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GTS #: 04-SCL-2022-01574 
GTS ID: 26970 
Co/Rt/Pm: SCL/237/6.596 

 
John Davidson, Principal Planner 
City of Santa Clara 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
 

Re: Tasman East Specific Plan Amendment +1500 units ─ Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (SEIR) 

Dear John Davidson: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the Tasman East Specific Plan Amendment +1500 
units project. The Local Development Review (LDR) Program reviews land use projects 
and plans to ensure consistency with our mission and state planning priorities. The 
following comments are based on our review of the August 2026 Draft SEIR.  

Please note this correspondence does not indicate an official position or approval by 
Caltrans on this project. 

Project Understanding 
The proposed project would modify the existing 2018 Tasman East Specific Plan to 
accommodate up to 1,500 additional dwelling units, approximately 20,000 square feet 
of additional retail, 20,000 square feet of co-working space, and a 10,000 square foot 
day care. State Route (SR) 237 and US 101, Caltrans right-of-way (ROW), provide 
access to the project location. 

Transportation Analysis 
The freeway on-ramp analysis presented in the Transportation Analysis (Appendix D) 
shows that the project would increase SR 237 on-ramp queues beyond the available 
storage capacity. Queues extending from ramps onto local streets or the freeway 
raise safety and operational concerns for Caltrans. Please evaluate the extent of the 
spillback and identify potential improvements to address overcapacity concerns.  
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Any ramp closures must comply with the applicable Caltrans Lane Requirement 
Charts. Please see Section 12-4.02C(3) in Caltrans Standard Specifications (link).  

Hydrology 
Please ensure that any increase in storm water runoff to State Drainage Systems or 
Facilities be treated, contained on project site, and metered to preconstruction levels. 
Any floodplain impacts must be documented and mitigated.  
 
Construction-Related Impacts 

Project work that requires movement of oversized or excessive load vehicles on State 
roadways requires a transportation permit that is issued by Caltrans. To apply, please 
visit Caltrans Transportation Permits (link). 

Prior to construction, coordination may be required with Caltrans to develop a 
Transportation Management Plan (link) to reduce construction traffic impacts to the 
State Transportation Network (STN). 

Equitable Access 
If any Caltrans facilities are impacted by the project, those facilities must meet 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards after project completion. As well, the 
project must maintain bicycle and pedestrian access during construction. These 
access considerations support Caltrans’ equity mission to provide a safe, sustainable, 
and equitable transportation network for all users.  
 
Encroachment Permit 
Please be advised that any temporary or permanent work including traffic control that 
encroaches in, under, or over any portion of the State highway ROW requires a 
Caltrans-issued encroachment permit.  
 
The Office of Encroachment Permits requires 100% complete design plans and 
supporting documents to review and circulate the permit application package. 
Project plans within State ROW must clearly show the State ROW line for the whole 
plan limits along with all existing roadway features (lane lines, edge of pavement, 
curbs, existing signage, trees and utility poles, etc.). Please ensure that proposed work 
within Caltrans ROW conforms with the latest versions of the Caltrans Highway Design 
Manual (link) and Caltrans Standard Plans and Specifications (link).  
 
The review and approval of encroachment projects is managed through the 
Encroachment Permits Office Process (EPOP) or the Project Delivery Quality 
Management Assessment Process (QMAP), depending on project scope, complexity, 
and completeness of the application. Please use the following resources to determine 
the appropriate review process: 
 

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/2025_stdspecs.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/transportation-permits
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/tmp
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/manual-highway-design-manual-hdm
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/2025-ccs-standard-plans-and-standard-specifications
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- TR-0416 Applicant’s Checklist (link)  
 

- Caltrans Encroachment Projects Processes – Information Video (link) 
 

- Flowchart, Figure 1.2 in Section 108, Overview of the Encroachment Review 
Process, of Chapter 100 – The Permit Function, Caltrans Encroachment Permit 
Manual (link) 

 

The permit approval typically takes less than 60 days, but may take longer depending 
on the project scope, size, complexity, completeness, compliance with applicable 
laws, standards, policies, and quality of the permit package submitted. Projects 
requiring exceptions to design standards, exceptions to encroachment policies, 
maintenance agreements, or external agency approvals may need more time to 
process. 
 
To obtain more information and download the permit application, please visit Caltrans 
Encroachment Permits (link).  
 
Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. Should 
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Curtis Dong, Associate 
Transportation Planner via LDR-D4@dot.ca.gov. For future early coordination 
opportunities or project referrals, please visit Caltrans LDR website (link) or contact LDR-
D4@dot.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
YUNSHENG LUO 
Branch Chief, Local Development Review 
Office of Regional and Community Planning 

c:  State Clearinghouse 
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