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ADDENDUM TO THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION FOR THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
NO. 2, MAP NO. 76; CUP NO. 3, MAP NO. 77

I.  Introduction
The State Water Resources Control Board is a responsible agency approving a new 
domestic water supply permit for the Conditional Use Permit No. 2, Map No. 76; 
Conditional Use Permit No. 3, Map No. 77 Project (Project). 

This document is an Addendum to the Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(Addendum) prepared for the Project (State Clearinghouse No. 2017051050). Kern 
County (Lead Agency) adopted an Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 
and approved the Project on July 24, 2017. The Lead Agency filed a Notice of 
Determination with the State Clearinghouse on May 19, 2017. In accordance with the 
California Code of Regulations, title 14, division 6, chapter 3, article 11, section 11564 
this Addendum analyzes proposed modifications to Project approved in 2017 and 
demonstrates that all the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed 
modifications would be within the envelope of impacts already evaluated in the MND.

II.  CEQA Authority for Addendum
CEQA establishes the type of environmental documentation required when changes to 
a project occur after an environmental impact report (EIR) is certified. Specifically, 
Section 15164(a) of the CEQA Guidelines states that, “The lead agency or responsible 
agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or 
additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling 
for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred.”

Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines requires a Subsequent EIR when an MND has 
already been adopted or an EIR has been certified and one or more of the following 
circumstances exist:

1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of 
the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects;

2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project 
is undertaken, which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or negative 
declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or
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3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have 
been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR 
was certified as complete or the negative declaration was adopted, shows any of the 
following:

a) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous 
EIR or negative declaration;

b) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than 
shown in the previous EIR;

c) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in 
fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of 
the project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 
alternative; or

d) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those 
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant 
effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the 
mitigation measure or alternative.

Likewise, California Public Resources Code Section 21166 states that unless one or 
more of the following events occur, no Subsequent or Supplemental EIR shall be 
required by the lead agency or by any responsible agency:

· Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of 
the environmental impact report;

· Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project 
is being undertaken which will require major revisions in the environmental impact 
report; or

· New information, which was not known and could not have been known at the time 
the environmental impact report was certified as complete, becomes available.

As demonstrated by the analysis herein, the Modified Project would not result in any 
new additional significant impacts, nor would it substantially increase the severity of 
previously anticipated significant impacts. Rather, all of the impacts associated with the 
Modified Project are within the envelope of impacts addressed in the MND and do not 
constitute a new or substantially increased significant impact. Based on this 
determination, changes to the Project scope do not meet the requirements for 
preparation of a Subsequent or Supplemental EIR pursuant to Section 15162 of the 
CEQA Guidelines.
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A. Overview of Approved Project
The MND proposed that domestic water would be provided to the new race track via a 
connection with the existing well located at the southeast corner of the Buttonwillow 
Raceway Park site that provides water to the main racetrack.

B. Proposed Modifications to Project
Instead of connecting the new Circuit Raceway’s water distribution system to the 
existing Buttonwillow Raceway Park’s water system, when the Project was constructed, 
the Circuit Raceway’s water distribution system was connected to a second existing well 
that was located closer to the Circuit track. This change in supply source has created a 
new public water system and requires a new domestic water supply permit. 

C. Analysis of Proposed Modifications
The MND evaluated groundwater impacts based on total Project water demand, not the 
location details of a specific well. It concluded that impacts would be less than 
significant with mitigation incorporated, stating that groundwater use in compliance with 
the Project design features and applicable regulations would remain “less than 
significant.”

Switching from one existing onsite well to another:

· Does not alter the Project water demand or increase groundwater extraction.

· Does not introduce new or more severe environmental impacts.

· Occurs within the same the Project property and groundwater basin under 
identical regulatory standards.

Thus, the proposed modifications would not change any of the impact conclusions.

Based on the above, changes to the Project scope would not result in any new 
additional significant impacts, nor would it substantially increase the severity of 
previously anticipated significant impacts. Thus, a new or substantially greater 
significant impact would not result from the proposed modifications. In addition, all of the 
mitigation measures included as part of the MND and Addendum would continue to be 
implemented. As all of the impacts would be within the envelope of impacts identified in 
the MND, no additional environmental analysis pursuant to Section 15162 of the CEQA 
Guidelines is necessary.
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