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SCH#2018121014

Mr. John Forsythe

California Public Utilities Commission
300 Capitol Mall, Suite 418
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Forsythe:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the TL674A
Reconfiguration and TL666D Removal Project located near Interstate 5 (I-5) and for the
response to Caltrans comment letter dated January 7, 2019. The mission of Caltrans is
to provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to enhance
California’s economy and livability. The Local Development-Intergovernmental Review
(LD-IGR) Program reviews land use projects and plans to ensure consistency with our
mission and state planning priorities.

Caltrans has the following comments:

It is requested that on Page 5.1-26 Lines 21 and 22 “Though such views are expected
to be during nighttime hours, and would be temporary and thus likely only visible to a
limited number of observers because Caltrans would schedule a temporary closure of
the affected portion I-5 to safely complete the work.” be clarified to make the statement
that Caltrans is not doing the reconfiguration and removal work. The following
statement is recommended:

“Though such views are expected to be during nighttime hours, and would be temporary
and thus likely only visible to a limited number of observers. SDG&E, to safely
complete the work, would request from Caltrans a temporary closure of the affected
portion of [-5.”

Right-of-Way

Any work performed within Caltrans' right-of-way (R/W) will require discretionary
review and approval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit will be required
for any work within the Caltrans’ R/W prior to construction. As part of the

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability"
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encroachment permit process, the applicant must provide an approved final
environmental document including the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) determination addressing any environmental impacts with the Caltrans’
R/W, and any corresponding technical studies. Please highlights the following
that occur within the Caltrans’ R/W: specific environmental impacts (depth of
trench), mitigation elements that could impact, and any resource agency permits
that would be required.

Please see Chapter 600 of the Encroachment Permits Manual for requirements
regarding utilities and state R/W: http://www.dot.ca.qov/trafficops/ep/manual.html

Please see Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Manual for requirements regarding
utilities and state R/W: http://www.dot.ca.gov/design/cadd/manuals/ppm.him|

If you have any questions, please contact Kimberly Dodson, of the Caltrans
Development Review Branch, at (619) 688-2510 or by e-mail sent to
kimberly.dodson@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely, 7 i
llelra e e LA

MELINA PEREIRA, Acting Branch Chief
Local Development and Intergovernmental Review Branch

Enclosure
Response to Caltrans comment letter dated January 7, 2019

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California's economy and livability™



2

TLET4A RECONFIGURATION AND TL.BG6D REMOVAL PROJECT
7.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

Comment Letter C
California Department of Transportation
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TL674A Reconfiguration and TL66GD Removal Project
SCH#2018121014

Mr, John Forsythe

California Public Utilities Commmission
300 Capitol Mall, Buite 418
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear M. Forsythe:

Thank you for inchuding the Califoraia Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review progess for the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the TLE7T4A
Reconfiguration and TLEGGD Removal Projoct locnted near Interstate 5 (1-5), The mission of
Caltrans is 10 provide a safe, sustainable, inlegrated and efficient ransporiation gystem to
enhance Califorsia’s economy and livability. The Local Development-Intergovernmental
Review (LD-IGR) Program reviews land use projects and plaus to ensure conststency with our
mission and stete planning priorities,

Cultrans has the following comments:

Hydrology and Dl‘nll:ﬁge Stuwiies

Plense ses attuched the deniunge as-builts for the Via de Ja Valle work in the Caltvans Right-of-

Way (R/W) (Appendix J Map 2 of 13 in the IS-MND Report.} The typlcal trench section for the -1
69-kV Duct Bank (pg. 4-14) shows the depth as “Per Spen.” Plense review the attached drainage
culvert as-builty to determine how close the proposed work is to the cross eulverts under Viade

In Vale.

Nelse mid Huoznrdous Waste nnd Alr

A health and safety plan for fead and ashestos, PCB, prepared by a Certified Industrial Hygienist | ©-2
(CIH) shall be provided by the contiactor, including ltems in 8 CA of Begs §1532.1. Itshall be
implemented for all workers handling the soil, ashestos containing material, PCB within the R/W
and dispose of them in secordance with all applicable environmental regulations.

I any import borrow takes plece, it shall be abtained from un established commercial sourse .3
(and deftned as “Clean Soil”) or has o total lead concentration at or below §0mgfke.

“Providy g s, susoiable, integroicd aud eialenr rrensporiaton svstem
To ouhyicy Colifernie s vegienty and fvabiffy "

FINAL ISIMND 712 MARCH 2019
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FINAL ESIMND

M. Jolm Forsythe
January 7, 2019
Page 2

lechrical System

Please sec the aftoched As Builts For the existing Caltrans” Electrical System at Via De La Valle,
The attached As Builis may nol cover all existing electrical facilities. Because of ihiy the
Contractor will need to reference the Subsurfiace Locator as w work item prior to excavating in
Via De La Velle to identify the existing Caltrans’ undesground fueilities.

Please also codtact the Calteans. Electrical Malotonance staff prior te work en this praject.

Trenflle Contral Plan/Hauling

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrang) has discretionary authority with respect
{0 highways under is jurisdiction and may, wpon application snd if good cause appesrs, issue 8
special permit to operate or move a vehicle or coibination of vehicles or specint mobile
cquipment of a size or weight of vehicle or load exceeding the magimum limitations specified in
the Califormia Vehicle Code The Caltrans Transportation Pesmits Issuance Branel is responsible
for the issuahee of these special transportation germits for oversize/overwaight vehiclos on the
State Highway System. Additional information is provided onfine at:
hetpy/iwww dot.ca soviiratticops/permits/index. i)

A Praffic Control Plan will need to be submitted to Caltrans Distrdet L, including the
interchanges at Interstate 5/Via de la Valle, at least 30 days pror o the sturl of any construction,
Traffie shall not be uareasomably delayed, The plan shatl also outline suggested detours o use
during closures, inpluding routes and signage,

Potential impacts to the highway facilities (Interstate 5) and waveling public from the detour,
demolition and pther construction activities should be discussed and addressed before work
beging.

Right-of-Way

The ongoing Caltrans -3 North Coast Corridor (1.5 NCC) project along 1-3 is in the avea of this
projects. Any work rear the construction zone may require coordination. with the Calteans
construetion contractor,

California Public Utilities Comumission shall prepare and submit to Caltrans closure plans os part
of the encroachtment permit application. The plans shall require that closure or partial closwre of
[-5 be limited to times as to crente the loast possible inconveniones to the traveling public and
that signage be posted prior to the closure to alerl drivers of the closure in accordance with
Caltrans requirements. “Traffic shall not be untcasonably delayed, The plan shall also outling
suggested defours to use during the elosures, traffic, including routes and signage.

“Providy a safe, ststatable, nregrated and offieient iransporition systeni
10 enfuinci Calljiriia’s eeanomy and Hvabilior™
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FINAL ESIMND

Mr. John Forsythe
January 7, 2019
Poge 3

The Highway Closure Ilan, o8 part of the encroachment permit, should be submitted to
Ceitrans at lewst 30 days prior o initiating ustallation of the crossings. No work shall c-8
begin in Caltrans' R/W unti] an encronshment permit is approved.

Any work performed within Caltrans' RAW will require diseretionary review und
spproval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit will be required for any work within c-9
the Caltrans’ R/W prior to construction, As part of the encroachment permit process, the
applicant must provide an approved final envirormental document including the
California Environmental Quality Aot {CEQA) determination addressing any
environmental impacts with the Caltrans’ R/W, and any corresponding technical studies,
Please highlights the following that occur within the Caltrans’ R/W: specific
environnental impacts (depth of trench), mitigation clements thm conld impact, and iy
resource agency pertuits thal would be Teuired.

Pluaise sce Chapter 600 of the Encroachment Permits Manval for reguiremens regarding urilitivs
and stte R/W: hillpyfwivw.dot.ca.soviimfficops/epimanual him| (e [

Plense see Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Menual for requirements regerding wilitics and
state AW htlpe/ivesew dot. o zov/desian/caddrmanuals/ppm, htm!

If'you have any questions, plense contact Kimberty Dodson, of the Culirans Development
Review Braneh, ai (619) 688-2510 or by e-mail sent to kimberly.dodson@dot.ca.gov,

JAGOR ARMSTRONG, Branch Chief
Ldeal Development and Intergovernmental Review Branch

Altachmenls;

Appendix Ji Detailed Project Components Maps
As-Built for Existing Calrany” Electrical System at Via De La Valle

Provde o sufe, stntuivable: integrnted anid efffcian iransprtation sy
10 enliemcs Colifaramia s econnmy ail bl

7-14 MARCH 2019
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Appendix J
Detailed Project Componenis Maps

FINAL [S/IMND ' 715 MARGH 2019
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Response to Comment Letter C
California Department of Transportation

C-1

C-2

C.3

FINAL 1S/MND

The commenter requests that the applicant review attached drainage as-built drawings for the Via
de la Valle work in the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans} right-of-way (ROW)
to determine the proximity of the proposed work to the cross culverts under Via de la Valle.

The letter containing the attached drainzge as-built drawings has been forwarded to the
applicant. These drawings would be considered when determining how close the proposed
work would be to the cross culverts under Via de la Vaile during the final engineering design
phase of the project.

The commenter requests that a health and safety plan for lead, asbestos, and polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs), prepared by a Certified Industrial Hygienist, be provided by the coniractor,
including items in 8 California Code of Regulations §1532.1. The health and safety plan would be
implemented for all workers handling soil, asbestos-containing material, and PCBs within the
ROW, and would direct workers to dispose of them in accordance with all applicable regulations.

Section 5.8 discusses hazards and hazardous materials. According to the applicant,
management practices documented in SDG&T’s “Best Management Practices Manual for
Water Quality Construction,” (BMP Manual; Appendix F} would be imptementéd dufing
construction to reduce potential impacts from hazardous materials,

In addition to implementing BMPs, the applicant would comply with all applicable
regulations pertaining to the management of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes,
Remaoval or relocation of utility lines with components suspected to contain asbestos may
require notification to the San Diego Air Pollution Control District (SDAPCD), an asbestos
survey conducted by a Certified Asbestos Inspector, and proper removal and disposal
techniques (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 40 Code of Federal
Regulations 61, Subpart M), The CPUC expects the applicant to adhere to all applicable laws
and regulations, implement the applicant’s BMP Manual, and conduct Safety and
Environmental Awareness Program training, Furthermore, MM HAZ-1 requires the applicant
to prepare a Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Plan, which shall be implemented
during construction to prevent the release of hazardous materials and hazardous waste. Refer
to Draft IS/MND pages 5.8-18 and 5.8-19 to see the full mitigation measure.

The commenter requests that if any import borrow takes place, it shall be obtained from an
established commercial source (and defined as “Clean Soil”) or have a total lead concentration at
or below 80 milligrams per kilogram.,

As part of the proposed project, the applicant proposes to backfill holes and trenches with
excavated soils as necessary. Should contaminated soil be encountered during trenching
activities, the applicant would sample in place, test, profile, and transport the material to an
appropriately permitted disposal facility in accordance with all federal, state, and local laws

7-25 MARCH 2019
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C-5

and regulations. If any import borrow takes place, the CPUC expects the applicant to comply
with applicable state and municipal codes and regulations, including Heelth and Safety Code
Section 57008, to adhere to the California Human Health Screening Level for lead and lead
compounds in soil.

The commenter requests that the applicant review attached as-built drawings for the existing
Caltrans’ electrical system at Via de la Valle. However, the commenter indicates that the as-built
drawings may not cover all existing electrical facilities, so they also request that the contractor
reference the subsurface locator as a work item prior to excavating in Via de la Valle to identify
the existing Caltrans underground facilities and contact the Caltrans electrical maintenance staff
prior to starting work for the proposed project.

The letter containing attached as-built drawings for the existing electrical system at Via de la
Valle has been forwarded to the applicant. Since the as-built drawings may not cover all
existing electrical facilities, the Contractor will reference the Subsurface Locator as a work
item prior to excavating in Via de la Valle, in order to identify the existing Caltrans
underground facilities, and contact the Caltrans électrical maiitenance staff prior to starting
work for the project,

The commenter indicates that Caltrans has discrefionary autherity with respect to highways under
its jurisdiction and may, upon application and if good cause appeats, isstie a special permit to
operate or move a vehicle, combination of vehicles, or special mobile equipment whose size
and/or weight (including load) exceeds the maximum limitations specified in the California
Vehicle Code. In addition, the commenter requests that a traffic control plan be submitted to
Caltrans District 11, including the interchange at Interstate 5 (1-5)/Via de la Valle, at least 30 days
prior to start of any construction. This plan would include suggested detours to use during
closures, including routes and signage.

Impacts associated with construction traffic are addressed in Section 5.16, “Traffic and
Transportation,” Draft IS/MND page 5.16-6, Table 5.16.1, outlines relevant transportation
policies and regulations, such as the need for the applicant to “obtain an encroachment permit
for all proposed activities refated to the placement of encroachment within, under, or over
state highway right-of-way, The applicant must also obtain a special permii to operate a
vehicle or combination of vehicles with special mobile equipment of a size or weight of
vehicle or load exceeding the maximum limitations on state highways.” The CPUC expects
the applicant to comply with applicable state and municipal codes and regulations.
Furthermore, the sentence beginning on Draft IS/MND page 5.16-14, line 22, states that
“Crossing I-5 would be conducted pursuant to Caltrans’ approved methods, which could
include traffic control, guard structures, netting, or any combination of these methods; these
approved methods would be outlined within the encroachment permit issued by Caltrans for
all highway crossings,” Therefore, a Traffic Control Plan (TCP) would be submitted to
Caltrans District 11, including the interchanges at 1-5/Via de la Valle, at least 30 days prior to
the start of any construction. The TCP would comprise outlining suggested detours to use
during closures, including routes and signage, '

FINAL ISIMND 7-26 MARGH 2019
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C-6  The commenter requests that the IS/MND discuss and address potential impacts to I-5 and
traveling public from detours, demolition, and other construction activities.

See response to Comment C-5. The proposed project would not involve demolition activities.
Potential impacts from the proposed construction activities have been properly analyzed
using criteria outlined in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, as discussed in Section 3.16,
“Traffic and Transportation™ of the Draft IS/MND. Furthermore, the applicant would acquire
encroachment permits and road crossing approvals, if required, and would meet the
requirements of these authorizations, including implementation of a TCP that would outline
detours, including routes and signage.

C-7  The commenter indicates that the ongoing Caltrans I-5 North Coast Corridor project along I-5 15
in the area of the proposed project. Further, any work near the construction zone may require
coordination with the Caltrans construction contractor. The commenter also states that the CPUC
shall prepare and submit to Caltrans closure plans as part of the encroachment permit application.
The plans shall require that closure or partial closure of I-5 be limited to times that would create
the least possible inconvenience to the traveling public and that signage be posted prior to the
closure in accordance with Caltrans requirements. In addition, the plans shall also outling
suggested detours during the closures, including routes and signage.

See response to Comment C-5. Draft ES/MND Section 5.19, “Mandatory Findings,” page
5.19-3, Table 5.19-1, lists the foreseeable projects considered in conjunction with the
proposed project in the analysis of cumulative impacts. The I-5/State Route 56 Interchange
Project (part of the I-5 North Coast Corsidor Project) was one of the projects identified to be
approved but not funded and has an estimated completion date of 2025, Since this foreseeable
project has an unknown timeline, it tnay or may not overlap with the proposed project. Thus,
the CPUC concurs that any work near the construction zone may require coordination with
the Caltrans construction contractor to minimize a potential cumulative impact to traffic,
Furthermore, as indicated in the Draft IS/MND, the applicant would acquire encroachment
permits and road crossing approvals, if required, and would implement the requirements of
these authorizations, including implementation of a traffic control ptan that would outline
closures and detours, including routes and signage.

C-8  The commenter indicates that the Highway Closure Plan, as part of the encroachment permit,
should be submitted to Calirans at Teast 30 days prior to initiating installation of the crossings. No
work shall begin in Caltrans’ ROW until an encroachment permit is approved.

FiNAL ISIMND

See response to Comment C-5. The CPUC concurs that as part of the encroachment permit,
the Highway Closure Plan should be submitted to Caltrans at least 30 days prior to initiating
instaliation of the crossings. The sentence beginning on Draft IS/MND page 5.16-14, line 22,
states that “Crossing 1-5 would be conducted pursuant to Caltrans” approved methods, which
could include traffic control, guard structures, netting, or any combination of these methods;
these approved methods would be outlined within the encroachment permit issued by

727 MarcH 2019
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Caltrans for all highway crossings.” Therefore, the CPUC expects the applicant to adhere to
Caltrans’ procedure and recommendations of submitting a Highway Closure Plan to Calirans
District 11, as part of the encroachment permit,

C-9  The commenter indicates that any work performed within the Caltrans ROW would require
discretionary review and approval by Calirans, and an encroachment permit would be required for
any work within the Caltrans ROW prior to construction, In addition, as part of the encroachment
permit process, the applicant must provide an approved final environmental document including
the CEQA determination addressing any environmental impacts within the Caltrans ROW, and
any corresponding technicat studies. The commenter requests that the IS/MND highlight all of the
following that occur within the Caltrans ROW: specific environmental impacts (depth of trench),
potential impacts of the proposed project, and any resource agency permits that would be required
to be involved.

The CPUC concurs that any work performed within the Caltrans ROW would require
discretionary review and approval by Caltrans and that an encroachment permit would be
required for any work within the Caltrans’ ROW prior to construction. Prior to construction,
the CPUC expects the applicant to obtain a Caltrans encroachment permit pursuant to
Caltrans’ approved methods, which could include traffic control, guard structures, netting, or
any combination of these methods; these approved methods would be outlined within the
encreachment permit issued by Caltrans for all work within the Calirans ROW.

The CPUC prepared the MND to comply with the requirement of CEQA. Pursuant to CEQA,
including Public Resources Code Section 21064.5 and 21082.2, the CPUC prepared the IS to
determine whether significant adverse effects on the environment would result from
implementation of the proposed project. The IS used the significance criteria outlined in
Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines as a basis for analysis. Potential impacts from the
proposed project have been fully disclosed in the IS, which was used to suppott the MND,
Furthermore, the Draft IS/MND, page 4-7, Table 4-1 identifies the permits that the lead and
responsible agencies may require of the applicant in order to implement the proposed project.

C-10  The commenter recommends that the applicant see Chapter 600 of the Encroachment Permit
Manual Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Manual for requirements regarding utilities and state
ROW,

FiNaL ISIMND

Comment noted. The letfer containing the references to Chapter 600 of the Encroachment
Permit Manual Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Manual for requirements regarding utilities
and state ROW has been forwarded to the applicant. The CPUC expects the applicant to
comply with applicable state and municipal codes and regulations, including the requirements
regarding utilities and state ROW.

128 MARCH 2010







