas
(PDAS), and

Neightborhood  Mobility
Areas (NMAs) within the
SCAG region where
future growth would help
the regicn reach mobility

and environmental
‘goals. PDAs  include
transit.

‘o New Figure (Figure CIR-1)
identifies the NMA In
Rancho Santa Margarita.
Relationship to Other General Flan Elements | Relationship  fo Ofher General  Flan | Minor iexf changes o describe updates

» Describes how other General Plan | Elemenfs made o other General Plan Elements
Elements are consistent with and » Desciibes how other General Plan ;yince adoption of the 2014 Circulation
complemeniary 1o the Circulation Elements are consistent with and | Element.

Element complementary to the Circulation '
" Element :
Issues, Goals, and Policies Issues, Godls, and Policies Mincr fext changes to provide clarty |

» Infroduces godls and policies _‘ = Infroduces goals and policies and beifer reflect the community's | -

1
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element

Existing (2014) Circulation Element Summary of Changes

Update

circulation needs, including 1o reflect
updated goals.

Local Circulation Sysfem (Goal 1) Local Circulation System [Goal 1) Text changes to Goal 1 and related
policies. Addition of four new policies.

« Text change to Goal 1: Added
emphasis on safety and the
need to move people and
goods while reducing emphasis
on fraffic and congestion.

o Text change to Policy 1.1:
Simplified the introduction and
explained the range of users.

e Text change to Policy 1.2
Added emphasis on maintaining
sufficient LOS consistent with
performance standards and the
Transporiation Study Guidelines.

» Text change to Policy 1.3:
Specified the type of
fransportation improvement
programs.

e Text change fo Policy 1.4; minor
changes, relaoied to  word
choice.

» Text change to Policy 1.5
Specitied the iype of iraffic
management approaches.
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element
Update

Existing {2014} Circulation Element Summary of Changes

o Addition of - Policy* 1:6: New |
policy to reflect implementation
of Transportation Study
Guidelinas and new
requirements. ‘

e  Addition of -Policy 1.7: New
policy to require dedicafion of
lond for public improvements to
accommodale transporiation
needs.

¢  Addition of Policy 1.8: New
policy to help improve school
safety.

s Addition of Policy 1.9: New
policy fo facilitofe future
evacuaiion planning -
incorporate improvements and
maintenance o evdcuatlon

> _ routes consisient with ihe Safety

Element and  consisient with

- ) ' local-and regional plans.

Regional Circulation System (Goal 2) Regional Ciréuiation Sysfem {Goal 2) 'Eex’r changes o Goal 2 and related

policies. Addition of one.new policy.

7 e Text change to Goa 2

Removed mention of economic

well-being of the community, as

this goal = addresses  overall | -
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Preposed 2025 Circulation Element

Summary of Changes

Existing {2014) Circulation El t
xisting { ) Circulation Elemen Update

regional movements, not just

economic development.

e Text change to Policy 2.1:
Added specific agencies and
groups for coordination.

e Text change fo Policy 2.3
{renumbered as Policy 2.5):
Focused policy on coordination
and review, instead of details on
potential new facilities.

+ Text change fo Policy 2.4: Made
policy more succinct by
removing mention of specific
issues to reduce.

s Addition of new Policy 2.3: New
policy to ensure cocordination
with regional pariners to plar for
emerging fransportation modes

: and technologies.

Public Transportatfion Sysfem {Goal 3) Complete Streets (Goai 3) Addifion of new gecal and six related

pdolicies related to Complete Streets.

» Addilion of Goadl 3: Added new
Complete Streets goal 1o
promote and encourage all user
types.

s Additfion of Policy 3.1: New

policy to apply Complete Streets
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element

Existing {2014) Circulation Element Summary of Changes

Update

principles o improvéments to

serve all modes of fravel.

o Addition of Policy 3.2: New
policy to identify and address
gaps in the transportation
network.

o Addifion of Policy 33: New

- policy to encourage grant
funding opporiunities 1o improve
school safety.

s Addifion of Policy 3.4: New
policy 1o assist in designing
Complete Streefs.

+ Addition of Policy 3.5: New
policy to recognize
implementation challenges with
new fechnologies.

e Addifion of Policy 3.4: New

- ' policy to address the need for

emerging autonomous vehicles

ond transportation nefworks by
designing spaces with pick-up
- and drop-off.

Trails Network (Goal 4) Bicycle and Pedestrian System (Goal 4) Text changes to Goal 4 and relafed

o policies. One policy was removed.

Addition of six new policies. o

~ » Text changé to Goal 4: Goal s |

+
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Propose'd 2025 Circulation Element

Existing (2014) Circulation Element Summary of Changes

Update

Pedestrian Sysem"; removed
reference to Cily fo reflect
consideration of larger area.

¢ Text change fo Policy 4.1
[renumbered as Policy 4.2):
Made policy more succinct and
more broadly applicable.

s Policy 42 removed and
replaced with new policies to
provide additional details on
specific aclive transportation
design and implementation
elements.

» Addilion of Policy 4.1; Added
specification about  roadway
design elements to support bikes
and pedestrians.

¢ Addition of Policy 4.3: Added

bike and pedesfrian amenity

requirements for new
developments.

s Addition of Policy 4.4: Added
land use connectivity
requiremenis for new
developments.

s Addition of Policy 4.4: Provided
additional speciiication as to the

appropriate type of amenities.
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Elemént

Existing {2014) Circulation Element Summary of Changes

Update

' o Policy-43:Renumbered as Poficy
4.7.

» Addition of Policy 4.5: New
policy tfo encourage funding
opporfunities for bicycls
projects.

e Addition of Policy 4.8: New
policy o recognize challenges
with new technologies such as -

] bikes.

- Public Transportation System {Goal 5) Goal 3 of Existing {2014) Circulation

Element is renumbered as Godl 5 in the

proposed Circulation Element Update.

Text changes fo policies and addition of

one new policy.

e Text change fo Policy 3.1
frenumbered as Policy 5.1):
Reworded to reflect City's

- fimited influence with respect fo
public transportation decisions.

e Policy 3.2: Renumbered as Policy
5.2.

s Policy 33 removed and
replaced with a similar policy

{Policy 2.3).

o Text change to Policy 34 1.
renumberéd " as Policy 5.3): -
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Proposed 2025 Cifculuﬁon Element

Existing (2014) Circulaiion Elemeni Summary of Changes

Update

Added speciﬁcc:ﬁon about the
ype of systems to be addressed.
s Policy 3.4: Renumbered as Policy

5.4.

e Addifion of Policy 5.5 New
policy io promote use of
fransportation demand

management {TDM]} to reduce
impacts of vehicles.

Related Goals and Policies

Ideniifies goals and policies from other
General Plan Elements that direcily or
indireclly support the goals and
policies of the Circulation Element

Related Goals and Policies

Identifies goals and policies from
other General Plan Elements that
directly or indirecily support the
godls and policies of the
Circulation Element

Minor fext changes and updated Table
C-1 (which identifies related goals and
policies from other General Plan
Elements) to be consistent with updates
made to other Generdl Plan Elements
since adoplion of the Existing (2014)
Circulation Elernent.

Circulation Plan

Describes the local and regional
circulation system; identifies vehicular
transportation as primary mode of
fravel, infroduces Arferial Highway
Plan, and altemative fransportation
modes; identifies that Circulation Plan
Is based on Issues, goals, and policies
of the Circulation Eement, and
introduces Circulaiion Element
Implemeniation Program [Appendix
Al.

Circulation Plan

Describes the local and regional
circulation  system;  identifies
vehicular fransporiation as
primary mode of fravel, infroduces
Arerial  Highway Plan, and
alternafive transportation modes;
identifies that Circulation Plan is
based on issues, goals, and
policies of the Circulation Element,
and infroduces Circulalion

Minor text changes 1o reflect word
choice; no changes o confent.

Description of the Proposed Project




City of Rancho Santa Margarita | Addendum to the General Plan FEIR for the
Circulation Eement Update

Froposed 2025 Circulafion Element

Existing {2014) Circulalion Element

Summary of Changes
Updaie U 4 g

Elerent Implementatiof Program |
{Appendix A}
Local Circulation System Local Circulatfion System” Minor text changes for clarity purposes;
o Defines roadway functional + Defines roadway - functlional | no changes to roadway functional
classifications {Major Arterial, Primary classifications {Major  Arferial, | classifications.
Arterials, Secondary Arferials, and Primary  Arterials, - Secondary | The Circulation Element Update
Collectors) Arterials, and Collectors) incorporates a discussion on the City's
o ! Transportation Study Guidelines, which
are esiablished o determine methods
of analysis for new development
profects.
Performance Criteria Performance Criteria Minor text changes for clarity purposes.
Relatfionship to Land Use Relationship to Land Use Texi changes to clarfy that the
Circulation  Eement Updale was
developed In  accordance with
implementation of the City's General
Plan based on the development
capacity identified in Table LU-3 of the
- 2024 Genheral Plan Land Use Hement,
including the sites idenfified as suitable
b for housing development in the 2021-
2029 Housing Element.
General Plan Circulatfion System General Pian Circulation System " | Minor fext changes for clarity purposes.
Truck Traffic Truck Traffic Minor text changes; clarified the only
B designated truck route in the City is
Foothill Transportation Comidor (SR-241). ..
Neighborhood Traffic Safety _Neighborhood Traffic Safety Minor text changes for clarity purposes.. | |

TN .j

L]
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Regional Circulafion Sysfem
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element

Update
Regional Circulation System

Circulation Element Update

Summary of Changes

Minor text changes for clarity purposes
and to update texi based on changes
fo regional roadways (i.e., completion
of SR-241).

Completfe Streets

Added new section on Complete
Streefs fo accommodate a variety of
iransporiation modes and users.

Public Transporfation and Trails Network

Bicycle and Pedesifrian System

Public Transportation Sysfem

The "Public Transportation and Trails
Network” was renamed and separated
info iwo subsections. The new “Bicycle
and Pedestrian System” expands ihe
discussion of bicycle and pedestrian
facilittes and modes of fravel, including
e-bikes. Similarly, the new “Public
Transporiation Sysfem” expands the
discussion of local and regiondl transit
service.

Transpeoriafion  Sysfem and  Demand
Management

Section has been removed. The topic of
fransportation demand management
(TDM) sirategies is now addressed in
Goal 5 of the Circulaiion Hement
Update, including the addilion of Policy
5.5,

Transporiatfion Financing

Section has been rermoved.

Figures
e Figure C-1: Rancho Santa Margarita
Layered Transporiation Networks

Figures

Figure C-1, which provided a graphic
representation of the City’s layered

fransporfation networks, was replaced

Descriplion of the Proposed Project
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Figure' C-2: Typical’
Sections

Figure C-3: General Plan Roadway
Network

Figure C-4: Potential Transit Network
Figure C-5: Bikeway Network

Figure C-6: Pedestrian Network

Bidhway  Cross- |
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Proposed 2025 Circulation Element

Update

Figure CIR-1: Connect SoCal 2024 |

Neighborhood  Mobility  Area
[NMA) .

e Figure CIR-2: Typicat Roadway
Cross-Seciions

e Figure CIR-3: Roadway Functional
Classificaiions

» Figure CIR-'4: Pedestrian Neétwork

s Figure CIR-5: Existing and
Proposed Bikeway Facilities |

e Figure CIR-4: Existing Bus Routes

Circulaiion Element Update

summary of Changes

: " Mobility  Arsas
identified in Connect SoCal 2024.
Figure C-3 wgs renarmed “Roadway
Functional Classifications.” No changes
were made fo these classifications.
Figure C-4 was renamed "Existing Bus
Routes" and renumbered fo CIR-6. This
figure was updaled to reflect exisiing
transit routes provided by Orange
County Transportation Authority.

Figure C-5 was updated fo include
proposed kikeway facilities.

Figure C-6 was renumbered CIR-4; no
changes ware made to the pedestrian
network.

Tables

Table C-1: Related Goals and Policies
by Element

Table C-2: Roadway Classifications
and Daily Capacities

Table  C-3:. ~ Circulation
Performance Criteria

Table C-4: Peak Hour Level of Service
Ranges
Table C-6:
Descriptions

System

Bikeway Classification

Tables

« Table CIR-1: Circulation-Related
Goals and Policies by Element

+ Table - CIR-2: Roadway
Classifications and Daily
Capacities )

s Table CIR-3: Peak Hour Level of
Service Ranges

Table C-3 was removed.

Table C-6 was removed; information
from this table is refained in the
Circulation Element Update but has
been updated/reformatied.

D M ‘ d
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A,

'3 ENVIRONMENTAL APPROACH AND ANALYSIS

This analysis has been prepared to determine whether the proposed Project would result in any
new significant impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant
impacts in the 2020 certified General Plan FEIR. Based on substantial evidence, the City has
concluded that the proposed Project does not meet the criteria for preparing a sulbsequent or
supplemental ER under Public Resources Code Section 21166 or CEQA Guidelines Section 15162.

The scope of the City's review of the proposed Project is limited by provisions set forth in CEQA
aond the State CEQA Guidelines. This review is limited to evaluating whether the proposed
Circulation Element Update Project would trigger further environmental analysis beyond the 2020
General Plan FEIR. This analysis also reviews new information, if any, of substantial importance that
was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable due diligence
at the time the 2020 General Plan FEIR was certified. This evaluation includes a determination as
to whether the changes proposed by the proposed Project would result in any new significant
impacts or a substantial increase in a previously idenfified significant impacts.

This analysis assgsses the potential impacts associated with the proposed Circulation Element
Update. This analysis provides the City with the factual basis for determining whether any changes
in the proposed Project, any changes in circumstances, or any new information since the 2020
FEIR was certified would require additional envircnmental review or prepdaration of a Subsequent
EIR or Supplemental EIR,

Transportation

The Project proposes an update o the existing (2014) Circulation Element to support State and
regional fransporfafion efforts fo provide for a safe, efficient, and adequate multi-modal
circulation system, and to reflect the cumrent reguiatory setting, including recenily adopted
amendments to the General Plan Land Use Element, Housing Element, and Safety Element. As
discussed in Section 1, Introduction, the General Plan FERR evaluated the potential environmental
impacts that could occur under implementation of the recently adopted amendments to the
General Plan Land Use Element, Housing Element, and Safety Element, The proposed Circulation
Bement Update would nof result in any medifications to existing land use designations or modify
any existing roadways or roadway classifications or authorize for any specific circulatior-system
projects or improvements. The Circulation Element Update continues fo identify key issues related
fo circulation and provides goais and policies fo regulate existing and future circuiation conditions
throughout the City, '

The updated Circulatfion Element identifies regulatory requirements that have gone into/ effect
since the existing {2014) Circulation Element was adopted, including 3B 743. 3B 743 promotes the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the development of mulfi-modal fransportation networks,
and a diversity of land uses. Previously, CEQA transportation qnolysesr of individual projec’ré
focused on the determinatfion of impacts in terms of roadway capacity and vehicles. SB 743

Environmental Approach and Anadlysis
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changed fransportation impact analysis as part of CEQA compliance, replacing the
determination of impacts based on roadway and intersection operating conditions to vehicle
miles traveled [VMT),

The Circulation Hement Update includes a new policy [Policy 1.6) which requires new
development projects to prepare transportation studies consistent with the City's Transportation
Study Guidelines. The updated Circulation Plan incorporates o discussion of the City's
Transportation Study Guidelines, which have been established to detail the requirements for
conducling the VMT analysis portion of the CEQA fransportation impact analysis and for
conducting LOS analysis, site access assessments, and other fransportation analyses for non-CEQA
purposes. The Transportation Study Guidelines are to be used in the preparation of fransportation
studies that are normally required as part of the application review and processing of land
development projects.

The Transportation Study Guidelines include a chapter that discusses the requirements for
conducting a YMT-based fransportation impact analysis of a development project to fulfill CEQA
requirements including the process to did in determining if a detailed VMT analysis is needed. The
Transportation Study Guidelines also include a chapter that discusses the requirements for the non-
CEQA fransportation assessment. The City of Rancho Santa Margarita has adopted vehicle LOS
standards for City roadways and Intersections. These standards are contained within the Generadl
Plan Circulation Element and therefore apply to new development projects. The LOS performance
standards remain unchanged from the current {2014) Circulation Element, While the
Transportation Study Guidelines identify when an LOS analysis of local facllities will be required and
how the assessment must be carried out. neither the Circulation Element nor the Transportation
Study Guidelines ideniify or recommend any specific improvements or remedies in the event a
minimum LOS performance standard is not maintained. The Circulation Element Update does not
propose or provide for site-specific development. Future development projects would be
reviewed relative to the Transportation Study Guidelines to ensure complionce with CEQA
Guidelines-Section 15064.3 subdivision (b}. If a project does not meet the reguirements for VMT
screening, an analysis of VMT impacts would be required. If a project would result in significant
YMT impacts, mitigation measures would be required to reduce or eliminate the impact. Thus, the
Circulation Element Update would support implementation and complionce with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b}. '

As noted above, the proposed Circulation Element Update would not modify any existing
roadways or roadway classifications. Existing evacuation routes would remain unchanged. The
Circulation Element Update includes the addition of a new policy (Policy 1.9} to facilitate future
evacuation planning. Policy 1.9 would incorporate necessary improvements and maintenance to
evacuation routes consistent with the Safety Element, which was previously updated.

The Project would not result in new significant fransportation impacts or o substantial increase in
the severity of previously identifled significant impacts. ‘

Environmental Approach and Analysis
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Air Quality

" The Project proposes an update to the existing {2014) Circulation Element to support $iate and

~

' Ehvironmen’rol Approach and Analysis

regional transportation efforts to provide for a safe, efficient, and adequate mulii-modal
circulation system, and to reflect the current regulatory setting, including recently adopted
amendments to the General Plan Land Use Element, Housing Element, and Safety Element. As
discussed In Section 1, Introduction, the General Plan FEIR evaluated the potential environmental
Impacts that could occur under implementation of the recently adopted amendments o the
General Plan Land Use Element, Héusing Element, and Safety Element. The proposed Circulation
Element Update would noft resulf in any modifications to existing Iqhd use designations or modify

any existing roadways or roadway classifications or allow for any specific circulafion system -

projects or improvements.

The changes proposed continue fo emphasize providing a safe and effigient circulation system
with greater emphasis on providing a circulation system that supports mulfi- modal fransportation,
which would contribute to reduced automobile trips and YMT, supporting: mproved air quality
withiri the South Coasf Air Bdsin [SCAB). Proposed policies provide for a safe circulation system

fhat facilitates the efficient flow of fraffic and goods; a local circulation system that is integrated
‘with the Iurger reg|oncxl trcmsporfa‘non sysiem; a safe ond convenient fransportation network

occesmble for all %ranspor’rohon modes and users; extensive publlc bikeway and community
pedesinan networks that facilitate and encourage non-vehicular travel; and o network that
promo’res the increased use of multi-modal franspértation. Iniegra’rlon of thé local circulation
sys’rem into the Icnfger regional fransportation system would prowde for local conniections to
existing regional trails and encourage d transportation network that balances traffic flow and
multi-modal needs. Incredsed and improved opportunities for multi- rﬁoddl Transportdtion that
results in fewer vehlcuicr trips both locally and regionally, further contributes to state and regsonc:l
air quczll’ry godais,

Any fu’rure circulation improvement projects, consistent with the General Plan Circulation Element
Update, would undergo envirenmental review on o project-by-project basis and would be
reviewed for consistency with policies, programs, and the established regulatory framework
aimed at reducing potential air quality impacts. If necessary, mitigation would beffecommended
o reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level.

The Project would not result in new significant air quality impacts or o substantial increose,in the
severity of previously identified significant impacts.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions . ’

The proposed Circulation Element Update would not result in any modifications to exisﬂn,é land
use designations or modiify any existing roadways or roadway. classifications or aliow for any
specific circulation system projects or improvements. As discussed above, the changes proposed
conlinue to emphasize providing a safe and efficient circulation system with greater emphasis on

providing a circulation system that supports multi-modal transportation, which would coniribute
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to reduced automobile frips and VMT, resulting in reduced greenhouse gas emissions. Proposed
policies provide for a safe circulation system that facilitates the efficient flow of traffic and goods;
a local circulation system that is integrated with the larger regional fransportation system; G safe
and convenient fransportation netwaork accessible for all transportation modes and users;
extensive public bikeway and community pedestrian networks that facilitate and encourage non-
vehicular travel; and a netwaork that promotes the increased use of mulfi-modal transportation,
Integration of the local circulation system into the larger regional transportation system would
provide for local connections to existing reglonal trails and encourage a transportation network
- that balances traffic flow and mulfi-modal needs. Increased and improved opportunities for multi-
modal transportation that results in fewer vehicular trips both locally and regionally, further
contributes to state and regional greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals.

Additionally, as discussed in the Transportation discussion above, the Circulation Element Update
includes a new policy (Policy 1.6) which requires new development projects to prepare
transportation studies consistent with the City's Transportation Study Guidelines. The Transportation
Study Guidelines include a chapter that discusses the requirements for conducting a VMT-based
transportation impact analysis of a development project to fulfill CEQA requirements including the
process to did in determining if a detailed VMT analysis is needed. Future development projects
would be reviewed relative to the Transportation Study Guidelines to ensure compliance with
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision {b). If a project does hot meet the requirements for
VMT screening, an analysis of VMT impacts would be required. If a project would result in significant
YMT Impacts, mitigation measures would be required to reduce or eliminats the impact. Thus, the
Circulation Eement Update would support the reduction of YMT through the analysis of future
development projects and the implementation of mitigation measures, if hecessary, Reduced
VMT provide for reduced GHG emissions associated with individual development projects.

The Prgject would not result in new significant greenhouse gas emissions impacts or a substantial
ihcrease In the severity of previously identified significant impacts.

Remaining Environmental Issve Areas

The proposed Circulation Element Update would not result in any impacts associated with the
following environmental issue areas:

s Aasthetics

+ Agriculture and Forestry Resources
+ Biological Resources

e Culturdl Resources

s Energy

¢ Geology and Soils

e Hazards and Hazardous Materials
e Hydrology and Wafer Quality

e Land Use and Planning

s Mineral Resources

Environmental Approach and Analysis
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s Noise o
s Population and Housing
e Public Services
* Recreation
« Tribal Cultural Resources
s Utilities and Service Systems
»  Wildfire

As discussed in Section 2, Description of the Proposed Project, the proposed Circulation Elerment
Update includes minor revisions to language, tables, and figures to update existing conditions and

to better reflect the community's circulation needs relative to more recent updates to the Land-

Use and Housing Elements. As discussed in Section 1, Introduction, the potential environmental
impdicis associated with the more recent updates to the Land Use Element, Housing Element and
Safety Element were previously evaluated in the General Plan FEIR. The proposed Circulation
Elernent Update would net result in any madifications to existing land use designations or modify
any existing roadways or roadway classifications or modify any General Plah policies or programs
specific to any of the obove listed environmental issue areds. The changes proposed fo the
Circulation Elernent conhnue to emphasize providing o safe and efficient circulation system with
greater emphasis on pr_gwdlng a circulation system: that supports mulfi-modal fransportation.

No specific circulation system projects or improvements with the potential for physical changes to
the e_hvironment are proposed as part of the Circulation Element Update. Potential future
circulation improvement projects, consistent with the General Plan Circulation Element Update,
would undergo environmental review on a project-by-project basis and would be reviewed for
consistency with policies, programs, and the established regulatory frar'ﬂéwork qimed af reducing
potential direct or indirect environmental impacts. If necessary, mitigation would be
recommended fo reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level.

The Project would not resuli in new significant environmental impacts or a subsfun’fidl increase in
the severity of previously identified significant impacts. {Public Resources Code § 21166, CEQA
Guidelines § 15162.)

Environmental Approach and Analysis
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B

4 ADDENDUM FINDING

- As detailed herein, on the bosis of substantial evidence in the light of the whoie record, a
Subsequent or Supplemental EIR is not required for the proposed Clrculation Element Update
because none cf the criteria requiring such a document under Public Resources Code Section
21166 or State CEQA Guidelines section 15162 are met,

The Circulation Element Update would result In no new significant impacts that were not analyzed
in the 2020 General Plan FEIR, nor would the proposed Project cause a substanficl increase in the
severity of any previously identified significant impacts. The potential impacts associated with the
proposed Project would either be the same or less than those described in the 2020 General Plan
FEIR. In addition, there dre no substantial changes to the circumstances under which the proposed
Project woutd be undertcken that would result in new or more severe environmental impacts than
previously addressed in the 2020 General Plan FEIR, nor has any new Information regarding the
potential for new or more severe significant environmental impacts been identified. Therefore, in
accordance with Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this Addendum to the previously
certified 2020 General Plan FEIR has been prepared for the proposed Circulation Element Update.
In taking action on any of the Project, the decision-making body must consider the whole of the
data presented in the 2020 General Plan FEIR and this Addendum. ‘

Addendum Finding
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