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1.0 Background 
In April 2014, the San Benito County Water District (District) adopted an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR; State Clearing House No. 2012081028) for the West Hills Water 
Treatment Plant (WHWTP) Project. The 2014 EIR assessed the potential impacts of the 
proposed Project based on a full buildout capacity of 9 million gallons per day (MGD). In 
2017 the WHWTP was constructed with an initial design capacity of 4.5 MGD. In April 
2024, the District adopted a CEQA NOD that found that the phased expansion of the 
WHWTP from 4.5 MGD to 6.75 MGD was covered by the 2014 EIR and did not require 
additional CEQA review. 

The District analyzed the previously permitted WHTP Project footprint against the 
current WTP expansion plans. Several areas of potential disturbance to non-native 
grasslands were identified in the plans. Based on CDFW concerns, these areas have 
been removed from the plan and the new expansion will not affect areas outside of the 
original project footprint. A current planned stockpile location on non-native grassland 
will be removed from the plans and excess soil will be hauled offsite. Figure 1 shows the 
original WHTP Limits of Disturbance superimposed with the current Limits of 
Disturbance. 
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Figure 1. Project Footprint 
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2.0 Purpose of this Addendum 
The purpose of this addendum is to provide specific information related to potential 
habitat disturbance within the WHWTP expansion Project area. It includes the results of 
focused biological and cultural resources surveys that augment past studies and 
provide current resource information. The Limits of Disturbance identified in the 
previous EIR is compared to the current expansion plans to identify whether the 
expansion Project limits of disturbance exceed the extent of previous analysis. 

CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15164 require that a lead agency prepare an 
addendum if some changes or additions to the environmental evaluation of a Project are 
necessary but none of the following occurs: 

1) There are no substantial changes in the Project which require major revisions to 
the environmental document or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects; 

2) There are no substantial changes with respect to the circumstances under which 
the Project is undertaken which require major revisions to the environmental 
document; or 

3) No new information is of substantial importance, which could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time of the environmental 
document adoption, shows any of the following: 

a. The Project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the 
environmental documents, 

b. The Project will result in impacts substantially more severe than those 
disclosed in the EIR, 

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 
would in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects of the Project, but the Project proponent declines to 
adopt it, or 

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives that are considerably different from 
those analyzed in the EIR would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment, but the Project proponent declines 
to adopt it. 
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Figure 3. Cultural Resources Survey Coverage 
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