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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Wes Pringle, P.E., Los Angeles Department of Transportation  
  
FROM: Patrick A. Gibson, P.E., PTOE 
 Emily Wong, P.E. 

DATE: October 14, 2020 

RE: Loading Dock Access Review for the 
 Sunset & Western Project 
 Hollywood, California Ref: J1475 
 
 
This memorandum presents a review of the proposed loading dock for the Sunset & Western 
Project (Project) located at 5420 Sunset Boulevard in the Hollywood community of the City of 
Los Angeles (City). The Project’s site access and circulation plan was evaluated in CEQA 
Thresholds Analysis for the Sunset & Western Mixed-Use Development Project (Gibson 
Transportation Consulting, Inc. [GTC], June 2020) and was reviewed and approved by the 
Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) in Inter-Departmental Correspondence: 
Updated Transportation Impact Assessment for the Sunset/Western Mixed-Use Development 
Located at 5420 West Sunset Boulevard (ENV-2017-1084-EIR/ZA-2017-MCUP-SPP-SPR) 
(August 27, 2020). GTC also previously analyzed the Project’s potential operational 
constraints based on the level of service (LOS) methodology in Transportation Impact Study 
for the Sunset/Western Mixed-Use Development (March 2018) and Transportation 
Assessment for the Revised Sunset & Western Project, Hollywood, California (GTC, March 
30, 2020).  
 
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
The Project would include 735 apartment units with 95,000 square feet (sf) of neighborhood-
serving commercial uses. The neighborhood-serving commercial uses would consist of a 
69,000 sf supermarket and 26,000 sf of shopping center (retail and restaurant) uses. An 
existing grocery store and fast-food restaurant on the property would be removed as part of 
the Project. Therefore, the Project would propose a net reduction of 5,800 sf of commercial 
space.  
 
Parking for the Project would be distributed throughout the Project Site within two 
subterranean parking levels and an at-grade parking level. Access to the parking facilities 
would be provided via driveways located along Serrano Avenue, Sunset Boulevard, and 
Western Avenue. In addition, truck access to the retail/supermarket loading dock would be 
provided along Serrano Avenue.  
 
The conceptual Project site plan is provided in Figure 1. 
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LOADING DOCK REVIEW 
 
Truck access to the retail/supermarket loading dock would be provided via two driveways, one 
ingress-only and one egress-only, to be located along the west side of Serrano Avenue south 
of Sunset Boulevard. The loading dock would require the construction of two new curb cuts 
along Serrano Avenue. The driveways would be designed in accordance with Section 321 of 
LADOT’s Manual of Policies and Procedures (December 2008). The ingress driveway would 
be located approximately 60 feet south of the signalized intersection of Serrano Avenue & 
Sunset Boulevard and the egress driveway would be located approximately 40 feet north of 
the Project’s proposed commercial driveway. The loading dock driveways would be separated 
by approximately 75 feet.  
 
The design and the location of the loading dock driveways on Serrano Avenue was the subject 
of a workshop with LADOT staff. Several alternatives were discussed and the design 
presented in Figure 1 was selected to minimize the potential impact on adjacent pedestrian 
and traffic flow.  LADOT approved the driveway design. 
 
Residential and nursing home uses are provided along Serrano Avenue south of the Project 
Site, and the roadway width narrows by approximately 10 feet. Therefore, the loading dock 
driveways would accommodate southbound right-turn only ingress maneuvers and left-turn 
only egress maneuvers back to Sunset Boulevard to limit truck-related traffic and congestion 
in the adjacent neighborhood. 
 
Adequate pedestrian refuge area would be provided between the two loading dock driveways. 
The loading dock driveways would provide adequate sight distance for entering and exiting 
trucks to increase safety for to pedestrians/bicyclists along Serrano Avenue. To minimize 
potential vehicle-pedestrian/bicycle conflicts, the Project would employ a dock manager to 
facilitate safe truck access to/from the loading dock and public right-of-way. In addition, the 
truck deliveries would typically occur outside of the commuter peak hours to further limit 
potential constraints to operations of the adjacent roadways.  
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Project’s loading dock driveways would be designed in consideration of the adjacent 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic along Serrano Avenue. In addition, the Project would provide 
a loading dock manager to further facilitate safe truck access to/from the  loading dock and 
public right-of-way. Therefore, the Project’s proposed loading dock would not result in 
significant vehicle-pedestrian conflicts.  
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