






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From: TJ Basa <basa.tiffany@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 17, 2025 11:07 PM 
To: Baylands <baylands@brisbaneca.org> 
Subject: Brisbane Baylands 

Dear City Council Members: 

The Baylands represents a once-in-a-generation chance to restore and reconnect rare 
coastal habitats in the Northern Peninsula.  

As a resident of San Francisco's south side and a frequent visitor to Brisbane, I implore you 
to use this rare opportunity to strengthen the local ecosystem and protect wildlife by: 

• Using 100% locally native plants in restoration.
• Enforcing wildlife corridor design guidelines with crossings and fencing modifications.
• Mandating bird-safe building standards.
• Requiring Dark Sky-compliant lighting everywhere.
• Prohibiting artificial turf fields.
• Establishing a stewardship and maintenance fund for at least 20 years.
• Including monitoring with public reporting and adaptive management.

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

Tiffany J. Basa 
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1 to approve 6.5 million square feet of office building

2 and only 2,200 units of housing and consider that a

3 sustainable approach to development?  So I don't think I

4 have to say much more.  I think that's -- that's our

5 basic point.

6    And again, Brisbane is not alone, but I -- it

7 just continues, continues, and every -- you know,

8 everything we see in the paper, everything in the state

9 and so on is housing shortages, housing balance, housing

10 this, housing that.  And the first thing the City do is

11 build far more commercial than they do housing, and the

12 jobs/housing balance goes out the window.  That doesn't

13 even include the -- what we call the jobs/housing fit,

14 which means that the people that have the jobs in the

15 new development can afford the housing that's in -- in

16 the area and vice versa.  So there's a lot of issues

17 there.  So anyway, thank you for listening to me.

18  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Thank you.

19  Anyone else?

20  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Yes.  Next we have

21 Jordan.

22  Go ahead, Jordan.

23    JORDAN GRIMES:  Thank you.  Good evening,

24 commissioners.  My name is Jordan Grimes, and I'm the

25 state and regional resilience manager with Greenbelt

PC-DC-1
cont.
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1 Alliance, an environmental organization working

2 throughout the nine-county Bay Area on open space

3 protection, climate resilience, and sustainable land use

4 policy since 1958.

5    Infield development and brownfields restoration

6 is critical to ensuring we move to more sustainable

7 patterns of development, away from exorbitant sprawl and

8 the dev- -- and the destruction of natural and working

9 lands.

10    We're excited about the Baylands project in

11 this regard, not only for the badly needed new housing

12 it will provide here on the peninsula but for the model

13 it has the potential to set for other projects.  But

14 after thumbing through the several thousand pages of the

15 EIR -- I admittedly skimmed, didn't really -- didn't

16 read all 2000-plus pages -- we do share a number of

17 significant concerns with the proposed mitigations.  The

18 first is the proposed building height restrictions,

19 which would cap building heights to 12 stories

20 throughout the project and 80 feet for residential

21 development in order to maintain views of scenic

22 resources.

23    Um, first things first, density is an

24 environmental benefit and not an environmental harm.

25 And these frankly arbitrary limits would force density

PC-JG-1
cont.
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1 to be redistributed in ways that make the neighborhood

2 more expensive and less walkable.  It undermines the

3 thoughtful tier design that places higher-density

4 housing near the Bayshore CalTrain station and

5 lower-density homes close to central Brisbane.

6    Speaking of environmental harm, the

7 recommendation to widen Geneva Avenue to six lanes would

8 undoubtedly contribute to it.  Major roadways like this

9 will induce significant demand, encourage car usage, and

10 create significant BMT and GHG emissions.  It will

11 needlessly drive up project costs and contradicts the

12 project's clear emphasis on transit access and

13 multimodal connectivity.

14    And then finally, the suggestions of the

15 project pursa- -- purchase greenhouse gas offset

16 credits, which are, um, frankly very expensive, was

17 surprising and, um, was very curious to understand why

18 that would be attached to an infill housing project like

19 this.  The Baylands is already a model for climate smart

20 planning, and environmental benefits and additional

21 offet- -- offsets don't really make sense and risk

22 making the project financially infeasible.

23    Note, lastly, I'll just say, the project not

24 only creates badly new infill housing but remediates

25 80 acres -- but remediates hundreds of acres of

PC-JG-3
cont.
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1 contaminated land, provides 80 acres of revitalized

2 wetlands, provides natural habitat restoration, um, in

3 areas like Icehouse Hill, um, and a lot more.  So the

4 environmental benefits of this project to us are really

5 unmatched, um, and we encourage the City to really

6 review, um, and reconsider some of these proposed

7 mitigations.  Thank you.

8  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Thank you.

9  More, Jeremiah?

10  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  I have no more with

11 entries.

12  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Okay.  Thank you.

13  Um, does anyone want to speak that's here?

14 Okay.

15    Okay.  Well, then, um, the Commission thanks

16 everyone for their input tonight.  I just want to remind

17 folks that the comment period will run through

18 September 2nd at 5:00 p.m., so if anyone would like to

19 submit written comments, they can do so by mail or

20 e-mailing the City at Baylands@brisbane.ca.org.

21    More information on the project, the draft EIR,

22 and how to comment on the draft EIR can be found on the

23 City's website.  All comments that have been submitted

24 will be responded to in the final DE -- the final EIR.

25  The final EIR will be reviewed at future public

PC-JG-6
cont.
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1 hearings along with projects planning entitlement

2 applications.  To be notified of future meetings, you

3 can sign up for either notifications on the City's

4 website or write your, um, e-mail address down on the

5 signing -- sign-up sheet in the foyer.  Thank you.

6    Okay.  We'll now move to the consent calendar.

7 If there is any member of the public who would like to

8 pull an item from the consent calendar, please raise

9 your hand or call in.

10  Jeremiah, can you set a 30-second timer?

11  Do any of the commissioners want to remove an

12 item.  No?

13  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  Ten seconds.  All

14 right.  Ten seconds has elapsed.  No --

15  (Overlapping voices.)

16  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Okay.  We have a motion to

17 adopt the consent calendar?

18  COMMISSIONER PATEL:  So moved.

19  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Second.

20  COMMISSIONER FUNKE:  Second.  Second.

21  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Those in favor?

22  (Simultaneous speaking.)

23  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Okay.  Motion is unanimous.

24    Next is oral communications.  If anyone wishes

25 to address the Commission concerning items not on the
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1 agenda, please, um, raise your hand or call in.

2  Jeremiah, can you set a one-minute timer?

3  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  20 seconds.

4  60 seconds has elapsed.  No one has raised

5 their hand.

6  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Okay.  Thank you.

7    Next is written communications.  I don't

8 believe we have any.

9  Okay.  Old business, we have none.

10  Next is items initiated by staff.

11  UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  None this evening.

12  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Okay.  And finally, items

13 initiated by the commission.

14    Is there anything any commissioners would like

15 to address?

16    Okay.  I have something.  Um, I would -- just

17 want to follow up with staff.  At the last meeting on

18 May 8th, we asked if staff could agendize two matters.

19  Can you give us a status on that, John?

20    COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR SWIECKI:  We'll

21 agendize the one regarding the northeast ridge for the

22 July 10th meeting.  Um, maybe refresh me on the other

23 one, what the other one was?

24  CHAIR SAYASANE:  It was concerning -- the

25 commission had a question about, um, penalties and our
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1 role where there's code violations.

2  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR SWIECKI:  Oh,

3 okay.  We can agendize that for the 10th as well.

4  CHAIR SAYASANE:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.

5    Um, well, then that concludes our meeting for

6 tonight, and we will adjourn until the next meeting of

7 July 10, 2025.

8  (End of recording.)
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