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ADDENDUM TO THE SAN JOSE DOWNTOWN STRATEGY 2000 FINAL PROGRAM 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (SCH #2003042127) AND THE ENVISION SAN JOSE 2040 

GENERAL PLAN FINAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AS 
SUPPLEMENTED (SCH# 2009072096) AND ADDENDA THERETO

Pursuant to Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines, the City of San Jose has prepared an Addendum to the 
San Jose Downtown Strategy 2000 Final Program Environmental Impact Report (Downtown Strategy 2000 
FPEIR) and the Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan Final Program Environmental Impact Report (2040 
General Plan FPEIR) and Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (2040 General Plan SEIR) and addenda 
thereto because minor changes made to the project, as described below, do not raise important new issues 
about the significant impacts on the environment.

File No. SPA17-009-01 - SJSC Towers Mixed-Use Project Amendment. Special Use Permit Amendment 
to amend the previously approved Special Use Permit (File No. SP17-009) to increase the number of 
residential units from 312 residential units to 326 units in the east tower and from 298 residential units to 304 
residential units in the west tower (20 additional residential units) on level 3 & 4, creating activated edges 
along 4th Street and 5th Street in lieu of the approved podium parking stalls. Also to allow minor updates and 
optimization to the architectural, landscape, and civic design for improved quality, cost efficiency and 
constructability and amend Special Use Permit conditions of approval items 37, 38 and 39 of a multi-family 
residential project located on a 1.4 gross acre site.

Location: The project is located at 39 North 5th Street, at the northwesterly corner of E. Santa Clara Street and 
North 5"' Street.

Council District: 3.

Assessor’s Parcel Numbers: 467-20-008, 467-20-009, 467-20-010, 467-20-013,467-20-014, 467-20-082, 
467-20-083, 467-20-086 and 467-20-087.

The environmental impacts of this project were addressed by the following Environmental Impact Reports: 
“The Downtown Strategy 2000 Final Program Environmental Impact Report,” adopted by City Council 
Resolution No. 72767 on June 21,2005; “Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan Final Program Environmental 
Impact Report,” adopted by City Council Resolution No. 76041 on November 1,2011; and “Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report to the Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan Final Program Environmental 
Impact Report,” adopted by City Council Resolution No. 77617 on December 15,2015. The proposed project 
is eligible for an addendum pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15164, which states that “A lead agency or 
responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions are 
necessary but none of the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines §15162 calling for preparation of a 
subsequent EIR have occurred.” Circumstances which would warrant a subsequent EIR include substantial 
changes in the project or new information of substantial importance which would require major revisions of 
the previous EIR due to the occurrence of new significant impacts and/or a substantial increase in the severity 
of previously identified significant effects.

The following impacts were reviewed and found to be adequately considered by the Downtown Strategy 2000 
FPEIR and 2040 General Plan FPEIR as supplemented:

[X] Aesthetics 
[3 Biological Resources 
[3 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
X Land Use
X Population and Housing 
[3 Transportation/Traffic 
[X] Growth Inducing

[Xl Agriculture Resources 
1X1 Cultural Resources 
XI Hazardous Materials 
X Mineral Resources 
X Public Services 
X Utilities & Service Systems 
X Cumulative Impacts

X Air Quality 
X Geology and Soils 
X Hydrology & Water Quality 
X Noise 
X Recreation 
X Energy
X Mandatory Findings of Significance
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ANALYSIS

The previously approved Special Use Permit (File No. SP17-009) and related environmental clearance 
(Addendum to the Downtown Strategy 2000 FE1R, the Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan FEIR, and the 
Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan SE1R) were approved by the Director of Planning, Building, and Code 
Enforcement on March 15, 2017. This approval was for the demolition of the existing structures on-site, 
construction of two 28-story residential towers (298 residential units in the west tower and 312 residential 
units in the east tower) with three levels of underground parking and four levels of above ground parking, six 
commercial condominiums to include approximately 14,381 square feet of ground floor commercial uses and 
up to 24,693 square feet of flex/office space, and for the removal of nine trees. The Addendum, and associated 
Initial Study, concluded that the proposed project would not result in any new significant impacts not 
previously disclosed in the Downtown Strategy 2000 FPEIR and the 2040 General Plan FPE1R, as 
supplemented.

The current project proposes to amend the previously approved Special Use Permit to increase the number of 
residential units from 312 residential units to 326 units in the east tower and from 298 residential units to 304 
residential units in the west tower, for a total of 20 additional residential units. The project will also allow up 
to six 24-hour occurrences of construction staging and concrete pouring. Additionally, it includes minor 
updates to the architectural, landscape, and civic design and amendments to Special Use Permit conditions of 
approval items. These constitute minor changes to the project and do not raise important new issues about the 
significant impacts on the environment. Additional analysis and discussion regarding the environmental 
impacts of the proposed project, as compare with the impacts of the previously approved project and 
associated environmental clearance, is attached.

The project will not result in a substantial increase in the magnitude of any significant environmental impact 
previously identified in the EIRs and associated addenda. For these reasons, a supplemental or subsequent EIR 
is not required, and an Addendum to the Downtown Strategy 2000 EIR and the Envision San Jose 2040 
General Plan EIR as supplemented and addenda thereto has been prepared for the proposed project. This 
Addendum will not be circulated for public review, but will be attached to the San Jose Downtown Strategy 
2000 EIR and the Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan EIR as supplemented pursuant of CEQA Guidelines 
§15164(c).

Rosalynn Hughey, Interim Director 
Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
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Attachment: Amendment to the Initial Study/Addendum for the SJSC Mixed Use Project, David J. Powers & 
Associates, December 2017


