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Dear Grace Lee,

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
review process for the above referenced project. The proposed Diamond Bar Specific
Plan, referred to as the ‘“refined project,” involves the phased development of
approximately 45 acres of existing suburban-style retail shopping centers to create a
pedestrian-oriented downtown, or “Town Center,” that would provide housing
opportunities, retail, restaurants, and entertainment to the City of Diamond Bar. The
refined project is anficipated to result in up to 2,055 housing units (an increase of 705
units); 200 hotel rooms (an increase of 103 rooms); 40,000 square feet of public open
space (anincrease of 40,000 square feet); and 446,000 square feet of commercial space
(a decrease of 64,000 square feet), including retail, dining, and entertainment uses as
compared to the development anficipated for this area by the General Plan, as
amended by the 2022 Housing Element Update. The proposed increase in density is
consistent with the major conclusions of the Urban Land Institute — Los Angeles Technical
Assistance Panel (TAP) report, which states that “(t)he TAP's vision for the Diamond Bar
Town Center includes higher residential densities than currently allowed in the Vision 2040
General Plan.” The refined project also includes supporting infrastructure through the
adoption of the Specific Plan and associated entitlements. A General Plan Amendment
along with zoning map and text amendments would be required to increase the
maximum density allowed within the refined project’s Planning Area to allow the
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proposed density, to establish development and design standards for development
within the Planning Area, and to rezone the Planning Area parcels for the proposed land
uses. The City of Diamond Bar, as the lead agency, has prepared a Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report (SIR). This environmental analysis evaluates the refined
project and provides a “supplement” to the Diamond Bar General Plan 2040 Certified
EIR, as amended by an Addendum to the Certified EIR that was adopted for the City’s
2021- 2029 Housing Element Update (on August 11, 2022). This SIR evaluates the potential
impacts of the refined project.

After reviewing the DSEIR, Caltrans has the following comments:

Caltrans acknowledges and supports the Diamond Bar Town Center Specific Plan and
all that it will do to help California meet its climate, transportation, and livability goals. The
increased density and balance of uses allows the Diamond Bar Town Center to more
effectively thrive as a complete community, with residents, patrons, and visitors being
able to meet multiple needs within walking distance.

Caltrans would like to specifically applaud the proposed road diet along Diamond Bar
Avenue. Not only does this design element improve safety and mobility for people
walking, riding bikes, or taking fransit throughout the Plan areq, it also improves safety for
the driving public by reducing the potential for crashes and their severity. Mitigation
Measure MM-Trans-1 also includes many high-quality elements that will greatly improve
transportation throughout the area, such as Class 4 bike lanes, bike parking for residents
and employees, unbundled residential parking and cash-out parking options for
employees, and a first-mile-last-mile hub to assist in connections to the City of Industry
Metrolink Station.

By removing barriers and improving safety, the Diamond Bar Town Center Specific Plan
will make fransportation mode shift easier for Californians and help the State meet its
policy goals to reduce the number of frips made by driving, Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
emissions, and encourage active modes of travel.

Please note, that any project work occurring within, or abutting Caltrans ROW will require
an encroachment permit, and all requirements must be addressed. Final design
requirements for any proposed changes to infrastructure within or along Caltrans Right-
of-way will be determined by the Office of Permits. At the time of permit application there
will be rounds of review and corrections to ensure all design, Right-of-way, access
management, water runoff, environmental, and statutory requirements are being
addressed.

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment.”



Grace Lee
October 2, 2025
Page 3

Caltrans District 7 Office of Permits contact information:

Mailing Address: 100 S Main Street, Ste 100 Los Angeles, CA 90012
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday

Phone: 213-897-3631 | E-mail: D7.Permits@dot.ca.gov

If you have any questions, please contact project coordinator Anthony Higgins, at
anthony.higgins@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS #07-LA-2018-04889.

Sincerely,

g (Fmenason

Miya Edmonson
LDR Branch Chief

Cc: State Clearinghouse
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