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San Francisco Bay and Suisun Bay  San Francisco, Solano, Contra Costa, and Sacramento Counties

Martin Marietta Marine Operations, LLC. (formerly Hanson Marine Operations Inc.), Lind Marine Inc., and Suisun 
Associates (collectively, the Applicants), have applied to renew leases and related permits that would allow them to 
continue mining sand for 10 years following the end of the regular 10-year term.  Mining occurs in Central San Francisco 
Bay, Middle Ground Shoal, and within the navigation channels of Suisun Bay.  The purpose of this sand mining is to 
obtain marine aggregate, which is primarily used for construction purposes within the greater San Francisco Bay Area.As 
originally described and evaluated in the 2012 EIR, the process of sand mining begins by using a tugboat to move a 
specialized suction dredge barge from its dock to a position within one of the lease areas.The drag head contains a 
screen to prevent large rocks or materials from being entrained. It also contains a suction vent fitted with a positive 
barrier fish screen and uses a suction velocity of 0.2 feet per second or less to prevent entrainment of fish. 
Within the Central Bay leases, mining operations typically occur at water depths ranging from 30 to 90 feet and last 3 to 
5.5 hours per event. Within the Middle Ground Shoal and Suisun Bay leases, mining operations typically occur at water 
depths ranging from 15 to 45 feet and last 5 to 7.5 hours per event.

Consistent with the analysis in the 2012 EIR, the Revised Project (as evaluated in the Draft Supplemental EIR) would 
result in one significant and unavoidable impact (Impact BIO-8). The Revised Project would cause the entrainment and 
mortality of fish species including delta and longfin smelt. As described in the Draft SEIR, the Revised Project would rely 
on continued implementation of the project operational design features, and mitigation measures to minimize 
environmental impacts. For the following resource areas, the Revised Project would cause no new significant impact and 
no substantial increase in the severity of a significant impact identified in the 2012 EIR: Biological Resources, Hazards 
and Hazardous Materials, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources, and Land 
Use and Recreation. Implementation of mitigation measures intended to reduce biological resource impacts include 
establishing a 100-foot buffer around hard bottom areas within and adjacent to the Central Bay leases; operational 
measures to minimize the potential entrainment and mortality of fish species (delta and longfin smelt and white 
sturgeon); operational restrictions and requirements for the avoidance and minimization of entrainment of Chinook 
salmon. Impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials include the potential for accidental leaks or spills of 
hazardous materials. These impacts would be reduced through implementation of a California Non-tank Vessel 
Contingency Plan/Certificate of Financial Responsiblity. Air Quality and GHG emissions impacts and conflicts with 
climate policies would be reduced through implementation of a greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction plan.  Impacts related 
to inadvertant discovery of historic resources, prehistoric Native American sites or tribal cultural resources and human 
remains would be reduced by measures for inadvertent discovery including requirements to cease operations.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that 
would reduce or avoid that effect. 



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Areas of controversy include concerns expressed by San Francisco Baykeeper related to public trust resources and 
potential adverse impacts on tidal wetlands, rising sea levels and diminishing sediment import into the Bay. Marin 
Audubon Society raised concerns about estuaries between Marin County and Angel Island and related marine species 
and habitats. California Department of Fish and Wildlife provided input (during the SEIR scoping period) on permitting 
and necessary mitigation requirements to fully mitigate impacts to longfin and delta smelt (fish species). 

California State Lands Commission, CEQA Lead Agency; Other responsible (permitting) and trustee agencies include: 
Bay Conservation and Development Commission; California Department of Fish and Wildlife; U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers; NOAA Fisheries; SF Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 


