State of California — The Resources Agency
& DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND INTENT TO ADOPT
SUPPLEMENT 04 TO FINAL MITIGATED DECLARATION
BIG RIVER WATERSHED RESTORATION - PROPOSITION 40 — RIVER
PARKWAYS GRANT PROJECT

Date: March 19, 2025

California State Parks (CSP) has directed the preparation of and intends to adopt a
Supplement to a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed project, in compliance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA Guidelines.
CSP is the lead agency for the proposed project under CEQA.

PROJECT LOCATION: Big River Unit
Mendocino Headlands State Park, Mendocino County

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT:

ORIGINAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Big River Watershed Restoration — Proposition 40 — River Parkways Grant Project
Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration, 2006. SCH 2006072012

The California Department of Recreation (DPR) proposes to correct erosion and
sedimentation problems, improve stream crossings along roads, remove logging roads
that contribute sediment to Big River and tributaries, convert roads to trails, restore
pre- disturbance hydrologic processes, delineate parking areas, construct a restroom
building, and improve public information within the Big River unit of Mendocino
Headlands State Park.

SUPPLEMENT 04:

Supplement 04 discloses newly proposed project areas that are within the scope of the
original Big River Watershed Restoration Proposition 40- River Parkways Grant Project-
Mitigated Negative Declaration’s (MND), SCH#2006072012; the Glenbrook Gulch and
M-9 Spur Decommissioning Projects. During the original submittal, the Big River
acquisition was new to the Mendocino Headlands State Park and the original scope was
limited due to funding, staffing and immediate needs. Follow up road assessments have
found high priority and maintenance sites requiring work to prevent sedimentation to Big
River and Albion River, restore watershed and wildlife functions and allow for critical
ingress and egress into the park. All additional sites included in this Supplement are
consistent with the purpose and objectives of the original MND by replacing failing
crossings, restoring historic topography, revegetating and decommissioning former
logging roads, and reducing sedimentation to Big River and Albion River.

Glenbrook Gulch Addition includes:
e Twelve (12) sub-project sites scattered throughout the unit;
e Upgrade one (1) section of the failing A1.0 road, primary access to the Glenbrook
Gulch sub watershed, with appropriate road structures to convey 100-year flood
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flow while reducing erosion and sedimentation to Albion River;

e Decommission eight (8) sections of the A6.0 road and spurs;

e Decommission three (3) sections of the A7.0 road,;

e Restore10 stream crossings within the A6.0 and A7.0 roads to historic channel
alignment and gradient.

The M9 Spur Road Decommissioning Addition includes:

e Twenty-one (21) sub-project sites along the M9 road and 5 legacy logging skid
roads;

e Maintain the M9 roadbed due to necessary access for personnel and emergency
vehicles;

e Replace one (1) culvert, per original MND, on the M9 road to convey 100-year
flows;

e Decommission twenty (20) sections of the 5 legacy logging skid roads;

e Restore 15 stream crossings to historic channel alignment/grade via removal of
culverts, road fill, and upslope sediment;

e re-contour to historic geography;

e re-vegetate to reduce surface water run-off and sedimentation.

All prior mitigation measures, best management practices, permitting requirements,
monitoring, and maintenance activities, as specified in the original MND, continue to
apply for the entirety of the Project, including the additional sites described in the
Supplement.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: Supplement 04 to the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration is being circulated for public review and comment beginning March 19,
2025. The comment period will end on April 19, 2025. Questions regarding the project
should be directed to Terra Fuller at 12301 North Highway 1- Box 1, Mendocino, CA
95460 or by email at Terra.Fuller@parks.ca.gov.

Your views and comments on this project are welcomed. Written comments should be
submitted no later than April 19, 2025, to the following address:

California State Parks
Mendocino District
12301 North Highway 1 — Box 1
Mendocino, CA 95460

Copies of the Supplemental 04 to the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration may be
reviewed at the following locations during normal business hours:

California Department of Parks & Recreation
Mendocino District Headquarters
12301 North Highway 1
Mendocino, CA 95460

California State Parks website https://www.parks.ca.qgov/?page id=981

CEQAnNnet Web Portal https://ceqanet.opr.ca.qov/
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