California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

TO: County of Alameda FROM: Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Office of the Clerk-Recorder 375 Beale Street, Suite 600
1106 Madison St. San Francisco, CA 94105
Oakland, CA 94607
SUBJECT: FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION PURSUANT TO PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE SECTION

21152(a) AND CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15075.

PROJECT TITLE: Radius Recycling dba Schnitzer Steel Products Company — Schnitzer Stormwater
Improvement Project, State Clearinghouse #2014112038 - Issuance of Permit to Operate for
Two Regenerative Thermal Oxidizers and Two Packed Bed Scrubbers. (Air District Application
30009).

Public Agency Approving Project (Lead Agency): Port of Oakland; Contact Person: Anne M. Whittington,
Environmental Planning Supervisor, 530 Water Street, Oakland, CA94607-3798; Telephone: 510-
627-1559, Email: awhittington@portoakland.com

Public Agency (Responsible Agency) Approving Project (Issuance of Permit to Operate): Bay Area Air Quality
Management District (Air District), 375 Beale Street, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94105; Davis
Zhu, Senior Air Quality Engineer, (415) 749-4743, Email: dzhu@baagmd.gov

Project Applicant and Entity Carrying Out Project: Radius Recycling dba Schnitzer Steel Products Company
(Schnitzer).

Project Applicant Mailing Address: 1101 Embarcadero West, Oakland, CA 94607.

Project Applicant Contact Person: Pamela Gray, Senior Environmental Manager, Radius Recycling dba Schnitzer
Steel Products Company, 1101 Embarcadero West, Oakland, CA 94607; Telephone: 510-912-
7576, Email: pgray@rdus.com

Project Location: 1101 Embarcadero West, Oakland, Alameda County, CA 94607; Nearest Cross Street: Market
Street.

Date of Approval by Lead Agency: January 6, 2015.
Date of Approval at Issue by Responsible Agency: July 17, 2025.

Project Description:

Schnitzer installed new Regenerative Thermal Oxidizers (RTOs) and Packed Bed Scrubbers (collectively,
“abatement equipment”) in April 2022 to abate emissions from an existing Metal Shredder. Startup emissions
testing revealed that the feedstock Schnitzer processes in the Metal Shredder contains nitrogen compounds,
which generate oxides of nitrogen (NOx) when emissions from the Metal Shredder are abated in the RTOs.
These NOx emissions were not anticipated when the Air District issued the Authority to Construct for the
abatement equipment. The Air District is imposing additional NOx emission limits in the Permit to Operate to
ensure that these feedstock-generated NOx emissions comply with Air District regulations. In addition, startup
testing found three toxic air contaminants (TAC) to be above action levels, triggering an updated health risk
assessment (HRA). The Air District issued a draft of its proposed changes to the permit conditions for public
comment, along with a draft of Permit to Operate Addendum to the Engineering Evaluation Report for the
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project, in September of 2024. After having considered all the public comments received, the Air District has
finalized its proposal and issued a Permit to Operate for the new abatement equipment (with certain revisions
to address points raised in the comments). The Permit to Operate will require the continued use of the
abatement equipment going forward and will make permanent the significant emissions reductions being
achieved by the abatement equipment. The Permit to Operate incorporates changes to the permit conditions
as initially issued in the Authority to Construct in 2021, including revisions to the emissions limits to ensure
compliance with Air District regulations and other adjustments to improve monitoring, recordkeeping and
compliance. All these changes are described in detail in this Addendum to the original Engineering Evaluation
Report prepared for the Authority to Construct (available at
https://www.baagmd.gov/~/media/files/engineering/public-notices/2024/30009/an30009-permit-to-operate-
addendum_signed-pdf.pdf?rev=c1d55c6d58ec4e9ba0d70365c40be852&sc_lang=en).

Notice of Determination:

The Port of Oakland prepared and adopted an Initial Study/Negative Declaration (Negative Declaration) for the
Schnitzer Stormwater Improvement Project. The Negative Declaration found that the project would have no
potentially significant environmental impacts. Subsequently, Schnitzer proposed to install the abatement
equipment to reduce VOC emissions from the Metal Shredder. In September 2020, a “Second Addendum to
Schnitzer’s Stormwater Improvement Project Initial Study/Negative Declaration” (Second Addendum) was
prepared to analyze these changes. The Second Addendum concluded that installing the abatement equipment
would not cause any potentially significant environmental impacts and would improve air quality. In 2021, the
Air District reviewed and considered these environmental documents and independently reached the same
conclusion as the Second Addendum.

In light of the unexpected NOx emissions from the RTOs and evaluation of site-specific TAC emissions, the Air
District has considered whether there is a need for any new CEQA environmental analysis under CEQA Section
21166. The Air District has determined that the changes do not result in any new, significant impacts. Additional
permit conditions will ensure NOx emissions from the RTOs will not exceed Air District regulations. These limits
will also ensure that NOx emissions do not exceed the Air District’s CEQA threshold of significance for NOx (see
Air District CEQA Guidelines, Ch. 2). Additionally, an updated HRA based on measured TAC emissions found that
residual health risks from shredder operations are also below the Air District’s CEQA thresholds of significance
for risks and hazards. And overall, the installation of the abatement equipment results in a beneficial reduction
in risks and hazards at this facility.

The Air District has concluded that there would be no significant environmental impacts, or any substantial
increase in the severity of any previously identified significant impacts as a result of the new information and
changes associated with the feedstock-based NOx emissions and residual TAC emissions. Thus, no subsequent
or supplemental environmental analysis is required under CEQA Section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines Section
15162. As the project will not have any potentially significant impacts, mitigation measures were not required
to avoid or minimize any such impacts. Accordingly, mitigation measures have not been made a condition of
approval (though the Air District will impose conditions to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements);
nor has a mitigation monitoring plan/program been adopted.

The Port’s Negative Declaration documents are available for public review at the Port of Oakland Environmental
Programs and Planning Division office at 530 Water Street, Oakland, CA, 94607. The Air District record of project
approval is available for review at the Air District office at 375 Beale Street, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA, 94105
(Air District Permit Application Number 30009).

W it i ﬁ S 7/23/25

Meredith Bauer, Ph.D. Date
Deputy Executive Officer of Engineering and Compliance
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
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