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http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/earthquake_engineering/sdc/documents/2010-11-17_SDC_1.6_Full_Version_OEE_Release.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/earthquake_engineering/sdc/documents/2010-11-17_SDC_1.6_Full_Version_OEE_Release.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/lam/lapm.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/haerguidelines.htm
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Date Received Name Received by: In response to: Comment Saved? Bridge Alternative #? Comments
2/22/2017 Ron/CalFire Phone call NOP Server Project Folder N/A Calfire wanted to insure that a detour would be present whenever the bridge was closed
3/8/2017 Jennifer/CDFW Email NOP Server Project Folder N/A Considerations to include are potential impacts to: bats, flycatcher, frogs & CESA fish
3/9/2017 Ellen Taylor Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder N/A Does not want bridge replaced and wants it to be reinforced and maintained
3/9/2017 Kris Schuster Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder N/A Wants bridge to be named after Ray Etter
3/9/2017 Robert Yosha Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Bridge Alternative 1 - Steel Truss
3/9/2017 Dan Rathbun Email 1 & 2 Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Bridge Alternative 1 - Steel Truss; Would rather keep existing bridge though
3/9/2017 Roxy Kennedy Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1; 2 #1 based on aesthetics, but wants new bridge to safest option, more than aesthetics
3/9/2017 Brianna Owens Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Bridge Alternative 1 - Steel Truss; symbolic to Honeydew
3/9/2017 Claire Trower Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Bridge Alternative 1 - Steel Truss
3/9/2017 Marcia Ehrlich Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 2 Comments regarding seismic and new bridge

3/13/2017 Ken Carpenter Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Bridge Alternative 1 - Steel Truss; Preserve the Oak Tree
3/14/2017 Margaret Fraser Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder N/A Preserve the existing bridge
3/15/2017 Brianna Owens Email #2 Public Meeting* Server Project Folder N/A Preserve the existing bridge
3/15/2017 Corbett Petersen Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Preserve and Rehabilitate the existing bridge
3/15/2017 Peter Marshall Email Public Meeting* Server Project Folder 1 Western pond turtle protection

Public Meeting*  -- Laura Cooskey probably informed these folks via Mattole History website

Honeydew Bridge Replacement Project
Public Comment Tracking Sheet

I I I I I I 







mailto:lanning@nsrnet.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:TSeghetti@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:bmorrison@morrisonstructures.com
mailto:lanning@nsrnet.com
http://www.nsrnet.com/
mailto:abundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us




mailto:ellenetaylor@yahoo.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:lauracooskey@frontiernet.net
mailto:lauracooskie@frontiernet.net
mailto:mattolehistory@frontiernet.net


mailto:sashimisamurai@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


mailto:honeydew@asis.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


mailto:mne145@yahoo.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:drt@uoregon.edu


mailto:bowensphoto@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
http://www.briannaowens.com/


mailto:bowensphoto@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.briannaowens.com&data=01%7C01%7Cabundschuh%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Ca3ece596f42542dbd60608d46bca0bed%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C1&sdata=cPVnB9XZX6KNBCgARxva7mn1FuQrsbGwEkioyvgoZLE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:abundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humboldtgov.org%2FHoneydewBridge&data=01%7C01%7Cabundschuh%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Ca3ece596f42542dbd60608d46bca0bed%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C1&sdata=Gy6JERU0NuGH4RhKJYUyTCEc%2B3Xj8hRZ8x97%2BXQkRDg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:abundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:bowensphoto@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.briannaowens.com%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cabundschuh%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Ca3ece596f42542dbd60608d46bca0bed%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C1&sdata=VGWPGhHdBs3b50kRhlUMPMNo74mTmF0GjsCWDVnG6hk%3D&reserved=0


mailto:hnydew@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:hnydew@gmail.com


mailto:thbun@mac.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:thbun@mac.com


mailto:thbun@mac.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:thbun@mac.com
mailto:thbun@mac.com
mailto:thbun@mac.com


mailto:ryosha@hotmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


mailto:kenwcarp@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Corbett Petersen
To: Bundschuh, Andrew
Subject: Honeydew Bridge replacement
Date: Wednesday, March 15, 2017 5:20:36 PM

Dear Sir,

I'm writing in regards to the Honeydew Bridge replacement project. I must say that I
am disappointed that there seems to be only three options put on the table, rather
than a fourth; rehabilitate the current bridge. The bridge is nearly a century old, and
like nearby Fernbridge, has considerable historical value, is still in continuous daily 
use, and provides a vital link to interior areas of the county. I would much prefer to
see the current structure rehabilitated rather than replaced. However, if it is absolutely
impossible for that to happen, I would prefer that it be replaced with the truss design,
if only for aesthetic "old world charm" reasons. 

The bridge is nearly a century old and in some recent CalTrans documents is eligible
for Landmark registration. I urge the county to consider allowing that to happen and
allow various other groups to ally with the county in an effort to save the bridge. It is
nearly a century old and is a testament to design and strength of other bridges (much
like Fernbridge) throughout the state that have been gone for decades. However
again if it is absolutely impossible to save, being that funding for a new structure is
going to be difficult as one consideration, why not then build a replacement to the
east of the current Honeydew Bridge? Or perhaps allow it to stand, maintenance
permitting, to be used as a pedestrian/bicyclist bridge as others in the country (e.g.
Bridgeville, Avenue of the Giants)? 

Please consider a rehabilitation option for the bridge. There is much history to be
saved here as well as in an unusual way provides a "traffic calming" device, being it is
a single lane thoroughfare. There are a good number of folks that would like to see it
remain, especially those that have had families in the area since the 19th century, like
myself. We'd hate to see it go.

Cordially,

Corbett Petersen
Eureka

mailto:fanbladesaresharp@yahoo.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Peter Marshall
To: Bundschuh, Andrew
Subject: Honeydew Bridge Comments
Date: Wednesday, March 15, 2017 6:08:35 PM

Dear Mr. Bundschuh,,  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the bridge project. 
Alternative #1 (double camelback truss) is preferred due to its mitigation of the cultural
diminishment resulting from the removal of "the old bridge."
Mention of Western Pond Turtle, et al. prompts me to urge utmost care for their survival and
well being during harsher phases of construction such as pile driving/drilling.
Thank you.
Peter Marshall
Honeydew

mailto:petermarshall47@gmail.com
mailto:ABundschuh@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Maraget Fraser
To: Bundschuh, Andrew
Subject: Please preserve the Honeydew Bridge!
Date: Wednesday, March 15, 2017 6:38:51 AM

Hello,

I am a Petrolia resident and residential property owner.  I use the Honeydew Bridge
frequently, and crossing it is always one of my favorite parts of my drive in and out of
the Mattole Valley.

 

I am not in favor of replacing it. The bridge I feel can be saved/restored cheaper
than a replacement.  What is the heavy equipment that can't pass?  If a
vehicle/equipment is really too big to cross the bridge, then it is likely that it is unsafe
for them to drive the many switchbacks between Honeydew and HWY 101.  There
are alternate routes to take.

  

The Honeydew bridge has considerable historical and aesthetic value.  Please
preserve this nostalgic piece of Humboldt County “back country”, and reinforce and
maintain this beautiful old bridge. 

Thank you,

Margaret Fraser  

mailto:mfraser@fuentenueva.org
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Francis Cook 
An Officer and a Gentleman 

Donel! McCanless came along with me to visit 
Francis at his Rio Dell home on December 4, 2015, and 
again a few weeks later. She was invaluable in helping 
to jog his memory and draw out reminiscences. Indeed, 
Donel! practically worked miracles, in that Francis did 
not seem, at first, to be particularly eager to talk. 

Unfortunately, Francis passed away in the Autumn 
of2016 at the age of 92, and is not available to help 
clear up a f ew slightly mysterious passages. Perhaps an 
elder reader will be able to fill in some of the blanks. 

by Laura Cooskey 

Coming into Francis Cook's home feels a bit like 
entering a shrine to the beauty of Humboldt County. 

He has on display a beautiful painting by Bill 
George--a view of Cape Mendocino, from 1970. The 
Georges worked at the Walker Ranch and were good 
friends of the family. Also, there's a pretty painting of 
Freshwater, where his wife, Virginia Coeur Cook, was 
from. Painted by someone named "Palm"-Francis 
doesn't know who that is. He also has a Mattole Valley 
Sammons painting, possibly of Taylor Peak, and a 
couple from the Southwest. And he has an "African fir" 
tree out back, shielding his yard from the freeway. 
Francis, or Francie as he's often called, has lived here in 
Rio Dell for five or six years. 

Daughter Tianne lives in the Bay Area. Francis and 
Virginia Coeur Cook had four "T" kids: Tom, Tim, 
Terry, and much later, Tianne. Tim lives near Petrolia 
with his wife, Kathy; Tom is our mail delivery man; and 
Terry worked for years for UPS and lives in Humboldt, 
as well . 

Before Francis lived here, he briefly rented a house 
over at Clearlake. Before that, he lived in Petaluma, and 
before that, Petrolia. Most of the early work in Petaluma 
was as a brand inspector. After his wife Virginia passed 
away in December of 2000, Francis was still living in 

Petaluma, but the cost was too high. He had a friend in 
Clearlake with a house who said he could live in it. 
She'd moved to Arizona and wanted him in the house. 
Francis returned to Humboldt from Clearlake because "I 
think I had only so long to buy a house ... and I wanted to 
buy a house in Humboldt." 

He and Virginia had moved to Petaluma when all the 
kids but Tianne were out of the house. He went there for 
the brand inspection job. Tianne was in first grade then 
(this was 1970). The family had lived in Ferndale, across 
from Lakins', for just a little while when the older kids 
were in high school. Tianne had just started school, and 
only went there for one year. She came way later than 
the other kids. 

"I liked it good," Francis replies to the question of 
how living in Petaluma was, compared to Humboldt. "I 
was on the go all the time." But they had a shakeup in 
livestock identification. "I had to do more than one man 
could do." He had to travel all over Sonoma County, 
Marin County ... "then they wanted me to go over to the 
Valley and up to Mendocino-nobody could do it. They 
said, 'This is what your job is going to be.' But it was 
impossible to do it." So what did he do? "I guess I just 
quit!" He stayed in Petaluma-got a job in the auction 
yard, picking up stock, delivering cattle. Driving a truck 
full of cattle, up into Mendocino. This job continued 
until Francis's retirement, when he moved north again. 

Francis went to Eureka for high school-didn't 
know anyone in Ferndale to stay with. Jim stayed out of 
high school for a year so Fran could catch up, and they 
could go to school together. (Looks like Francis also 
moved ahead one year.) They stayed in Eureka with 
friends of the family, the Moores. Older brother Joe 
Cook had gone to Craddock Business College in Eureka, 
after high school in the Mattole. (Donell went to three 
years of high school at Mattole. But many Petrolia 
people chose to go to high school in town.) 

Francis was born on June 29, 1924, at St. Joseph' s 
Hospital, Eureka. (Donell notes that her husband, Jack 



Englewood, Illinois. ft was sent to her by her father 's 
second wife, Nellie Lansing, born in Greene, New York, 
who married Frank Benton in October, 1889. But Jessie 
was not only the step-daughter of Nellie Lansing Benton; 
she was her schoolmate. According to a note on the 
ancestry.com family tree for Nellie J Lansing, Nellie 
married the father of her best friend at Cook Academy 
about two years after he was widowed. She became step­
mother to Flora and Royal, and to Jessie, to whom she 
addressed the letter from Petrolia. 

Nellie was born in 1860, and married Francis 
Benton at about age 29-when he was 62. Jessie 
Fremont Benton (Mrs. CS Thornton), born in 1864, 
was only four years younger than Nellie. 

The 1890 trip to California to visit Frank 
Benton's brother Joel in the wild and remote Mattole 
Valley would have been a wedding trip for Nellie and 
Frank. Although they speak of going next to Santa 
Barbara, that must have been on the way home to the 
Chicago area. Grant Benton, Francis and Nellie 's only 
child, was born not long after their return, in May, 189 2. 
Francis Benton died in Cook County, Illinois, on his 86th 

birthday, in 1914; his wife Nellie Lansing Benton passed 
away in 1928, and his daughter Jessie Thornton in 
1936. 

Joel Benton departed this world in May of 1901, 
leaving the ranch to his wife, Ann, who in 1904 sold it to 
John Henry Hunter, Jr., and family. Laura Stansberry 
Hunter, Bob Stansberry 's aunt, lived on that ranch (later 
Drurys ', then Macchiarini and Rathbuns ') for about a 
decade during her school years and before marriage. 

This photo of Peter Lansing and daughter Nellie, taken 
around 1870, is from ancestry.com. One thing we know 

about Nellie is that she got a good education; I typed her 
letter exactly as she wrote it, with no spelling errors. • 

Meeting regarding Honeydew 
Bridge on Wednesday, March 1 

The Humboldt Co. Dept. of Public Works will be 
holding a meeting at the Mattole Grange this Wed., 
3/1/17, from 5 p.m.-7 p.m., concerning replacement and 
memorializing of the one-lane Honeydew Bridge. 

This plan has been in the works for some time. I 
have been in correspondence with Andrew Bundschuh 
of Public Works and Chris McMorris of JRP Historical 
Consulting, an organization that acts as a sort of liaison 
between the government and parties concerned with 
historical and cultural values. 

It is clear that the bridge will be replaced. This is not 
really a question. There are many reasons for this, and 
also answers as to why there is money to do this, but not 
to fill potholes ( different levels of government, agencies, 
etc.) , which can feel more pressing on a daily basis. 

What we are looking at now are ways to " mitigate" -
that's the key word-the damage to historical values 
incurred by destroying the old bridge; that is, to salvage 
what we can by remembering and celebrating the bridge 
and its place in Mattole Valley history. Wild ideas 
thrown out have been to have an evening of music, 
poems, and reminiscences about the bridge; to have an 
art exhibit of drawings, paintings, photos, etc., of it; and 
to make permanent records (written reports and/or a 
book with photos, and videos). Or maybe we could kick 
it off with a bridge party some sunny Spring day. There 
would possibly be some financial compensation for 
these mitigation projects. 

Also, if anyone ha_s heaps of money, they might see 
about obtaining the bridge and putting it up over a 
shorter span on private property. 

I admit I am not up to speed on the details, but am 
planning on attending the meeting to learn more. 

There is quite a bit of information about the 
Honeydew Bridge project on the following webpage: 
http://www.humboldtgo .org/honevdewbridg~_ 
There's a link on that page bringing you directly to a 
meeting plan for our March 1 gathering. • 
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