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San Jose Water (SJW) is one of the largest privately owned water systems in the United States, 
providing high-quality water and exceptional service to more than one million residents of Santa Clara 
County since established in 1866.  
 
BACKGROUND & PURPOSE  
 
This Water Supply Assessment (WSA) was requested on February 19, 2020 by City of San Jose and 
is associated with the proposed Woz Way Project. This project is located on the southeastern corner 
of South Almaden Boulevard and Woz Way and proposes the demolition and removal of existing 
single-family homes and the construction of a mixed-use office building with three different proposed 
development options:  
 

• Option 1 – Up to 1,192,899 square feet of office space and 10,655 square feet of retail space 
in two 20-story towers.  

• Option 2 – Up to 500,957 square feet of office space, 9,572 square feet of retail space, 300 
residential units, and 192,853 square feet of hotel space in two 27-story towers.  

• Option 3 – Up to 750 residential units and 3,567 square feet of retail space in two 27-story 
towers.  

 
This WSA describes the relationship between existing and future water supplies and presents SJW’s 
strong ability to provide a diverse water supply to match build-out water demands under both normal 
and dry years. This diverse supply consists of local surface water from SJW’s Santa Cruz Mountain 
sources, groundwater, treated surface water from Valley Water’s local and imported supplies, and non-
potable recycled water. Based on water supply projections reported in Valley Water’s 2015 Urban 
Water Management Plan,1 conservation methods currently employed, and on SJW’s active 
commitment to these methods, SJW is able to meet the needs of the service area through at least 2035 
for average and single-dry years without a call for mandatory water use reductions.2 This assumes 
reserves are at healthy levels at the beginning of the year and that projects and programs identified in 
Valley Water’s Water Supply Master Plan 2040 (WSMP 2040)3 are implemented. If reserves are low 
at the beginning of a single-dry year, Valley Water might call for water use reductions in combination 
with using reserves.  
 
Valley Water is evaluating water supply projects and programs to minimize the need to call for water 
use reductions to mitigate water shortages that would otherwise occur in the event of a multiple-dry 
year scenario. SJW is committed to actively working with Valley Water in the development of these 
projects and programs. Projects and programs may include additional long-term water conservation 
savings, water recycling, recharge capacity, storm water capture, reuse, banking, and storage.  
 
This WSA is written in response to California Senate Bill 610 (SB 610) and Senate Bill 221 (SB 221); 
legislation which requires water retailers to demonstrate whether their water supplies are sufficient for 
certain proposed subdivisions and large development projects subject to the California Environmental 
Quality Act. SB 610 includes the requirements for detailed water supply assessments, and SB 221 
includes the requirement for written verification of sufficient water supply based on substantial 
                                                 
1 https://www.valleywater.org/your-water/water-supply-planning/urban-water-management-plan 
2 San Jose Water 2015 Urban Water Management Plan. 
3 https://www.valleywater.org/your-water/water-supply-planning/water-supply-master-plan 

https://www.valleywater.org/your-water/water-supply-planning/urban-water-management-plan
https://www.valleywater.org/your-water/water-supply-planning/water-supply-master-plan
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evidence. SB 610 requires that a WSA be prepared by the local water retailer and submitted within 90 
days to the requesting agency. SJW’s adoption and submittal of this assessment does not create a right 
or entitlement to water service or impose or expand SJW’s obligation to provide water service. The 
City of San Jose has an independent obligation to 
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Table 5:  Total Water Demand Estimated for Project 

Land Use Name Proposed 
Project 

Water Demand 
Factor 

(gpd per unit) 
Water Usage 

 Existing Single-Family Homes1 - - 
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in Chart 1 below, the groundwater elevation has since rebounded and storage in the basin is now in 
the normal range. 
 

 

Chart 1: Groundwater Elevation in Santa Clara Valley Subbasin (Well ID:  07S01W25L001) 
 
Groundwater from the basin is a substantial source of water for SJW and in 2014 groundwater 
accounted for about 57% of SJW’s total potable supply. 
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Montevina Surface Water Treatment Plant (Plant) is the primary supply source for Town of Los Gatos, 
and the surrounding communities. The Plant uses microfiltration membrane technology and is capable 
of treating up to 30 million gallons of water per day. 
 
Recycled Water – South Bay Water Recycling (SBWR) has been serving Silicon Valley communities 
since 1993 with a sustainable, high-quality water supply. SBWR was created to reduce the 
environmental impact of freshwater effluent discharge into the salt marshes located at the south end 
of the San Francisco Bay, and to help protect the California clapper rail and the salt marsh harvest 
mouse. 
 
In 1997, SJW entered into a Wholesaler-Retailer Agreement with the City of San Jose to provide 
recycled water to SJW’s existing and new customers nearby SBWR recycled water distribution 
facilities; whereas, the City of San Jose is the wholesaler and SJW is the retailer. At the time, the 
involvement of SJW was largely to assist the City in meeting its wastewater regulatory obligations. In 
accordance with the terms of this agreement, SJW allowed SBWR to construct recycled water 
pipelines in its service area, SJW would only own the recycled water meters, while SBWR would own, 
operate, and maintain the recycled water distribution system. 
 
In 2010, this Wholesaler-Retailer Agreement was amended to allow SJW to construct recycled water 
infrastructure that would be owned, operated, and maintained by SJW. Then in 2012, this Wholesaler-
Retailer Agreement was again amended to allow SJW to construct additional recycled water 
infrastructure. 
 
Summary of Existing and Planned Sources of Water – SJW and Valley Water have worked to 
develop a variety of local and imported water supplies to meet demands. As demands increase with 
the region’s growth, and imported water supplies potentially become more restricted, these planned 
supplies will increase in importance. In particular, groundwater, which has historically been a vital 
source of supply for SJW, was all the more critical during the recent drought. The following table 
shows the actual amount of water supplied to SJW’s distribution system from each source in 2015 as 
well as projected amounts until 2040.  
 
Table 7:  Current and Projected Water Supplies1 (AF/yr)   

 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 
Valley Water Treated Water 63,796 76,670 79,383 82,255 85,376 88,651 
SJW Groundwater 37,888 54,160 56,078 58,106 60,307 62,621 
SJW Surface Water 4,766 9,606 9,606 9,606 9,606 9,606 
Recycled Water 1,964 4,072 6,853 8,350 8,369 8,369 
Total System Demand 108,415 144,508 151,919 158,318 163,658 169,246 

1Projected potable water supply volumes based on a 10-year average (2006-2015) of usage by type and holding surface 
water constant @ 10-year average. 
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WATER SUPPLY VULNERABILITY 
 
SJW has identified multiple sources of water for the Woz Way
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Water supplies presented below are based on Valley Water’s water evaluation and planning system 
model. According to Valley Water, this model simulates their water supply system comprised of 
facilities to recharge the county’s groundwater basins, local water systems including the operation of 
reservoirs and creeks, treatment and distribution facilities, and raw water conveyance systems. The 
model also accounts for non- Valley Water sources and distri.94 -1.15Water
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As part of this strategy, Valley Water’s WSMP 2040 includes developing at least 24,000 AF/yr of 
additional recycled water (above and beyond the current target of 33,000 AF/yr of non-potable reuse) 
by 2040. Developing these local sources and managing demands reduces reliance on imported water 
supplies. In addition, Valley Water is working with multiple water agencies to investigate regional 
opportunities for collaboration to enhance water supply reliability, leverage existing infrastructure 

https://www.sjwater.com/customer-care/help-information/tariff-book
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use plants as well as a photographic database of water wise gardens in the San Jose-Santa Clara County 
area. The landscaping website and demonstration garden tour is accessible from SJW’s homepage. 
 
In addition to these programs, SJW engages in other activities t
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