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Summary Form for Electronic Document Submittal Form F

Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH # 2006061011

Project Title: El Sur Ranch Water Right Application No. 30166

Lead Agency: State Water Resources Control Board

Contact Name: Kyle Wooldridge, Senior Water Resource Control Engineer

Email: KYle-Wooldridge@waterboards.ca.gov Phone Number: 11 (916) 341-6943
Project Location: Monterey, CA Monterey County
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

[The proposed project would entail the issuance of a water right permit for diversion of up to 1,320 acre-feet (AF) per year
from the Big Sur River via two existing wells. Per a draft settlement agreement with the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, the project would also include a new 404-AF off-stream reservoir, development of a replacement pasture
area (to offset the lost acreage to the reservoir), bypass flow requirements, and implementation of best management
practices for ranching and land maintenance.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

[The Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) analysis has found that potentially significant environmental
effects could occur as a result of the Proposed Project, specifically in the areas of aesthetics, biological resources,
cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, public services,
transportation, tribal cultural resources, wildfire, and cumulative impacts. Mitigation measures include preparation of an
Erosion Control and Operations Management Plan, environmental awareness training, pre-construction surveys for
special-status species, avoidance and minimization measures for California red-legged frog and Coast Range newt,
scheduling of activities to avoid impacts to nesting birds and non-disturbance buffer zone requirements, limitations on
vehicle speed near sensitive habitat areas, a pond operations and management plan, measures to reduce aesthetic
impacts during construction and to minimize visual contrast of the reservoir and associated components, a Valley Fever
management plan, data recovery plan for impacts to cultural resources, cultural resources awareness training and
monitoring during construction activities, measures for treatment of discovered archaeological resources and/or human
remains, implementation of measures from the geotechnical investigation report, paleontological resources awareness
training and mitigation measures, hazardous materials management and spill prevention measures, and a construction
traffic management plan. For all impacts determined to be potentially significant, identified mitigation measures would
reduce those impacts to levels that are less than significant.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

A number of issues of concern have been raised by agencies and the public during the course of the original DEIR and
Recirculated DEIR, including the following:

-conditions in the proposed water right that would increase allowable diversion amounts and limits to levels slightly
higher than historical rates;

-the use of historical diversion rates as the environmental baseline for purposes of determining potential project impact
on hydrological conditions and aquatic resources;

-concern regarding the adequacy of the scope and conclusions of technical studies prepared in response to protests on
the application; and

-concern regarding the size and environmental impacts (e.g., related to aesthetics, biological resources, etc.) associated
with the proposed off-stream reservoir.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Air Resources Board

Caltrans District 5

Coastal Commission

Fish & Game Region 4

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Native American Heritage Commission

Office of Historic Preservation

Department of Parks & Recreation

Regional Water Quality Control Board #3

State Lands Commission

State Water Resources Control Board, Water Quality
State Water Resources Control Board, Water Rights
Department of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams
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