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Photo 8. Ruffled lining from CAGN 01 nest indicates successful fledging. 

 

Photo 9. Three CAGN eggs in the CAGN 03 nest, in a lemonadeberry. 
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Del Mar Reconfiguration Project - 2017 CAGN Survey Results Observed Vertebrate Wildlife Species List 

Cities of San Diego and Del Mar, California		
	
	 	

 
AVES BIRDS 

ACCIPITRIDAE Hawks & Eagles 
Buteo jamaicensis red-tailed hawk 
Buteo lineatus red-shouldered hawk 
Circus cyaneus northern harrier 
AEGITHALIDAE Long-tailed Tits 
Psaltriparus minimus bushtit 
ALCEDINIDAE River Kingfishers 
Megaceryle alcyon belted kingfisher 
ANATIDAE Ducks, Geese & Swans 
Anas discors blue-winged teal 
Anas platyrhynchos mallard 
Anas strepara gadwall 
APODIDAE Swifts 
Aeronautes saxatalis white-throated swift 
ARDEIDAE Egrets & Herons 
Ardea alba great egret 
Ardea herodias great blue heron 
Butorides virescens green heron 
Egretta thula snowy egret 
Nycticorax nycticorax black-crowned night heron 
BOMBYCILLIDAE Waxwings 
Bombycilla cedrorum cedar waxwing 
CARDINALIDAE Cardinals & allies 
Passerina amoena lazuli bunting 
Passerina caerulea blue grosbeak 
Pheucticus melanocephalus black-headed grosbeak 
CHARADRIIDAE Plovers, Dotterels & Lapwings 
Charadrius vociferans killdeer 
COLUMBIDAE Pigeons & Doves 
* Columba livia rock pigeon 
* Streptopelia decaocto Eurasian collared-dove 
Zenaida macroura mourning dove 
CORVIDAE Crows & Jays 
Aphelocoma californica obscura Belding’s scrub jay 
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow 
Corvus corax common raven 
EMBERIZIDAE Sparrows & allies 
Aimophila ruficeps canescens Southern California rufous-crowned sparrow 
Melospiza melodia song sparrow 
Melozone crissalis California towhee 
Pipilo maculatus spotted towhee 
Zonotrichia leucophrys white-crowned sparrow 
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FALCONIDAE Falcons 
Falco sparverius American kestrel 
HIRUNDINIDAE Swallows 
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota cliff swallow 
Stelgidopteryx serripennis northern rough-winged swallow 
Tachycineta thalassina violet-green swallow 
FRINGILLIDAE Finches & allies 
Haemorhous mexicanus house finch 
Spinus psaltria lesser goldfinch 
ICTERIDAE New World Blackbirds, Orioles & allies 
Agelaius phoeniceus red-winged blackbird 
Icterus cucullatus hooded oriole 
Molothrus ater brown-headed cowbird 
LARIDAE Gulls, Terns & Skimmers 
Hydroprogne caspia Caspian tern 
Larus delawarensis ring-billed gull 
Larus occidentalis western gull 
MIMIDAE Mockingbirds & Thrashers 
Mimus polyglottos northern mockingbird 
Toxostoma redivivum California thrasher 
ODONTOPHORIDAE New World Quails 
Callipepla californica  California quail 
PANDIONIDAE Ospreys 
Pandion haliaetus osprey 
PARULIDAE Wood Warblers & relatives 
Cardellina pusilla Wilson’s warbler 
Geothlypis trichas common yellowthroat 
Oreothlypis celata orange-crowned warbler 
Setophaga coronata yellow-rumped warbler 
Setophaga nigrescens black-throated gray warbler 
Setophaga occidentalis hermit warbler 
Setophaga townsendi Townsend’s warbler 
PASSERIDAE Old World Sparrows 
*Passer domesticus house sparrow 
PELECANIDAE Pelicans 
Pelecanus occidentalis californicus California brown pelican 
PHALACROCORACIDADE Cormorants 
Phalacrocorax auritus double-crested cormorant 
PICIDAE Woodpeckers & allies 
Colaptes auratus northern flicker 
Picoides nuttallii Nuttall’s woodpecker 
PODICIPEDIDAE Grebes 
Podilymbus podiceps  pied-billed grebe 
POLIOPTILIDAE Gnatcatchers 
Polioptila caerulea blue-gray gnatcatcher 
Polioptila californica californica coastal California gnatcatcher 
RALLIDAE Rails & allies 
Fulica americana American coot 
SCOLOPACIDAE Wading Shorebirds 
Tringa melanoleuca greater yellowlegs 
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STURNIDAE Starlings & allies 
* Sturnus vulgaris  European starling 
SYLVIIDAE True Warblers & Parrotbills 
Chamaea fasciata wrentit 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE Ibises & Spoonbills 
Plegadis chihi white-faced ibis 
TROCHILIDAE Hummingbirds 
Calypte anna Anna’s hummingbird 
Calypte costae Costa’s hummingbird 
Selasphorus sasin Allen’s hummingbird 
TROGLODYTIDAE Wrens 
Cistothorus palustris clarkae Clark’s marsh wren 
Thryomanes bewickii Bewick’s wren 
Troglodytes aedon house wren 
TURDIDAE Thrushes & allies 
Catharus guttatus hermit thrush 
TYRANNIDAE Tyrant Flycatchers 
Empidonax difficilis Pacific-slope flycatcher 
Myiarchus cinerascens ash-throated flycatcher 
Sayornis nigricans black phoebe 
Sayornis saya Say’s phoebe 
Tyrannus vociferans Cassin’s kingbird  
VIREONIDAE Vireos 
Vireo gilvus warbling vireo 
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REPTILIA REPTILES 
ANGUIDAE Alligator Lizards & allies 
Elgaria multicarinata webbii San Diego alligator lizard 
COLUBRIDAE Constrictors 
Coluber lateralis lateralis California striped racer 
Lampropeltis californiae California kingsnake 
PHRYNOSOMATIDAE Zebra-tailed, Earless, Fringe-toed, Spiny, Tree, 

Side-blotched & Horned lizards 
Sceloporus occidentalis longipes Great Basin fence lizard 
Uta stansburiana elegans western side-blotched lizard 
TEIIDAE Whiptails & Racerunners 
Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri San Diegan tiger whiptail 

 
 

MAMMALIA MAMMALS 
CANIDAE Foxes, Wolves & allies 
Canis latrans coyote 
* Canis lupus familiaris domestic dog 
Urocyon cinereoargenteus gray fox 
CERVIDAE Deer 
Odocoileus hemionus fuliginatus southern mule deer 
CRICETIDAE New World Rats and Mice & allies 
Neotoma fuscipes dusky-footed woodrat 
DIDELPHIDAE Opossums 
Didelphis virginiana Virginia opossum 
FELIDAE Cats 
Lynx rufus bobcat 
GEOMYIDAE Gophers 
Thomomys bottae Botta’s pocket gopher 
LEPORIDAE Rabbits & Hares 
Sylvilagus audobonii desert cottontail 
PROCYONIDAE Raccoons & allies 
Procyon lotor raccoon 
SCIURIDAE Squirrels 
Otospermophilus beecheyi California ground squirrel 

  * Non-native species 
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1927 Fifth Avenue  2033 East Grant Road 2027 Preisker Lane, Ste. G 
San Diego, CA 92101 Tucson, AZ 85719 Santa Maria, CA 93454 
P 619.308.9333  P 520.325.9977  P 619.308.9333 
F 619.308.9334  F 520.293.3051 F 619.308.9334 
www.reconenvironmental.com 
 

 

An Employee-Owned Company 

 

October 7, 2014 

Mr. Robert Fletcher 
Environmental Specialist-Biologist 
San Diego Gas & Electric 
8315 Century Park Court 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Reference: Focused Pacific Pocket Mouse Survey Report for the Reconfigure TL 674A at Del Mar 
and Remove from Service TL 666D Project (RECON Number 7203.1) 

Dear Mr. Fletcher: 

The following describes the results of a focused survey for Pacific pocket mouse (Perognathus 
longimembris pacificus), a species listed as endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and identified as a narrow endemic species under San Diego Gas & Electric’s (SDG&E) 
Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP). The survey was conducted for the Reconfigure 
Tie Line (TL) 674A at Del Mar and Remove from Service TL 666D SDG&E project to search for 
the presence of Pacific pocket mouse sign within areas supporting potentially suitable habitat and 
determine the need for further directed searches for the species.  

Project Background 

An initial biological constraints study was conducted by RECON in October 2013 (RECON 2013; 
see “Biological Constraints Study Area” on Figure 1). As part of the constraints study, areas 
supporting the general vegetation, physical, and geographic characteristics of potential Pacific 
pocket mouse habitat were mapped. These areas are shown as “Suitable Habitat for Pacific 
Pocket Mouse” on Figure 1. 

Survey Methods 

The focused survey for Pacific pocket mouse was conducted by Paul Fromer (RECON USFWS 
Permit Number TE-797665) on June 17, 2014, between 0900 and 1330. The survey was 
conducted on foot under a clear sky with light breezes. The survey focused on areas where 
suitable Pacific pocket mouse habitat overlaps with areas of potential project-related ground 
disturbance (e.g., stringing sites, staging areas, guard structures, and pole replacement sites). 
These areas are collectively shown as the “Focused Pacific Pocket Mouse Survey Area” on 
Figure 1. Due to the addition of potential project sites after completion of the constraints study, 
some areas outside what was originally identified as potentially suitable habitat were included in 
this focused survey area. All areas within the “Focused Pacific Pocket Mouse Survey Area” were 
visited on foot, thoroughly examined for small-mammal sign, and evaluated for the presence of the 
specific habitat characteristics described for Pacific pocket mouse. 

In addition, all areas identified as suitable habitat during the constraints study (see “Suitable 
Habitat for Pacific Pocket Mouse” on Figure 1) were revisited and assessed for habitat suitability 
and presence of sign.  
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Species Background  

As described in the final rule listing the species (Federal Register 59 FR 49752, 9/29/1994), this 
small rodent is an obligate resident of river and marine alluvium and coastal sage scrub plant 
communities in the immediate vicinity of the coast. The Pacific pocket mouse’s preferred habitat is 
described in the final rule as open coastal sage scrub on fine, sandy soil within two miles of the 
coast and below 600 feet above mean sea level. Two pocket mouse species that may co-occur 
with Pacific pocket mouse are San Diego pocket mouse (Chaetodipus fallax fallax) and Dulzura 
pocket mouse (Chaetodipus californicus femoralis). 

Although the Pacific pocket mouse formerly occurred at a minimum of eight general locales 
encompassing some 29 sites from Los Angeles County to San Diego County, at the time of listing 
the only known, confirmed extant population occurred at the Dana Point Headlands in Orange 
County, California. In San Diego County, the Pacific pocket mouse historically was confirmed at 
three general locales: the San Onofre area, the Santa Margarita River Estuary, and the lower 
Tijuana River Valley. There has not been a confirmed Pacific pocket mouse record at these 
locales or elsewhere in San Diego County south of Camp Pendleton since 1932. 

Survey Results  

The survey results are presented in Table 1, listed by Figure 1 map number and adjacent project 
component. Small-mammal activity was noted at many of the sites, and possible pocket mouse 
burrows were identified at several sites. However, no pocket mouse scat was observed, and none 
of the burrows were of the small size that would be expected for the small-bodied Pacific pocket 
mouse. Along with the lack of recent confirmed presence of populations of the species, this would 
indicate that the probability of occurrence of Pacific pocket mouse in areas potentially affected by 
activities of the proposed project is very low. Trapping is not recommended. 

Please contact Brenna Ogg at (619) 308-9333 or bogg@reconenvironmental.com should you 
have any questions. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Paul Fromer 
Principal Biologist 

 
Brenna Ogg 
Senior Biologist 

BAO:jg 

 

Reference 

RECON Environmental, Inc. (RECON) 
 2013 Biological Constraints Study for the Reconfigure TL 674A at Del Mar and Remove 

from Service TL 666D Project (RECON Number 7203-1). October 24.   
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TABLE 1 
SUMMARY OF FOCUSED PACIFIC POCKET MOUSE SURVEY RESULTS 

 

Figure 1 
Map No. 

Project 
Component 

Habitat Suitability 
for PPM in Vicinity 

Adjacent to or Within Project Site 

Potential for 
Occurrence 

of PPM 

Habitat 
Suitability 
for PPM 

Small 
Mammal 
Burrows/ 

Sign 

Potential 
Pocket 
Mouse 
Sign 

1 Z12323 low (1) very low no no very low 
1 Z119809 low (1) very low no no very low 
1 Z12322 low (1) very low no no very low 
1 U108923 low (1) very low no no very low 
4 U108920 very low (1, 2, 3, 5) very low yes no very low 
4 Z12313 very low (1, 2, 3, 5) very low yes no very low 
7 Z12303 very low (1, 2, 3) very low yes no very low 

8 Z90296 low (1, 2, 3) very low yes 
possible 
burrow very low 

8 Z90295 low (1, 2, 3) very low yes no very low 
8 Z90710 low (1, 2, 3) very low no no very low 

11 Z90287 low (1, 3, 4) very low yes 
possible 
burrow very low 

11 Z90286 low (1, 3, 4) very low no no very low 

11 Z33135 very low (1, 3, 4) very low yes 
possible 
burrow very low 

11 
SS adjacent 
to Z33135 very low (1, 3, 4) very low yes no very low 

11 

Previous SS 
adjacent to 
Z33135 very low (1, 3, 4) very low yes no very low 

11/12 Z90283 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 
12 Z90282 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 
12 Z90281 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 
12 Z90280 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 

 
SS11 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 

 
SS12 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 

13 Z95792 low (3, 4) very low yes no very low 
14 Z95787 very low (1, 2, 3) very low yes no very low 
16 Z90265 low (1, 4) very low yes no very low 
17 Z90234 low (1, 4, 5) very low yes no very low 
17 Z90263 low (1, 4, 5) very low yes no very low 
17 Z90262 low (1, 4, 5) very low yes no very low 
18 Z90261 low (1, 4) very low yes no very low 
18 Z90260 low (1, 4) very low no no very low 
18 Z90259 very low (1, 2, 3) very low no no very low 
19 Z90257 very low (1, 2, 3) very low yes no very low 

19 

Near guard 
structures 
adjacent to 
Carmel Valley 
Road very low (1, 2, 3) very low no no very low 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
SUMMARY OF FOCUSED PACIFIC POCKET MOUSE SURVEY RESULTS 

 

Figure 1 
Map No. 

Project 
Component 

Habitat Suitability 
for PPM in Vicinity 

Adjacent to or Within Project Site 

Potential for 
Occurrence 

of PPM 

Habitat 
Suitability 
for PPM 

Small 
Mammal 
Burrows/ 

Sign 

Potential 
Pocket 
Mouse 
Sign 

19 Z90256 very low (1, 2, 3) very low yes no very low 

21 

Staging area 
adjacent to 
Sorrento 
Valley Road low (1, 3) very low yes no very low 

22, 23 

Near SS, 
adjacent to 
Sorrento 
Valley Road very low (1, 3, 4) very low no no very low 

23 Z191296 very low (1, 2) very low no no very low 

27 

Staging area 
adjacent to El 
Camino Real very low (1, 2, 3) very low yes no very low 

PPM = Pacific pocket mouse; SS = Stringing site;  
1Habitat suitability factors: 1 = disturbance; 2 = small, isolated patch; 3 = thick grass/herbaceous cover; 4 = 
dense shrub overstory; 5 = tree overstory. 
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