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Notice of Determination 
September 25, 2024 

CASE Nos. 2007.0039E & 2007.0039ENV-03 
San Antonio Backup Pipeline Project (Town of Sunol Pipeline Project) 

Project Description 

On September 20, 2012, the San Francisco Planning Commission certified the San Anton io Backup Pipeline 
Project Final Environmental Impact Report (final EIR) and the San Francisco Pub lic Utilities Commission (S FPUC) 
subsequently approved the project (Sa n Francisco Plann ing Department fi le number 2007.0039E) The approved 
project ana lyzed in the EIR involves the construction of several new facilities and improvements to : 1) provide 

re liable conveyance capacity for planned and emergency discharges of Hetch Hetchy water out of the SFPUC 
regional wa ter system under future flow conditions, and 2) provide increased operational flexibility and delivery 

reliability during emergencies and planned maintenance activities. The approved project includes, but is not 
limited to, the following: 

• Installation of approximately 1.3 miles of pipeline from Alameda Siphon Number 3 near the San Antonio 
Pump Station, along the west side of Calaveras Road and beneath the San Antonio Creek channel, to a 
new discharge fac ility. 

• Construction of a discharge facility just south of San Antonio Creek. 
• Construction of the Alameda Creek Pump Station, including an electrical contro l building, and transfer 

pipeline. 

• Replacement of a 5,700-foot-long section of 12-inch-d iameter potable water pipeline to the Town of 
Sunol. 

• Relocation of a 1,325-foot-long section of potable water pipeline and 1,400-foot-long section of raw 
water pipeline on the north side of San Antonio Creek. 

The SFPUC proposes to modify the approved project. The modified project (referred to as Town of Sunol 
Pipeline ProJect, case number 2007.0039ENV-03) proposes to replace an approximately 495-foot-long segment of 
the existing 12-inch-diameter water distribution pipeline, which serves as the primary source of potable and 
firefighting water for the un incorporated Town of Suno l. The original pipeline was installed in 1941 and repla ced 
in 1963 with a concrete encased pipe situated below the Arroyo de la Laguna creek bed. Over time, erosion and 
incision of the creek has exposed the pipeline leaving it unsupported and vulnerable to co llapse due to its own 
weight or damage from debris during high-flow events . The purpose of the modified project is to improve the 
safety and reliability of the existing water distribution pipeline to meet SFPUC's objective of providing potab le 
and firefighting water to the Town of Sunol. 

The Town of Sunol water distribution pipeline is a part of the potable water system add ressed in the San Anton io 
Backup Pipeline Project (the a pp roved project) described above. However, the proposed location of the 
modified project is outside the project boundaries of the components previously evaluated in the EIR for the 

approved project. Specifica lly, the EIR addressed replacement of a 5,700-foot-long section of the potable water 
pipeline along the western side of Calavera s Road , whereas the modified project focuses on replacing a different 

portion of this pipeline system at and near its crossing of the Arroyo de la Laguna. 

In the modified project area, the pipeline alignment extends east from the paved parking lot of Sunol Glen 
Elementary School, through the school's track and fie ld facilities, across Arroyo de la La guna, underneath 
Pleasanto n Sunol Road, and then continues to the eastern side of Pleasanton Sunol Road. A portion of the 

modified project would be on land at Sunol Glen Elementary School. 
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Notice of Determination 
September 25 , 2024 

Determination 

CASE Nos. 2007.0039E & 2007.0039ENV-03 
San Antonio Backup Pipeline Project (Town of Sunol Pipeline Project) 

The SFPUC adopted the refined mitigation and mon itoring reporting program and approved the purchase and 

sale agreement and easement deed wi th Sunol Glen Unified Schoo l Distri ct for the modified project (Town of 

Sunol Pipeli ne Project) by Reso lution No. 24-0192 on September 10, 2024. On September 10, 2012, the San 

Francisco Planning Comm ission certified the San Antonio Backup Pipeline Fina l EIR, and th e SFPUC 

subsequent ly approved the project. The project was approved by the SFPUC on September 25, 2012, when no 

appeal of the FEIR was filed . A copy of the document(s) may be examined at San Fra ncisco Planning 

Department, 49 South Va n Ness Avenue, Suite 1400, San Francisco, CA 94103. 

1. An Environmental Impact Report and an addendum have been prepared pursuant to the provisions of 

CEQA. It is available to the public and may be examined at the Planning Department at the above 

address. 

2. A determination has been made that the project in its approved form will have a significant effect on the 

environment 

3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of proJect approval. 

4. A mitigation and monitoring reporting program was adopted for this project 

5. A statement of overriding considerations was adopted for this project 

6. Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

D -~ 
Foi-~r-

Environmentol Review Officer 

cc: Allison Chan, SFPUC 
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