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Aerial Firefighting Tutorial

Introduction

Ihe use of aircraft to drop fire retardant, foam, or water to suppress widfres is an essential widland firefighting tool, The
speed, mobility and retardant delivery capability of aerial firefighting aircraft make them very effective res

of firefighters on the ground. The variety of aircraft available within U. S

firefighting capability for nearly every wildland fire situation, from wildemess to the urban interface.

Aircraft

3re three primary kinds of aerial firefighting aircraft available within the U, S

mmercia
ardant delivery

omputer controlled retardant
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Flight Crews

Airtanker pilots, co-pilots, mechanics and other support o«

ersonnel are Nigr

drops and long trailing drops one-fc

O vary the retardant coverage level dispersed as required

5 or long traling lines as

fire interface situations near water sources where

J accuracy. Small and medium helicopters

firefighting task. Pilots and co-pilots must meet rigid federal wildfire agency and

arrtankers and helitankers typically have 5,200-18,000

Aerial Fighting Materials

hours AF IiNnA exoerenca

Ire retardant, wildland fire foam, and water are dropped b

vithin 10 minutes

Aerial Firefighting Tactics and Management
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neans of controling

n of long-term retardant.

e of aeridl firefighting is during the initial attack of smal

n large widfires, such as reinforcing fireline and dropping on slop-overs

The management of aerial firefighting aircralt over a wildfire incident varies with the complexity ¢ oSt

alrtanker captains are approved
firefighting situation becomes 1

nterface protection becomes necessar

m Air Attack Aircraft: The coordination of aerial attack operations over a widfire with ground

of the Alr Tactica rvisor. Both single and twin engine fixed-wing aircraf
) Supenvisar directs airtanker

ead alrtankers through the target area

irtankers through drop runs for increased safety and efficienc

engine, fixed-wing aircraft with good cox

Federal and State Programs

Senvice anc
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n airtanker fleet
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