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Section 1.0  Introduction and Purpose 
 

1.1  Overview 
This document, drafted to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (Pub. Res. Code 
§ 21000 et seq.) ("CEQA"), is the Second Addendum to an Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") 
for the Amendment to the Master Plan (the "Airport Master Plan" or “Master Plan”) for the San 
José Mineta International Airport ("SJC" or the "Airport"). The Airport Master Plan's EIR was 
certified in 2020 ("SJC Master Plan EIR"). 
 
The purpose of this Addendum is to analyze the environmental impacts associated with a 
proposed expansion of an existing general aviation facility (the “Project”) at SJC to meet the 
existing and projected demand for corporate jet aircraft services. The Project would be 
constructed on a 7-acre site located on the west side of the Airport that currently contains a 
56,055 ft2 hangar, a ramp area for aircraft parking, and a surface lot for automobile parking. 
General aviation facilities to be constructed will include a 28,000 ft2 hangar expansion, 235 ft2 of 
office, and new concrete aircraft ramp paving. 
 
 

1.2  CEQA Requirements 

CEQA requires local governments to conduct environmental review on public and private 
development projects. CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(a) states that the lead agency shall 
prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary 
but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR 
have occurred. Section 15164(c) states that an addendum does not need to be circulated for 
public review. Section 15164(d) provides that the decision-making body shall consider the 
addendum in conjunction with the EIR prior to making a decision on the project. Section 15164(e) 
requires documentation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursuant to Section 
15162. 
 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a) provides that once an EIR has been certified, no subsequent 
EIR shall be prepared unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence, 
one or more of the following:  
 
(1)  Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the 
previous EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or 
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(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is 
undertaken, which will require major revisions of the previous EIR due to the involvement of new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects; or 
 
(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified as 
complete, shows any of the following: 
 
 The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR; or 
 Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in 

the previous EIR; or 
 Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be 

feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but 
the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or 

 Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed 
in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the 
environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 
alternative. 

 
This Addendum has been prepared to satisfy the requirements of CEQA Guidelines Sections 
15164(a), 15164(d), and 15164(e). 
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Section 2.0  OVERVIEW OF THE AIRPORT MASTER 
PLAN 

2.1  2.1 DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL OF THE MASTER 
PLAN 

SJC is one of the three primary airports that serve the San Francisco Bay Area.  The Airport, which 
is owned and operated by the City of San José, is located on a site of approximately 1,120 acres 
in Santa Clara County at the southerly end of San Francisco Bay.  As shown on Figure 1, the Airport 
is generally bounded by U.S. 101 on the north, the Guadalupe River and State Route 87 on the 
east, Interstate 880 on the south, and Coleman Avenue and De la Cruz Boulevard on the west. 
 
The original Airport Master Plan for SJC was adopted in 1980. In 1988, the City commenced a process 
to update the Airport Master Plan, which included the evaluation a series of alternative development 
scenarios that would adequately accommodate some or all of the projected growth in passenger and 
air cargo traffic at the Airport through a year 2010 planning horizon. That process concluded in 1997 
with the adoption of a new Airport Master Plan. 
 
In 2020, the City adopted an Amendment to the Airport Master Plan. The Amendment reflected 
changes in the aviation industry, revised aviation demand forecasts through a year 2037 planning 
horizon and updated Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) design standards. Prior to the adoption 
of the Amendment, a new EIR was completed and certified in 2020. 
 

2.2  APPROVED AIRPORT MASTER PLAN 
The existing Airport Master Plan, which was approved in 2020, consists of a comprehensive and 
integrated package of improvements to airside and landside facilities at the Airport, such integrated 
facilities having the design capacity to fully accommodate the forecast demand for air passenger, air 
cargo, and general aviation services in a comfortable and efficient manner. The Airport Master Plan 
consists of three major categories: 
 
 A series of 17 airfield improvement projects designed to enhance safety and operational 

efficiency. 
 Adoption of year 2037 as the planning horizon for aviation demand forecasts at SJC 
 A series of 18 passenger terminal, air cargo, general aviation, and aviation support 

improvement projects designed to accommodate projected demand. 
 
Table 1 provides a summary of the key existing and planned facilities at the Airport, while Table 2 
summarizes the existing and forecasted activity levels. 
  



9

9

9

101

101

280

280

680

680

82

85

87

85

17

237

17

84
880

880

San José

Santa Clara

Sunnyvale

Mountain View

Milpitas

Campbell

Saratoga

Los Gatos

Newark

Cuper no San José

Santa Clara

Sunnyvale

Mountain View

Milpitas

Campbell

Saratoga

Los Gatos

Newark

Cuper no

Project Site

Pacific Ocean

Monterey Bay

San José

Fremont

Oakland
San Francisco

Santa Cruz
Morgan Hill

San José

FremontSan MateoSan Mateo
Redwood CityRedwood City

LivermoreLivermore

Oakland
San Francisco

Santa Cruz

Mountain ViewMountain View
Cuper noCuper no

Morgan Hill

Project SiteProject Site

SaratogaSaratoga

Base Map: ESRI, ArcGIS

0 51 10 Miles

REGIONAL MAP FIGURE 1



 
Sky Harbour Expansion at SJC 7 EIR Addendum 
City of San José  May 16, 2025 

Table 1: Key Facilities at the Airport 
 2024 Existing 2037 Planned 
Airfield 
     Runway 12R/30L Length (feet) 
     Runway 12L/30R Length (feet) 

 
11,000 
11,000 

 
11,000 
11,000 

Terminals 
     Air Carrier Gates 
     Terminal Building (ft2) 
     Public Parking Spaces 
     Employee Parking Spaces 
     Rental Car Spaces 

 
36 a 

1,050,000 
5,600 
1,500 
2,000 

 
42 

1,800,000 
12,700 
3,700 
2,000 

Air Cargo 
     All-Cargo Airline Area (ft2) 
     Belly-Freight Area (ft2) 

 
300,000 
85,000 

 
500,000 
150,000 

General Aviation 
     General Aviation Facilities (acres) 

 
88 

 
88 

Aviation Support 
     Jet Fuel Bulk Storage (gallons) 

 
2,000,000 

 
4,000,000 

a Includes eight interim gates at the south end of Terminal B, which will be replaced by the planned Terminal C. 
 
Source: Amendment to SJC Master Plan Final EIR, 2020. 

 
 
 

Table 2: Existing and Forecasted Activity Levels at the Airport 
 Existing (2023) Forecast (2037) 
Annual Air Passengers (millions) 12.1 22.5 
Annual Air Cargo (tons) 31,048 100,200 
General Aviation (based aircraft) 152 164 
Annual Aircraft Operations 
          Air Passenger 
          Air Cargo 
          General Aviation 
          Military 
          Total 

 
110,868 

1,598 
52,129 a 

24 
164,619 

 
183,920 

1,960 
51,580 

250 
237,710 

a The 52,129 General Aviation operations is consistent with the number shown in the 2023 Annual Status Report 
for the Airport Master Plan. That number, however, includes 21,992 air taxi operations that were categorized as 
general aviation in the annual report. The actual number of general aviation operations in 2023 was 30,137, which 
remains consistent with the Airport Master Plan and is significantly lower than the forecasted 2037 General 
Aviation Operations. 
 
Sources: 

• Amendment to SJC Master Plan Final EIR, 2020 
• 2023 Annual Status Report for SJC Master Plan, 2024 
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Section 3.0  Project Description 
As stated in Section 2, the approved SJC Master Plan designates 88 acres of the Airport for general 
aviation facilities. The acreage is located on the west side of the Airport. Existing facilities include 
multiple aircraft hangars, aircraft parking ramps, fuel storage, offices, terminals, maintenance 
facilities, automobile parking, and aircraft taxiways. 
 
Within the area designated for general aviation is a 7-acre site, Assessor’s Parcel Number 230-46-
051, located at 1210 Aviation Avenue; see Figure 2. The site contains an existing 54,435 ft2 aircraft 
hangar with office suites, which was constructed in 1987 and expanded in 2001. The site also contains 
a ramp area for aircraft parking and 114 automobile parking spaces. 
 
Sky Harbour Aviation proposes to expand the existing general aviation facilities on the 7-acre site. 
The expanded facilities will consist of a new 28,000 ft2 aircraft hangar, 235 ft2 of office, and new 
concrete ramp paving for aircraft parking (the “Project”). The existing hangar would be retained and 
undergo a hangar door relocation from the South to the East elevation. The hangar addition would 
be constructed directly to the south and would have a height of approximately 39 feet above ground 
level. The exterior is proposed to be an architectural metal wall panel system of similar color to match 
the existing hangar. The conceptual site plan, as well as elevations for the proposed hangar addition, 
are depicted on Figures 3 through 6. 
 
Site access by ground vehicles would be from Aviation Avenue as is the case under existing conditions. 
The existing surface parking area will be reconfigured with a net increase of 35 parking spaces, as 
shown in Table 3. 
 
 

Table 3: Existing and Proposed Surface Parking Spaces 

 Existing Proposed 
ADA Compliant 5 7 
Electric Vehicle Charging 6 6 
Standard 103 136 

Total 114 149 
ADA – Americans with Disabilities Act  

 
 
The Project includes compliance with the following: 
 

• As applicable, the Project will comply with state renewable energy and/or energy efficiency 
strategies including the California Renewables Portfolio Standard (as most recently amended 
by SB 100), Title 24, Assembly Bill 1109, CalGreen Building Code, AB 1493 (Pavley), the Low 
Carbon Fuel Standard, Advanced Clean Cars Program, SB 375, Senate Bill X7-7, and AB 341. 
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• As applicable, the Project will comply with strategies for renewable energy and/or energy 
efficiency in Climate Smart San José. 

 
• The measures listed in Section 4.9.2 of this Addendum will be incorporated into the Project, 

providing energy conservation and efficiency as well as reducing emissions of greenhouse 
gases and other air pollutants. 
 

• The Project will comply with the City of San José’s Post-Construction Urban Runoff Policy 6-
29 and the Municipal Regional Stormwater NPDES Permit (MRP). 
 

• Stormwater treatment will consist of Low-Impact-Development (LID)/bioretention cells with 
impermeable liners that consist of biotreatment soil media that sustains plant growth with a 
bottom layer of permeable rock, to filter pollutants from runoff, by gravity. The cells will be 
located on the landside, as opposed to the airside, portion of the site. 
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Section 4.0  Environmental Impacts of the Project 
 
Following the outline in the Amendment to SJC Master Plan Final EIR, this section presents the 
discussion of impacts related to the following environmental subjects in their respective subsections. 
 
4.2  Aesthetics     4.12  Land Use and Planning 
4.3  Agriculture and Forestry Resources  4.13  Mineral Resources 
4.4  Air Quality     4.14  Noise 
4.5  Biological Resources    4.15 Population and Housing 
4.6  Cultural Resources    4.16  Public Services 
4.7  Energy      4.17  Recreation 
4.8  Geology and Soils    4.18  Transportation 
4.9  Greenhouse Gas Emission   4.19  Tribal Cultural Resources 
4.10  Hazards and Hazardous Materials  4.20  Utilities and Service Systems 
4.11  Hydrology and Water Quality   4.21  Wildfire 
 
 

4.1.1  Introduction 

In order to assess many of the environmental impacts of the Project, including ground traffic, air 
traffic, noise, and air quality, the first step is for the CEQA Lead Agency to independently determine 
the capacity of the facilities being constructed. This is a crucial step in the analysis of every type of 
project, whether residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, recreational, etc. For example, for 
residential projects, capacity is typically expressed as the number of dwelling units; for commercial, 
the amount of square footage; for hotels, the number of rooms; and so forth. 
 
For general aviation, capacity is typically expressed in the number of based aircraft, which are aircraft 
that are operational, airworthy, and are based at the airport for most of the year. Once that number 
is determined, then one can calculate the expected number of operations, expected number of 
vehicle trips, emissions of air pollutants, noise emissions, etc. 
 
As part of the preparation of this Addendum, the City retained Landrum & Brown, a firm that 
specializes in the design of airport facilities throughout the world. Landrum & Brown took the plans 
for the proposed hangar expansion and “placed” corporate aircraft into the hangar in a manner 
consistent with typical corporate fixed base operator (FBO) practices in the United States, considering 
the current and projected corporate general aviation fleet mix. This evaluation assumed that most 
businesses would work to accommodate requests to base an aircraft at their facility if there is room 
to do so, because that is the essence of their business. This exercise utilized a mix of common 
corporate aircraft types consistent with the mix of aircraft expected to occupy an FBO. The results 
show that the Project could reasonably accommodate up to seven based aircraft, as shown on Figure 
7. 
  



Source: Landrum & Brown Inc.
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It should be noted that the size of the hangar provides operational flexibility to accommodate aircraft 
parking in several different configurations. This flexibility provides the operator with the ability to 
service aircraft of different sizes based on demand, rather than being limited to only accommodating 
a specific aircraft type at each parking position. As shown on Figure 7, a seven aircraft parking 
configuration for the LearJet 45 aircraft (and smaller wingspan/fuselage lengths) could reasonably be 
accommodated within the proposed hangar expansion. Alternatively, three of the larger Gulfstream 
G450 aircraft and two smaller LearJet 35A aircraft parking positions could reasonably be 
accommodated within the proposed hangar expansion. 
 
As shown in Table 2, there are currently 152 based general aviation aircraft at SJC. If the seven aircraft 
associated with the Project are added to the existing number of based aircraft, the total of 159 would 
be below the 164 based aircraft analyzed in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. Therefore, the number of 
based aircraft under “existing plus Project conditions” is less than the total number of based aircraft 
analyzed in the prior environmental analysis. 
 
The environmental analyses in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR are predicated on a forecast of 51,580 
annual general aviation operations for 164 based aircraft, which equates to an average of 315 annual 
operations per aircraft. Under this assumption, the seven additional based aircraft associated with 
the Project would generate 2,205 annual operations, which equates to 4% of the annual general 
aviation operations projected for 2037 in the EIR. This estimate is conservative because, per Table 2, 
the existing 152 based aircraft are averaging 198 annual operations, which is substantially below the 
assumption of 315 annual operations per based aircraft.  
 
To summarize, the additional based aircraft and associated aircraft operations that would result from 
the proposed Project are accounted for in the analyses contained in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. 
 

4.2  Aesthetics 

4.2.1  Background 

Section 4.1 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR analyzes the visual and aesthetic impacts of the projects 
to be constructed as part of the Master Plan. The EIR assesses the effects of a variety of new 
structures including passenger terminal expansions, a multi-story hotel, multi-story parking garages, 
and new hangars. The purpose of the analysis was to determine if the masses and heights of these 
facilities would block scenic views, substantially alter the visual character of the area, and/or be 
incompatible with the surrounding land uses. The analysis considered the fact that the land uses 
adjacent to SJC are commercial and industrial, as well as the presence of three major freeways (U.S. 
101, SR 87, and I-880). 
 
Regarding the Project site on the west side of the Airport, the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR assumes it 
would continue to be developed with general aviation facilities. The EIR notes that the area already 
includes multiple hangars. 



 
Sky Harbour Expansion at SJC 18 EIR Addendum 
City of San José  May 16, 2025 

 
The analysis in the Master Plan EIR concludes that construction of the projects included in the SJC 
Master Plan would not block scenic views, would not result in any significant visual or aesthetic 
impacts, and would not result in significant light or glare impacts. The EIR also determined that 
planned structures would be similar in bulk and mass to some existing structures at the Airport and 
to structures that are present in the immediate vicinity. 
 

4.2.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The Project site is located on the west side of SJC and is currently used for general aviation purposes. 
The site contains an existing 54,435 ft2 aircraft hangar with office suites, a ramp area for aircraft 
parking, and a surface parking lot for automobiles. The height of the existing hangar is 39 feet. The 
site is bordered by the airfield, general aviation facilities, and commercial uses. Nearby structures 
include aircraft hangars, the FAA air traffic control tower (height = 109 feet above ground level) and 
four FAA communication towers (height = 90 feet above ground level). The closest residences are 
more than one-half mile from the site. Apart from landscaping around the automobile parking lot, 
the site is devoid of vegetation. The existing visual/aesthetic character is typical of a developed, urban 
environment.  See Figure 2 (aerial photo) and Photos 1 and 2. 
 
The building to be constructed would be compatible with the adjacent commercial and aviation uses, 
which includes a hangar of the same height. The building would be substantially lower than the 
nearby FAA air traffic control tower. The proposed building is not adjacent to a designated scenic 
highway and there would be no adverse effect on any scenic vistas. While the Project site would have 
a higher density, the existing character of the area would remain as it is today, which is a large, 
developed airport in an urban environment. 
 

4.2.3  Conclusion 

The Project will result in the construction and operation of general aviation facilities at a location 
already identified for general aviation in the Airport Master Plan and accompanying EIR. The Project 
will not result in any new significant aesthetic/visual impacts and/or aesthetic/visual impacts that are 
substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. 
There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the circumstances 
under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant aesthetic/visual impacts 
than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant 
Impact] 
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Photo 1: Existing Sky Harbour facility as viewed from its parking lot adjacent to Aviation Avenue. 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo 2: Existing Sky Harbour hangar and aircraft parking ramp as viewed from Taxiway V. 
 
 

4.3  Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

4.3.1  Background 

Section 4.2 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR analyzed the impacts of the future projects to be 
constructed as part of the Master Plan on agricultural and forestry resources. The EIR noted that the 
Airport and surrounding properties are designated for and developed with urban uses and that there 
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is no forest land or land subject to a Williamson Act contract located on the Airport. Unpaved areas 
at the Airport are not used for agricultural purposes. Therefore, the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 
concluded that no impacts to agricultural and/or forestry resources would occur. 
 

4.3.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The Project site is currently developed with general aviation facilities. Neither the Project site nor 
surrounding areas are used or designated for agriculture. There are no forestry resources on or 
adjacent to the Airport. Therefore, construction of the Project will not impact agricultural or forestry 
resources. 
 

4.3.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not impact agricultural or forestry resources. The Project will not result in any new 
significant impacts and/or impacts that are substantially different from those described in the SJC 
Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial 
importance which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable 
diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken 
that would result in more significant impacts on agricultural or forestry resources than were 
previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: No Impact] 
 

4.4  Air Quality 

4.4.1  Background 

Section 4.3 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR analyzed the air quality impacts of the projects to be 
constructed as part of the Master Plan. Emissions from both the construction and operational phases 
of the projects starting in the year 2020 were quantified and evaluated against established thresholds 
of significance. The SJC Master Plan EIR analysis determined that construction-related emissions 
would be both significant and unavoidable in the year 2020 but less-than-significant with mitigation 
in years 2021 through 2037. This is due to the conservative assumption that all construction projects 
without exact timing could start and overlap during the first year (2020) of the Airport’s construction 
phase, and so construction-related emissions would be lowered as time passes and construction 
projects occur in later phases. The analysis also determined that annual NOx and PM10 emissions from 
airport operations (including aircraft) would be both significant and unavoidable.1 Finally, a Health 
Risk Assessment (HRA) determined that the health risks associated with construction and operational 
emissions would be less-than-significant. 
 

 
 
1 This determination was based on the projected timeframe for the construction of each capital improvement project 
identified in the SJC Master Plan. 
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4.4.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The proposed expansion of general aviation facilities by the Project would result in emissions during 
both the construction and operational phases. 
 

 Construction Emissions 

Construction of the expanded hangar and additional parking is proposed to occur over a 12-month 
period in 2025-26. Similar to all of the capital improvement projects at the Airport, Project 
construction would generate criteria air pollutant emissions from heavy-duty construction 
equipment activity, architectural coating and asphalt paving off-gassing, truck haul trips, and 
construction workers and vendor truck trips to and from the project site. Mobile source emissions 
would be generated from on-road vehicles and construction equipment, including but not limited to 
dump trucks, excavators, bulldozers, compactors, forklifts, and cranes. Criteria air pollutant emissions 
would include emissions of NOx, ROG, PM10, and PM2.5. 
 
Although the SJC Master Plan EIR quantified the construction-related emissions from all planned 
improvement projects in the Airport Master Plan, the expansion of this hangar was not specifically 
accounted for. However, given the size of the proposed Project, coupled with its timing, it can be 
concluded that its construction emissions would not result in an exceedance of applicable thresholds 
of significance. This conclusion is based on the data in Table 3, which is excerpted from the SJC Master 
Plan EIR. From Table 3, there are two large projects scheduled for construction in 2025-26, the 
Terminal C project (14 new air carrier gates) in 2025 followed by a 300,000 ft2 hotel in 2026. Even if 
both projects were to be constructed in the same year, pollutant emissions would be substantially 
below the significance thresholds with the implementation of identified mitigation measures MM 
AIR-2.1 to 2.4 in the SJC Master Plan EIR. Given this fact, adding in proportional emissions from a 
much smaller 28,000 ft2 hangar expansion, would not exceed the Air District’s thresholds of 
significance for criteria pollutant emissions. 
 
 

Table 3: Airport Master Plan Construction Criteria Pollutant Emissions (lbs/day) 
 

Year Project NOx ROG PM10 PM2.5 

2025 Terminal C (14 new 
air carrier gates) 5.6 14 0.05 0.05 

2026 300,000 ft2, multi-
story hotel 4.8 6.1 0.05 0.05 

Significance 
Threshold 

 54 54 82 54 

Significant 
Impact? 

 No No No No 

Data reflect implementation of the mitigation measures listed in the 2020 EIR that pertain to the reduction of 
emissions during construction. 
 
Source: Amendment to SJC Master Plan EIR, 2020. 
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It is important to note that, as with all of the improvement projects contained in the Airport Master 
Plan, the Project will comply with all of the SJC Master Plan EIR’s mitigation measures that are 
designed to reduce construction emissions. These measures are as follows: 
 
MM AIR-2.1: All off-road equipment greater than 25 horsepower used in construction projects 

at the Airport shall have engines that meet Tier 4 Final off-road emission 
standards. The City’s Director of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement (or 
his/her designee) may waive this requirement if presented with documentation 
that demonstrates that a particular piece of off-road equipment with an engine 
meeting Tier 4 Final emission standards is not regionally available. 

 
MM AIR-2.2: Diesel engines, whether for off-road or on-road equipment, shall not be left idling 

for more than two minutes, at any location, except as provided in exceptions to 
the applicable state regulations regarding idling for off-road and on-road 
equipment (e.g., traffic conditions, safe operating conditions). The contractor 
shall post legible and visible signs in English, Spanish, and Chinese, in designated 
queuing areas and at the construction site to remind operators of the 2-minute 
idling limit. 

 
MM AIR-2.3: The contractor shall instruct construction workers and equipment operators on 

the maintenance and tuning of construction equipment and require that such 
workers and operators properly maintain and tune equipment in accordance with 
manufacturer specifications.  

 
MM AIR-2.4: Before starting onsite ground disturbance, demolition, or construction activities, 

the contractor shall submit a Construction Emissions Minimization Plan to the 
City’s Director of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement (or his/her designee) 
for review and approval.  The plan shall demonstrate how the contractor will meet 
the requirements of MM AIR-2.1. The plan shall include estimates of the 
construction timeline, with a description of each piece of off-road equipment 
required. The description may include, but is not limited to, equipment type, 
equipment manufacturer, engine model year, engine certification (Tier rating), 
horsepower, and expected fuel usage and hours of operation. For off-road 
equipment using alternative fuels, the description shall also specify the type of 
alternative fuel being used. 

 
The Airport shall ensure that all applicable requirements of the Construction 
Emissions Minimization Plan have been incorporated into the contract 
specifications. The plan shall include a certification statement that the contractor 
agrees to comply fully with the plan. 
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The contractor shall make the Construction Emissions Minimization Plan available 
to the public for review onsite during working hours. The contractor shall post at 
the construction site a legible and visible sign summarizing the plan. The sign shall 
also state that the public may ask to inspect the plan for the project at any time 
during working hours and shall explain how to request to inspect the plan. The 
contractor shall post at least one copy of the sign in a visible location on each side 
of the construction site facing a public right-of-way. 

 
 Operational Emissions 

The primary sources of emissions during the operational phase of the Project will include aircraft 
operations, ground traffic, ground service equipment, fueling activities, aircraft auxiliary power units, 
building heating and cooling, and emergency generators. These emissions include carbon monoxide, 
reactive organic gases, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter. The emissions are consistent with 
those from all sectors of air transportation including air passenger, air cargo, and general aviation. 
 
As stated in Section 4.4.2.1, operational emissions were calculated in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 
for projected Airport activity levels through the year 2037. When compared to existing conditions, 
increases in emissions were found to be both significant and unavoidable, the primary source of 
which was aircraft operations.2 Projected growth in general aviation activity at SJC, of which the 
Project is a component, was evaluated in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR; see Section 4.1. Therefore, 
operational emissions from the Project are included in, and will not exceed, those quantified in the 
2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. 
 
The HRA included in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR concluded that the health risks associated with the 
construction and operational emissions of the Airport Master Plan would be less-than-significant. 
Since the emissions related to the Project are accounted for, and will not exceed, the emissions from 
the Airport Master Plan, the Project would be consistent with the findings of the HRA. 
 

4.4.3  Conclusion 

The Project will result in the construction and operation of general aviation facilities in areas already 
identified for general aviation in the SJC Master Plan. As discussed above, the Project will not result 
in 1) an increase in emissions levels at the Airport beyond that identified in the approved SJC Master 
Plan, or 2) an increase in the capacity of the Airport beyond that identified in the approved SJC Master 
Plan. 
 

 
 
2 As stated on page 88 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR, under the Federal Airline Deregulation Act of 1978, a state 
or local government is prohibited from regulating an air carrier’s rates, routes, or services. Therefore, although the 
City is the owner and operator of SJC, it cannot regulate the number of flights or the types of aircraft utilizing the 
Airport, as long as those flights and aircraft can be reasonably accommodated. For this reason, the City cannot 
reduce the number of aircraft operations as a means of mitigating air pollutant emissions. 
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The Project will not result in any new significant air quality impacts and/or air quality impacts that 
are substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation 
is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could 
not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant air quality 
impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Significant 
Unavoidable Impact] 
 

4.5  Biological Resources 

4.5.1  Background 

Section 4.4 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan described the existing biological resources on and adjacent 
to the Airport. The discussion focused on the unpaved areas of the airfield that provide habitat for 
the burrowing owl, a candidate for listing under the California Endangered Species Act, and the 
impacts of the Master Plan upon that resource. The SJC Master Plan EIR also described the important 
riparian habitat of the adjacent Guadalupe River and listed measures to avoid or minimize impacts to 
that ecosystem. 
 

4.5.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

As shown on Figure 2, except for the ornamental landscaping adjacent to the west side of the existing 
hangar building, the perimeter of the parking lot, and within the parking islands, the Project site is 
devoid of vegetation. The remainder of the site is developed with buildings and covered with asphalt 
and concrete. The landscaped areas onsite include multiple trees, most of which are 3 to 6 inches in 
diameter. A number of larger trees are located adjacent to the parking lot in the northwest corner of 
the site as well as adjacent to the west side of the existing building. The landscaped areas are not 
suitable foraging or breeding habitat for burrowing owls. 
 
A portion of the existing landscaping will be impacted by the proposed hangar and parking expansion. 
Based on the conceptual site plan, approximately six small trees (diameter <5 inches) will be impacted 
by the proposed parking expansion and six small trees (diameter = 4 inches) will be impacted by the 
hangar expansion. Any trees to be removed will be replaced per the ratios shown in Table 4, which is 
excerpted from the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. 
 
Further, where construction will occur within the dripline of a tree not being removed, the Project 
will implement a Tree Protection Plan and include measures to implement during project 
construction to minimize impacts to trees to remain. The measures include marking trees to remain 
in place in project plans and have protection zones established around the canopy drip line zone to 
avoid serious injury or loss. 
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Table 4: Tree Replacement Ratios 

Diameter of Tree to Be 
Removed 

Type of Tree to Be Removed Minimum Size of Each 
Replacement Tree Native Non-Native Orchard 

18 inches or greater 5:1 4:1 3:1 24-inch box 

12-18 inches 3:1 2:1 none 24-inch box 

Less than 12 inches 1:1 1:1 none 15-gallon container 

Notes: 
• x:x = tree replacement to tree loss ratio 
• Trees greater than 18” diameter shall not be removed unless a Tree Removal Permit, or equivalent, has 

been approved for the removal of such trees. 
• A 24-inch box tree = two 15-gallon trees 

 
 
To avoid potential impacts to nesting birds, the following biological mitigation measures from the 
2020 SJC Master Plan EIR will be implemented as part of the Project: 
 
MM BIO-2.1: Avoidance and Inhibition of Nesting.  Construction and tree removal/pruning 

activities shall be scheduled to avoid the nesting season. Tree removal and/or 
pruning shall be completed before the start of the nesting season to help preclude 
nesting. The nesting season for most birds and raptors in the San Francisco Bay 
Area extends from February 1 through August 31. 

 
MM BIO-2.2: Preconstruction Survey(s).  If it is not possible to schedule construction activities 

during the period of September 1 through January 31, then a qualified 
ornithologist shall conduct a preconstruction survey for nesting raptors and other 
migratory birds within on-site trees as well as all trees within 250 feet of the site 
to identify active bird nests that may be disturbed during project construction. 
This survey shall be completed no more than fourteen days prior to the initiation 
of demolition/construction activities (including tree removal and pruning). During 
this survey, the ornithologist shall inspect all trees and other possible nesting 
habitats in and immediately adjacent to the construction areas for nests. 

 
If the survey does not identify any nesting birds that would be affected by 
construction activities, no further mitigation is required. 

 
If an active nest is found sufficiently close to work areas to be disturbed by these 
activities, the ornithologist (in consultation with the California Department of Fish 
& Wildlife) shall designate a construction-free buffer zone to be established 
around the nest to ensure that no nests of species protected by the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code would be disturbed during 
construction activities. The buffer shall remain in place until a qualified 
ornithologist has determined that the nest is no longer active. 



 
Sky Harbour Expansion at SJC 26 EIR Addendum 
City of San José  May 16, 2025 

 
MM BIO-2.3: Reporting.  A final report on nesting birds and raptors, including survey 

methodology, survey date(s), map of identified active nests (if any), and 
protection measures (if required), shall be submitted and approved by the City’s 
Director of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement or his/her designee prior to 
the start of grading. 

 

4.5.3  Conclusion 

The Project will result in the construction of general aviation facilities in a previously disturbed area 
at a location already identified for general aviation in the Airport Master Plan and accompanying EIR. 
The Project will not result in any new significant biological impacts and/or biological impacts that are 
substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant biological 
impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-
Significant Impact with Mitigation] 
 

4.6  Cultural Resources 

4.6.1  Background 

Section 4.5 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR described the historical and archaeological resources that 
are present at SJC. The EIR noted that no existing buildings at the Airport are eligible for or listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR), 
or the City of San José Inventory of Historical Resources. Based on extensive surveys and subsurface 
testing, as well the presence of known archaeological resources in the vicinity, the SJC Master Plan 
EIR disclosed those areas at the Airport that are considered archaeologically sensitive (Figure 8) and 
noted that the construction of capital improvement projects in those areas could result in significant 
impacts.3 Based on a commitment to undertake archaeological monitoring of all subsurface 
construction in those locations, the SJC Master Plan EIR concluded that impacts would be less-than-
significant with mitigation. 
 
  

 
 
3 The most useful previous survey was the detailed cultural resources assessment that was prepared as part of the 
preparation of the EIR for the 1980 Airport Master Plan. This assessment included extensive subsurface testing 
consisting of 237 test trenches over the entire Airport site. 



ARCHAEOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE AREAS AT SJC      FIGURE 8
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4.6.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

Based on a historic resource evaluation undertaken in 2024, the existing hangar building on the 
project site, which was constructed in 1987 and expanded in 2001, is not considered a historical 
resource under CEQA.4 
 
The 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR included a figure entitled, Archaeologically Sensitive Areas at SJC, which 
is reproduced as Figure 8. The Project site is not located within an archaeologically sensitive area. 
Therefore, the potential for construction to impact buried archaeological resources is considered low 
and archaeological monitoring during construction is not warranted. However, in the unlikely event 
that prehistoric or historic archaeological resources are uncovered during construction activities, the 
Project will implement the following two mitigation measures, MM CUL-2.1 and MM CUL-3.1 that are 
listed in the SJC Master Plan EIR: 
 
MM CUL-2.1: The archaeological monitoring program that is currently in effect at the Airport will 

be continued by the City as part of the Project. Under this program, a qualified 
archaeologist will monitor all subsurface construction activity for the identified 
projects located within designated archaeological sensitive areas. If prehistoric or 
historic archaeological resources are uncovered during construction activities, the 
monitoring archaeologist will require that work be discontinued within a 100-foot 
radius of the find. A report evaluating the find and identifying mitigation for impacts 
should be prepared by the archaeologist and submitted to the City's Director of 
Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement and the Director of the Airport. 

 
MM CUL-3.1: In the event that human remains are discovered during excavation and/or grading of 

the site, all activity within a 100-foot radius of the find shall be stopped. The Santa 
Clara County Coroner shall be notified and make a determination as to whether the 
remains are of Native American origin or whether an investigation into the cause of 
death is required. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the Coroner 
will notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) immediately. Once the 
NAHC identifies the most likely descendants, the descendants will make 
recommendations regarding proper burial, which will be implemented in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(e) of CEQA Guidelines. 

 

4.6.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant cultural resources impacts and/or cultural resources 
impacts that are substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new 
mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known 
and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no 

 
 
4 Source: RS&H, Historic Resource Evaluation for Sky Harbour Aviation Hangar at 1210 Aviation Avenue, San Jose, 
2024. 
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changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more 
significant cultural resources impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC 
Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation] 
 

4.7  Energy 

4.7.1  Background 

Section 4.6 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR quantified the existing and projected energy usage at the 
Airport. Both the construction and operational phases of the Airport Master Plan were evaluated. 
Based on all of the energy efficiency measures built into existing and planned facilities and 
operations, the SJC Master Plan EIR concluded that implementation of the Master Plan would not 
conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. The 2020 SJC 
Master Plan EIR also determined that implementation of the Airport Master Plan would not result in 
a potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy, or wasteful use of energy resources, during Project construction or 
operation. 
 

4.7.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

Per Section 4.1 of this Addendum, the additional based aircraft and associated aircraft operations 
that would result from the proposed Project are accounted for in the energy analyses contained in 
the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. The following measures to reduce energy usage and increase efficiency 
during both the construction and operational phases of the Project will be implemented: 
 

• As applicable, the Project will comply with state renewable energy and/or energy efficiency 
strategies including the California Renewables Portfolio Standard (as most recently amended 
by SB 100), Title 24, Assembly Bill 1109, CalGreen Building Code, AB 1493 (Pavley), the Low 
Carbon Fuel Standard, Advanced Clean Cars Program, SB 375, Senate Bill X7-7, and AB 341. 

• As applicable, the Project will comply with strategies for renewable energy and/or energy 
efficiency in Climate Smart San José. 

• The measures listed in Section 4.9.2 of this Addendum will be incorporated into the Project, 
providing energy conservation and efficiency as well as reducing emissions of greenhouse 
gases and other air pollutants. 

 

4.7.3  Conclusion 

The energy that will be consumed by the growth in general aviation activities that will result from the 
Project is accounted for in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. The Project will not result in any new 
significant energy impacts and/or energy impacts that are substantially different from those 
described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no new information 
of substantial importance which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of 
reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the circumstances under which the Project is 
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undertaken that would result in more significant energy impacts than were previously analyzed. 
[Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.8  Geology and Soils 

4.8.1  Background 

Section 4.7 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR described the existing geologic conditions that are present 
at the Airport. Key conditions include the fact that the area is subject to strong shaking in the event 
of a major earthquake on one of the nearby faults, during which the soils at the Airport are subject 
to liquefaction. The SJC Master Plan EIR concluded that construction of the projects identified in the 
Airport Master plan would not result in significant geologic impacts because they would incorporate 
standard minimization and avoidance measures in their design. Specifically, each capital 
improvement project will be required to conform to standard engineering and seismic safety design 
techniques outlined in the City of San José’s Building Division and California Building Code. Finally, 
the EIR concluded that because the Airport is underlain by young alluvial deposits, the likelihood of 
discovery of significant paleontological resources (i.e., fossilized remains of prehistoric plants or 
animals) is very low. 
 

4.8.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

Due to its location in a seismically active region, the proposed hangar expansion will be subject to 
strong shaking during a major earthquake. This hazard is not unique to the project because it applies 
to all locations throughout the greater Bay Area. The building will, however, be designed to comply 
with all current building and seismic safety codes. Compliance with these codes will minimize 
potential adverse impacts. The codes will also mitigate for the presence of any liquefiable or 
expansive soils. 
 
Standard conditions to be implemented by the Project to avoid or minimize potential damage from 
seismic shaking and seismic-related hazards will consist of the following: 
 

• Facilities shall be built using standard engineering and seismic safety design techniques. 
 

• As required by the California Building Code, a design-level geotechnical investigation shall be 
completed, as warranted, for the Project, which shall include design and construction 
recommendations to avoid and reduce seismic and seismic-related hazards (including 
liquefaction and lateral spreading). The Project shall implement the recommendations 
identified in the design-level geotechnical investigation. 

 

4.8.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant geologic impacts and/or geologic impacts that are 
substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
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required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant geologic 
impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-
Significant Impact] 
 

4.9  Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

4.9.1  Background 

The Airport currently generates GHG emissions from a variety of sources, including aircraft, auxiliary 
power units, ground support equipment, built environment attributes (e.g., parking garages, terminal 
buildings, and other airport facilities), and on-road mobile sources. Section 4.8 of the 2020 SJC Master 
Plan EIR analyzed the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions impacts of the projects to be constructed as 
part of the Master Plan. GHG emissions from both the construction and operational phases of the 
projects were quantified and evaluated against established thresholds of significance. The EIR 
analysis determined that impacts from construction and operational GHG emissions would be both 
significant and unavoidable even with the implementation of mitigation measures. This 
determination was based, in part, on the fact that GHG emissions would increase due to additional 
aircraft operations despite policies aimed at reducing GHG emissions. 
 

4.9.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The Project would construct and expand general aviation facilities at SJC. The construction phase of 
the Project would generate GHGs from heavy-duty construction equipment activity, architectural 
coating and asphalt paving off-gassing, truck haul trips, and construction workers and vendor truck 
trips to and from the project site. Mobile source GHGs would be generated from on-road vehicles 
and construction equipment. The primary sources of GHG emissions during the operational phase of 
the Project will include aircraft operations, ground traffic, ground service equipment, fueling 
activities, aircraft auxiliary power units, and building heating and cooling. 
 
Projected growth in general aviation activity at SJC, of which the Project is a component, was 
evaluated in the 2020 EIR; see Section 4.1. Therefore, GHG emissions from the Project are included 
in, and will not exceed, those quantified in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. 
 
Although the GHG impacts of the Airport Master Plan were determined to be significant and 
unavoidable in the 2020 EIR, each capital improvement project will implement a series of measures 
to reduce GHG emissions during both the construction and operational phases. The measures from 
the SJC Master Plan EIR that are applicable to the Project are as follows: 
 

• Measures MM-AIR-2.1 through MM-AIR-2.4 to reduce energy and emissions – including GHGs 
- during construction will be implemented by the Project; see Section 4.4.2.1 of this 
Addendum for details. 
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• The Project will comply with LEED standards. 
• The Project will participate in the Airport’s trip reduction program in which employees are 

provided with free VTA bus/rail passes. 
• Electricity for the Project will be procured from San José Clean Energy, which produces 

electricity from renewable and carbon-free sources. 
• The Project will be incorporated into the Airport Carbon Accreditation Program required 

under Measure MM-GHG-1.1. This measure will include a phased carbon management 
program that is consistent with the standards of ACI “Level 3” Airport Carbon Accreditation 
Program, including calculation of annual carbon emissions from Airport activity, identifying 
emissions reduction targets, tracking progress toward achieving effective carbon 
management procedures, and publishing an annual carbon footprint report as a component 
of the Airport’s broader environmental sustainability program. 

 

4.9.3  Conclusion 

The Project will result in the construction of general aviation facilities in areas already identified for 
general aviation in the Master Plan. As discussed above, the Project will not result in 1) an increase 
in GHG emissions at the Airport beyond those that were identified in the approved Master Plan, or 
2) an increase in the capacity of the Airport beyond those that were identified in the approved Master 
Plan. 
 
The Project will not result in any new significant GHG impacts and/or GHG impacts that are 
substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant GHG 
impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Significant 
Unavoidable Impact] 
 

4.10  Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

4.10.1  Background 

Section 4.9 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR provided an overview of existing conditions at SJC that 
could affect future development under the Airport Master Plan. The 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 
described the fact that there is a potential for contaminated soil and groundwater at and adjacent to 
the Airport from chemicals used in former agricultural activities (e.g., pesticides, herbicides, fuels, 
etc.) and/or hydrocarbons from leaking underground fuel storage tanks. This includes contamination 
from industrial operations at the former FMC facility that is located across Coleman Avenue from the 
Airport. As a result, the SJC Master Plan EIR stated that all future capital improvement projects at the 
Airport must 1) undertake site-specific analyses to determine if hazardous materials are present, and 
2) to implement the mitigation measures listed in the analyses, thereby avoiding significant impacts 
to future occupants and construction workers. 
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4.10.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

 Existing Hazardous Materials 

Mitigation Measure HAZ-2.1 in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR states that, prior to construction, the 
soil and groundwater in construction work areas at the Airport will be evaluated for the presence of 
contamination from hazardous substances. Consistent with that requirement, Phase 1 and Phase 2 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Reports were prepared in 2021 and 2024 for the Project site.5 
The reports are attached to this Addendum as Appendices A and B. This section summarizes the 
findings of these two reports. 
 

Phase 1 ESA Report Findings 

Historical Site Activities 

The Phase 1 ESA noted that the site, as well as much of the surrounding area, was formerly used for 
agricultural activities until the 1980’s when the present aviation use commenced. The historical 
agricultural activities typically included the use of organochlorine pesticides, residual concentrations 
of which are commonly found in soils. 
 
Although intensive maintenance services on airplanes are not currently performed, this was not the 
situation in the first few decades of operation of the aviation facility. Interviews with staff and a 
review of the historical waste manifests indicate that many chemicals and solvents were stored and 
used at the facility, likely for airplane maintenance. The wastes that were generated from the early 
1990s through 2010 include: aqueous solution, inorganic solid waste, halogenated solvents, 
oxygenated solvents, hydrocarbon solvents, waste and mixed oil, oil-containing waste, organic liquids 
with metals, organic solids, laboratory waste chemicals, and liquids with halogenated organic 
compounds. It is possible that releases to the environment could have occurred through historical 
chemical usage and maintenance activities, especially if any of these activities occurred outside or 
releases flowed into the floor trench drains. According to California’s Hazardous Waste Information 
System (HAZNET), 101 tons of contaminated soil were removed from the site in 2001 and disposed 
of in a landfill. However, no records to document this disposal could be found. Therefore, historical 
maintenance activities at the Property is considered a Recognized Environmental Condition (REC). 
 
Current Site Activities 

Current aviation activities include aircraft refueling and cleaning/minor maintenance. An existing 
200-gallon above-ground diesel storage tank provides fuel for an emergency generator. Two 55-
gallon drums of jet fuel are present. Minor amounts of substances associated with oils, cleaners, and 

 
 
5 APTIM Environmental & Infrastructure LLC, Phase 1 Environmental Assessment Report for Hewlett-Packard 
Enterprise Company, 1210 Aviation Avenue, San Jose, September 2021. 
 
AEI Consultants, Limited Phase 2 Subsurface Investigation Report for 1210 Aviation Avenue, San Jose, May 2024. 
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solvents used in the maintenance of jet aircraft, and building maintenance products such as paints 
and janitorial chemicals are also present. No signs of on-site contamination were found to be present. 
 
Off-Site Sources of Contamination 

As stated in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR, FMC operated a facility at 1125 Coleman Avenue for the 
design, production and testing of military tracked vehicles from 1951 to 1997. Soil and groundwater 
sampling revealed that volatile organic compounds (VOCs), metals and hydrocarbons had impacted 
the environment. The source of the contamination was the routine handling and use of hazardous 
materials and management of hazardous wastes. Site closure involved dividing the site into the areas 
called Test Track and Central Plant. Following implementation of corrective measures, which included 
soil excavation, both areas were closed under industrial standards which required environmental 
covenants and institutional controls. Groundwater is impacted with organic contaminants and 
continues to the pumped and treated by FMC. 
 
The Project site is located to the north/northeast of the Test Track area while the Central Plant area 
is farther to the east. Located southwest of the Project site across Aviation and Coleman Avenues is 
the Northern Property Boundary Groundwater Extraction and Treatment System which operates as 
a down-gradient hydraulic barrier to prevent off-site migration of dissolved VOCs. The former FMC 
site is now owned by the City of San José. 
 
The Phase 1 ESA included a review of documents and maps associated with the FMC site and 
determined that monitoring well, MW-0A1, is located directly south of the Project site across Aviation 
Drive. The primary contaminant of concern for the Test Track area is trichloroethene (TCE). The 
monitoring well adjacent to the Project site was installed in October 2004 and had an initial TCE 
concentration of 2.6 μg/L. The maximum contaminant level (MCL) for TCE is 5 μg/L. The monitoring 
well has been sampled twice a year since 2004 and the highest concentration of 2.7 μg was observed 
in October 2011. The most recent sampling data reviewed was from October 2019, which showed a 
TCE concentration of 1.2 ug/L. Other VOCs detected with trace concentrations that were below the 
MCL included 1,1-dichloroethene, cis-1,2-dichloroethene, dichlorodifluoromethane. From October 
2004 through October 2019, no VOC concentrations exceeded the MCL. 
 
Although there are no monitoring wells related to the FMC site on the Project site, the monitoring 
well located directly across Aviation Avenue to the south provides data on the potential impacts of 
the FMC releases to the Project site. Even though TCE concentrations are below the MCLs at the 
monitoring well, the existence of TCE in the groundwater at the Project site boundary provides 
evidence that the Project site has likely been impacted by the FMC releases and is therefore 
considered a REC. 
 

Phase 2 ESA Report Findings 

As a follow-up to the Phase 1 ESA, the 2024 Phase 2 ESA undertook five soil borings to collect soil, 
groundwater, and soil gas samples. The purpose was to evaluate if the subsurface at the Project site 
has been adversely impacted by the historical vehicle maintenance operations, prior disposal of 
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contaminated soil, and historical VOC release at the adjacent FMC property. The samples were 
analyzed in accordance with industry standards and compared to regulatory thresholds. 
 
Regarding soils, the investigation results can be summarized as follows: 
 

• TPH-d and TPH-mo were detected in all five soil samples collected and analyzed, at 
concentrations below their respective commercial/industrial Environmental Screening Levels 
(ESLs). 

• Arsenic was detected above the commercial/industrial ESL in four soil samples, however the 
observed concentrations were below the maximum background concentration in California 
soils. 

• TPH-d was detected slightly above the Tier 1 ESL in one groundwater sample. 
• Benzene was detected above the commercial/industrial vapor intrusion ESL in four soil gas 

samples, indicating a vapor intrusion concern. 
 
Based on the results summarized above, impacts to soil were not identified in the areas sampled at 
the Project site and no further action is recommended for the soil at the Project site. 
 
TPH-d was detected slightly above the Tier 1 ESL in one groundwater sample. The groundwater 
sample was collected from the southern portion of the Project site and TPH-d was not detected in 
the other groundwater samples collected and analyzed. It is not uncommon to see TPH-d in a 
weathered release of gasoline, coupled with the fact that no BTEX, MTBE, or naphthalene were 
identified in groundwater during this assessment. Therefore, no further investigation is 
recommended for the groundwater at the Project site at this time. 
 
Based on the soil gas results summarized above, benzene was detected at concentrations above the 
applicable commercial/industrial vapor intrusion ESLs in soil gas beneath the Project site. The ESLs 
are based on a conservative attenuation factor of 0.03 to be generically applied to existing building 
slabs and does not assume bioattenuation. Given the maximum concentrations of benzene detected 
in soil gas are less than 140 μg/m3, the concentrations of benzene observed in the soil gas samples 
collected at the Project site do not appear to pose an unacceptable vapor intrusion risk to users of 
the Project site. 
 

 Project Impacts 

Consistent with MM HAZ-2.1 in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR, the soil on the Project site will be tested 
prior to the start of construction to determine whether organochlorine pesticides from former 
agricultural activities are present in concentrations that exceed regulatory standards. If 
concentrations exceed regulatory standards, a Soil Management Plan (SMP) will be prepared that will 
specify the measures to be undertaken to prevent exposure to unhealthy levels of organochlorine 
substances. In accordance with MM HAZ-2.2 in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR, the SMP shall include 
the following: 1) results from any limited soil and groundwater sampling conducted per MM HAZ-2.1 
of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR; 2) stockpile management including dust control, sampling, 
stormwater pollution prevention and the installation of BMPs; 3) proper disposal procedures of 
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contaminated materials; 4) monitoring, reporting, and regulatory oversight notifications; and 5) a 
health and safety plan for each contractor and subcontractor working at the site that addresses the 
safety and health hazards of each phase of site operations with the requirements and procedures for 
employee protection.  The health and safety plan will also outline proper soil and/or groundwater 
handling procedures and health and safety requirements to minimize worker and public exposure to 
contaminated soil and/or groundwater during construction. 
 
Based on the above discussion, the Project will not expose construction workers and/or occupants of 
the site to unacceptable levels of hazardous materials in the soil or groundwater. 
 
Existing aviation-related activities at the Project site will continue. This includes the fueling and minor 
maintenance of aircraft. The use, storage, and disposal of hazardous substances used for such 
activities will continue to occur in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local regulations. 
 
The transportation of hazardous substances on aircraft associated with the Project will continue to 
occur in accordance with the regulations of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act. 
 

4.10.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant hazardous materials impacts and/or hazardous 
materials impacts that are substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan 
EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was 
not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there 
are no changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more 
significant hazardous materials impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 
SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation] 
 

4.11  Hydrology and Water Quality 

4.11.1  Background 

Section 4.10 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR described the existing water quality and floodplain issues 
that are present at SJC. The SJC Master Plan EIR included an extensive discussion of the federal, state, 
and local plans and regulations that are in place that are designed to minimize pollutants in 
stormwater runoff, thereby improving water quality in local creeks and rivers. Finally, the SJC Master 
Plan EIR discussed the projected increases in impervious surfaces that will result from the 
construction of the capital improvement projects that are contained in the Airport Master Plan, as 
well as the measures proposed to treat stormwater before it is discharged into waterways. 
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4.11.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

 Floodplain Impacts 

Per Figure 4.10-1 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR, the Project site is not located within a 100-Year 
Floodplain. Therefore, no floodplain-related impacts will occur. 
 

 Operational Phase Water Quality Impacts 

The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board re-issued the Municipal Regional 
Stormwater NPDES Permit (MRP) in May 2022 to regulate stormwater discharges from municipalities 
and local agencies (co-permittees) in Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, and Santa Clara Counties, 
and the cities of Fairfield, Suisun City, and Vallejo. Under Provision C.3 of the MRP, new and 
redevelopment projects that create or replace 5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface area 
are required to implement site design, source control, and Low Impact Development (LID)-based 
stormwater treatment controls to treat post-construction stormwater runoff. LID-based treatment 
controls are intended to maintain or restore the site’s natural hydrologic functions, maximizing 
opportunities for infiltration and evapotranspiration, and using stormwater as a resource (e.g., 
rainwater harvesting for non-potable uses). The MRP also requires that stormwater treatment 
measures be properly installed, operated, and maintained. 
 
As shown in Table 5, the Project would rework 36,000 ft2 of impervious surface and increase the total 
amount of impervious surface area from 252,775 ft2 to 260,875 ft2. Since construction of the Project 
would result in the replacement or construction of more than 10,000 ft2 of impervious surface area, 
the Project would be required to comply with the City of San José’s Post-Construction Urban Runoff 
Policy 6-29 and the MRP. 
 
Based on geologic conditions, infiltration at the Project site is infeasible. Therefore, stormwater 
treatment will consist of LID/bioretention cells with impermeable liners that consist of biotreatment 
soil media that sustains plant growth with a bottom layer of permeable rock, to filter pollutants from 
runoff, by gravity. The cells will be located on the landside, as opposed to the airside, portion of the 
site. 
 

Table 5: Existing and Future Impervious Surface on the Project Site 
Scenario Impervious Surface 

Existing Conditions 252,775 square feet 
New Impervious Surface Due to Hangar Expansion 2,000 square feet 
New Impervious Surface Due to Parking Expansion 6,100 square feet 
Existing Impervious Surface to be Reworked 36,000 square feet 
Note: Total size of the Project site is 308,775 square feet. 

 
 
With inclusion of stormwater treatment and compliance with the City’s regulatory policies pertaining 
to stormwater runoff, operation of the proposed Project would have a less than significant water 
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quality impact. For these reasons, the Project would not result in operational water quality impacts 
post-construction. 
 

 Construction Phase Water Quality Impacts 

The Project would not disturb more than one acre of ground surface; therefore, the Project would 
not be required to comply with the NPDES General Permit for Construction Activities. However, all 
development projects in San José are required to comply with the City’s Grading Ordinance, which 
requires the use of erosion and sediment controls to protect water quality while a site is under 
construction. The Project’s compliance with the City’s Grading Ordinance would ensure less than 
significant impacts to water quality during the Project’s construction. 
 

4.11.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant hydrologic/water quality impacts and/or impacts 
that are substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new 
mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known 
and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no 
changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more 
significant hydrologic/water quality impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 
2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.12  Land Use and Planning 

4.12.1  Background 

Section 4.11 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR analyzed the land use impacts of the projects to be 
constructed as part of the Master Plan. The EIR noted that the Master Plan projects would not 
physically divide any established communities since they do not propose any physical expansion of 
the Airport beyond its boundaries or any expansion into the surrounding community. The analysis in 
the SJC Master Plan EIR concluded that implementation of the Master Plan projects would be 
consistent with the Envision San José 2040 General Plan, the San José Municipal Code, the Airport 
Land Use Commission’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan for SJC, and FAA regulations. 
 

4.12.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The Project would expand general aviation facilities on a site that is already used for the same 
purpose. The site and surrounding area are designated for general aviation facilities on the Airport 
Master Plan and the FAA’s Airport Layout Plan (ALP). Therefore, no amendment to the Airport Master 
Plan will be required. 
 
The Project will conform to FAA regulations and policies intended to protect the Airport and aircraft 
operations from incompatible land uses that potentially create hazards or constraints to Airport 
operations. These include compliance with setback standards from nearby taxiways. 
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In addition, in February 2025, the FAA reviewed the Project in accordance with the requirements of 
Part 77 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) to determine if the proposed improvements would 
constitute obstructions to air navigation. In its Non-Rulemaking Airspace Actions (NRAs), copies of 
which are contained in Appendix C, the FAA determined that they do not object to construction of 
the Project per Part 77. 
 

4.12.3  Conclusion 

The Project is compatible with the Airport Master Plan and the FAA-approved ALP, both of which 
designate the Project site for general aviation facilities. The Project would comply with all relevant 
FAA safety policies and, therefore, would be compatible with the operation of the Airport as a major 
air transportation facility. The Project would be compatible with the adjacent land uses. 
 
The Project will not result in any new significant land use impacts and/or land use impacts that are 
substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. 
There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the circumstances 
under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant land use impacts than 
were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant 
Impact] 
 

4.13  Mineral Resources 

4.13.1  Background 

Section 4.12 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR analyzed the impacts of the projects to be constructed 
as part of the Master Plan on mineral resources. The SJC Master Plan EIR noted that the Airport is 
located in Mineral Resource Zone One, which is defined by the State of California as areas where 
adequate information indicates no significant mineral deposits are present or where it is judged that 
little likelihood exists for their presence. There are no known mineral resources located on or 
adjacent to the Airport. 
 

4.13.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The Communications Hill area in central San José is the only area within the City that is designated by 
the State Mining and Geology Board as containing mineral deposits of regional significance. The 
Airport is more than four miles north from the Communications Hill area. Therefore, the Project 
would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and residents of the state. 
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4.13.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not impact mineral resources. The Project will not result in any new significant 
impacts and/or impacts that are substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan 
EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was 
not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there 
are no changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more 
significant impacts on mineral resources than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 
SJC Master Plan EIR: No Impact] 
 

4.14  Noise 

4.14.1  Background 

Section 4.13 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR quantified both the existing and future operational noise 
levels at SJC, the primary source of which is aircraft operations. The SJC Master Plan EIR included a 
discussion of the Airport’s Noise Control Program, components of which include time-of-day 
restrictions (i.e., airport curfew), designated noise abatement flight tracks, restrictions on engine run-
ups, and an acoustical treatment program. The noise analysis in the SJC Master Plan EIR determined 
that, when compared to the existing conditions at the time (2018), increases in aircraft-related noise 
levels under the Airport Master Plan Project in year 2037 would not exceed the thresholds of 
significance. This conclusion was based on the fact that, despite a projected 21% increase in the 
number of annual aircraft operations in 2037 as compared to 2018, the additional noise associated 
with an increase in the number of aircraft operations is largely being offset by the phaseout over time 
of older noisier aircraft with newer aircraft with quieter engines. 
 
Construction-generated noise was also determined in the SJC Master Plan EIR to be a less-than-
significant impact because there are no sensitive noise receptors (e.g., residences and schools) 
located within 500 feet of any of the improvement projects that would be constructed under the 
Airport Master Plan. 
 

4.14.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

Per Section 4.1 of this Addendum, the additional based aircraft and associated aircraft operations are 
within the projected increase in annual aircraft operations assumed in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. 
Therefore, aircraft noise that would result from the proposed Project is accounted for in the noise 
analyses contained in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR (Section 4.13.3.4). 
 
While construction of the hangar expansion and parking lot improvements will utilize heavy 
equipment that can generate substantial noise, such temporary impacts will not be significant as 
there are no sensitive noise receptors (e.g., residences, schools, etc.) nearby. The closest residence is 
located more than one-half mile from the site. Further, the Project will implement the following 
standard measures, as applicable, to minimize noise impacts during construction: 
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• Construction activities within 500 feet of residences and 200 feet of commercial uses shall be 

limited to the hours between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM, Monday through Friday, unless 
permission is granted with a development permit or other planning approval. No construction 
activities are permitted on the weekends at sites within 500 feet of a residence. (Municipal 
Code Section 20.100.450) 

• Limit noise-producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells, to safety warning 
purposes only. 

• Equip all internal combustion engine-driven equipment with intake and exhaust mufflers that 
are in good condition and appropriate for the equipment. 

• Unnecessary idling of internal combustion engines shall be strictly prohibited. 
• Locate stationary noise-generating equipment such as air compressors or portable power 

generators as far as possible from sensitive receptors as feasible. If they must be located near 
receptors, adequate muffling (with enclosures where feasible and appropriate) shall be used 
to reduce noise levels at the adjacent sensitive receptors. Any enclosure openings or venting 
shall face away from sensitive receptors. 

• Utilize “quiet” air compressors and other stationary noise sources where technology exists. 
• Construction staging areas shall be established at locations that will create the greatest 

distance between the construction-related noise sources and noise-sensitive receptors 
nearest the project site during all project construction. 

• Control noise from construction workers’ radios to a point where they are not audible at 
existing residences bordering the project site. 

• Designate a “disturbance coordinator” who would be responsible for responding to any 
complaints about construction noise. The disturbance coordinator will determine the cause 
of the noise complaint (e.g., bad muffler, etc.) and will require that reasonable measures be 
implemented to correct the problem. Conspicuously post a telephone number for the 
disturbance coordinator at the construction site and include in it the notice sent to neighbors 
regarding the construction schedule. 

 

4.14.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant noise impacts and/or noise impacts that are 
substantially different from those described in the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant noise 
impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-
Significant Impact] 
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4.15  Population and Housing 

4.15.1  Background 

Section 4.14 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR analyzed the population and housing impacts of the 
projects in the Airport Master Plan. The SJC Master Plan EIR disclosed that the implementation of the 
Airport Master Plan would not add new land uses or population in the city. The projects listed in the 
Airport Master Plan would serve the City’s existing and planned population growth, as well as 
increased air passenger demand due to growth within Silicon Valley. As a result, implementation of 
the Airport Master Plan would not induce substantial unplanned population growth, either directly 
or indirectly. 
 

4.15.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The expanded hangar would allow for an existing business to serve a greater portion of the demand 
for general aviation services at SJC. The Project will not impact existing housing and will not displace 
any residents. The Project would not add new land uses or population to the City. 
 

4.15.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant population and housing impacts and/or impacts that 
are substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant population 
and housing impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: 
Less-than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.16  Public Services 

4.16.1  Background 

The 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR noted that SJC is served by on-Airport fire/rescue and police facilities. 
The SJC Master Plan EIR determined that the implementation of the Airport Master Plan would not 
result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, the need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any public services. 
 

4.16.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

Similar to all of the facilities at SJC, the Project would be served by the San José Police Department 
from its on-Airport station. Due to its proximity, response times would meet standards. Similarly, the 
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San José Fire Department would serve the Project from on-Airport Fire Station #20, which is located 
approximately 2,000 feet to the south. Response times would comply with the applicable City and 
FAA standards. 
 

4.16.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant public services impacts and/or public services impacts 
that are substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant public 
services impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-
than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.17  Recreation 

4.17.1  Background 

The 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR determined that implementation of the Airport Master Plan would not 
increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities. It also 
found that implementation of the Airport Master Plan would not include recreational facilities or 
require the construction of expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical 
effect on the environment. 
 

4.17.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The Project is limited to the expansion of an existing general aviation hangar and ancillary facilities at 
SJC. Unlike residential land uses, that type of facility would not result in an increased use of parks or 
trails. Therefore, there would be no need for the construction of new recreational facilities to meet 
an increase in demand. 
 

4.17.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant recreation impacts and/or recreation impacts that 
are substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is 
required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the 
circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant recreation 
impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: No Impact] 
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4.18  Transportation 

4.18.1  Background 

Section 4.17 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR described the effect of the projected growth of SJC on 
the transportation network. The analysis calculated vehicle-miles-traveled (VMT) and concluded that 
there would be a decrease in VMT from the existing conditions at the time (2018) to year 2037 
conditions. The analysis also determined that the impacts of the Airport Master Plan would be 
consistent with the transportation policies of the Envision San José 2040 General Plan. 
 

4.18.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

The proposed hangar expansion will result in additional vehicle trips and aircraft operations related 
to general aviation at SJC. As described in Section 4.1 of this Addendum, the increased activity 
associated with the Project is within the projected VMT for Airport operations assumed in the 2020 
SJC Master Plan EIR. Specifically, the Airport’s total VMT accounts for trips made under both existing 
(2018) and projected/future (2037) conditions by all Airport users including air passengers, 
employees, air cargo, and general aviation, with the Project falling within the general aviation 
category. As noted above, the comparison between existing and future conditions shows a projected 
decrease in VMT. 
 

4.18.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant transportation impacts and/or transportation 
impacts that are substantially different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new 
mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not known 
and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no 
changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result in more 
significant transportation impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC 
Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.19  Tribal Cultural Resources 

4.19.1  Background 

Section 4.18 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR disclosed that SJC has been the subject of extensive 
cultural resources surveys since 1980, including 237 subsurface test trenches located across the 
Airport. The surveys, as well as archaeological monitoring of previous construction projects at the 
Airport since 1980 have not unearthed any tribal cultural resources, and no known tribal cultural 
resources are present on-the Airport. 
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4.19.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

As stated above, there are no known tribal cultural resources at SJC. Per Figure 8 of this Addendum, 
the Project site is not located within an archaeologically sensitive area. Therefore, the Project is not 
anticipated to impact such resources. In the event that any tribal cultural resources are found during 
construction, development would be ceased, and mitigation measures listed in Section 4.6.2, Cultural 
Resources, of this Addendum would be followed. 
 

4.19.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not significantly impact tribal cultural resources. The Project will not result in any new 
significant impacts and/or impacts that are substantially different from those described in the SJC 
Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial 
importance which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable 
diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken 
that would result in more significant impacts on tribal cultural resources than were previously 
analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.20  Utilities and Service Systems 

4.20.1  Background 

Section 4.20 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR described the existing utilities and service systems at 
SJC, as well as the impacts of the Airport Master Plan on those resources. Based on the analyses 
undertaken by the City, the EIR concluded that implementation of the Airport Master Plan would not 
require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment 
or stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which would cause significant environmental effects. The SJC Master 
Plan EIR also determined that sufficient water supplies are available to serve the Airport and 
reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years. Lastly, the SJC 
Master Plan EIR determined that existing infrastructure has the capacity to accommodate both the 
wastewater and solid waste to be generated by the growth in activity at SJC under the Airport Master 
Plan. 
 

4.20.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

Expansion of aviation services at the Project site will result in incremental increases in water usage, 
utilities, wastewater, and solid waste. This is consistent with the Airport Master Plan that designates 
the site for general aviation and the expanded hangar’s operations will not exceed the level assumed 
in the EIR’s analyses. As stated in the previous section, such increases will not require expanded 
infrastructure. 
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4.20.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant utilities and service systems impacts and/or impacts 
to utilities and service systems that are substantially different from those described in the SJC Master 
Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no new information of substantial importance which 
was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, 
there are no changes to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would result 
in more significant utilities and service systems impacts than were previously analyzed. [Same 
Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: Less-than-Significant Impact] 
 

4.21  Wildfire 

4.21.1  Background 

Section 4.20 of the 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR noted that the Airport is located within an urban 
environment classified as a Non-Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and is not located in or near 
state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones. The closest 
locations with risk of wildland fires are the rural and largely open space lands of the foothills of the 
Diablo Range, approximately five miles to the east. 
 

4.21.2  Project Impacts in Relation to 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR 

As stated above, the Airport is within an urban environment and is not located in or near state 
responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones. Further, there are no 
aspects of the Project that would potentially exacerbate wildfire risks. Specifically, the Project does 
not include new high voltage power lines and/or the severing of existing access routes. Therefore, 
the Project would not result in any significant impacts related to wildfires. 
 

4.21.3  Conclusion 

The Project will not result in any new significant wildfire impacts and/or impacts that are substantially 
different from those described in the SJC Master Plan EIR. No new mitigation is required. There is no 
new information of substantial importance which was not known and could not have been known 
with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Finally, there are no changes to the circumstances under 
which the Project is undertaken that would result in more significant wildfire impacts than were 
previously analyzed. [Same Conclusion as 2020 SJC Master Plan EIR: No Impact] 
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Section 5.0  Conclusion 
 
The City has evaluated the environmental effects of the Project in this Addendum. Based upon the 
factual information contained in the above analyses, the City has reached the following conclusion: 
 
Approval of the Project described in Section 3 will not have any significant environmental impacts not 
previously disclosed in the SJC Master Plan EIR, nor changes with respect to the circumstances under 
which the Project is undertaken, that would indicate that the Project's impacts will be any greater 
than those previously analyzed. No new mitigation is required. Therefore, no subsequent or 
supplemental EIR is warranted or required. 
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