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Notice of Determination

To:
Office of Planning and Research
For U.S. Mail:

P.O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Street Address:

1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

From:

Department of Fish and Wildlife
North Central Region

1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
Contact: Dylan Wood

Phone: (916) 358-2384

Lead Agency

Sites Project Authority
P.O. Box 517

Maxwell, CA 95955
Contact: Alicia Forsythe
Phone: (530) 438-2309

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section

21108

State Clearinghouse Number: 2001112009

Project Title: Sites Reservoir Project (California Endangered Species Act (CESA) Incidental

Take Permit No. 2081-2022-006-02 (ITP))

Project Location: The Sites Reservoir Project (Project) generally includes the inundation area
of Antelope Valley (between 13,200 and 12,600 acres) in Glenn and Colusa counties located
approximately 10 miles west of the town of Maxwell, and construction Project components
located in Tehama County, Glenn County, Colusa County, and Yolo County.

Project Description: The Project consists of the construction of a new off-stream surface water
reservoir with a capacity of approximately 1.3-1.5 million acre-feet. The Project will use existing
infrastructures to divert unappropriated flow from the Sacramento River at Red Bluff and
Hamilton City and convey the water to a new off-stream reservoir west of the community of
Maxwell, California. New and existing facilities will move water into and out of the reservoir, with
ultimate release back to the Sacramento River system via existing canals and a new pipeline
located near Dunnigan, California. The Project will require modifications to the Glenn-Colusa
Irrigation District system and the Tehama-Colusa Canal to move water into and out of the
reservoir. Water conveyance between Sites Reservoir and the canals and Dunnigan pipeline will
be facilitated by an existing and one new regulating reservoir and two new associated
pumping/generating plants. New electrical substations will connect the pumping/generating
facilities and their associated electrical switchyards to an existing overhead power line. Three
new recreation areas will also be constructed around the new Sites Reservoir. New roads will be
constructed to provide access to Project facilities and recreation areas, and some existing roads
will be relocated or improved. Construction of Sites Reservoir will also necessitate construction
of a bridge or bypass road to connect Maxwell with the community of Lodoga.

The Project is expected to result in incidental take of giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas),
Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), and Crotch’s
bumblebee (Bombus crotchii) which are designated as a threatened species under CESA. The
Project will result in impacts up to 37 acres of giant garter snake habitat, including temporary
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impacts up to 17 acres and permanent impacts up to 20 acres of giant garter snake habitat. The
Project will result in impacts up to 14,526 acres of Swainson’s hawk habitat, including temporary
impacts up to 1,235 acres and permanent impacts up to 13,291 acres. The Project will result in
impacts up to 4,515 acres of tricolored blackbird habitat, including temporary impacts up to 360
acres and permanent impacts up to 4,155 acres. The Project will result in impacts up to 15,086
acres of Crotch’s bumble bee habitat, including temporary impacts up to 1,218 acres and
permanent impacts up to 13,868 acres.

The ITP referenced above, as issued by CDFW, authorizes incidental take of species listed
under CESA that may occur as a result of Project implementation.

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, approved the above-described
Project on the date signed below and made the following determinations regarding the Project:

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is
limited to effects within CDFW'’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency.

2. CDFW considered the environmental impact report prepared by the Lead Agency for this
project pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f).

Mitigation measures were made a condition of CDFW’s approval of the project.

A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was adopted by CDFW for this project.

A statement of overriding considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project.
Findings were made by CDFW pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15091.

ook w

The final environmental impact report prepared for the project is available to the general public
at the office location listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW’s administrative record of
proceedings related to the incidental take permit is available to the public for review at CDFW’s
regional office.

DocuSigned by:
Marpon. kilgpwr
Signature: C3ABGTB4COADAFS... Date: 10/22/2024
Morgan Kilgour, Regional Manager
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