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The Refined Orange Heights Project involves limited modifications to the previously approved Santiago Hills II project. 
The Project would involve new and amended Vesting Tentative Tract Maps, amended Design Guidelines, and a lot line 
adjustment that would result in development of 1,058 residential units (a reduction of 122 units); 10.6 acres of park land 
(an increase of 1.1 acres); approximately 79 acres of open space; an improved trail system; modified lot and street 
layouts; updated guidelines related to architectural design, home types, and landscape design; minor reduction of the 
eastern boundary of the Project site adjacent to SR 241/SR-261 primarily associated with removal of improvements 
within CalTrans right-of-way; and on- and off-site street and utility improvements.

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15063, the City has prepared an Initial Study to determine whether the Refined 
Orange Heights Project may have a significant effect on the environment. Based on the findings of the Initial Study, 
implementation of the Refined Orange Heights Project may result in significant environmental effects related to the 
following topical issues. These topical issues will be evaluated further in the SEIR and will be compared to the impacts of 
the Approved Santiago Hills II Project: Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and 
Soils (Paleontological Resources), Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Wildland Fires), 
Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Public Services (Fire Services), Recreation, 
Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities/Service Systems,  and Wildfire. 
 
Based on the findings of the Initial Study, the following environmental topics were determined to have a less than 
significant impact, less than significant impact with incorporation of previously adopted mitigation measures (MMs) or 
project design features (PDFs) set forth in the Previous Environmental Documentation, or no impact and will not be 
evaluated further in the Supplemental EIR: Agriculture & Forestry Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Mineral 
Resources, and Population/Housing.



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

There are no areas of known controversy known to the City of Orange.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)  
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 
Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) 
County of Orange 
 
 


