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Figure 2. Modified Project Components 
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flocculation and disinfection. Improvements to backwash and solids management facilities would 
enhance management of filter backwash and treatment of residuals generated during plant operations.  
The modified project would convert the existing Raw Water Storage Tank to a backwash supply tank to 
provide a source for filter backwashing. A new Washwater Equalization (EQ) basin is proposed to store 
and equalize backwash waste from the filters. The EQ basin would be constructed of concrete and attach 
to a new solids pump station. The solids pump station would be located near the lowest elevation of the 
plant site to allow as much gravity flow as possible into the pump station. The pump station would 
receive solids from the sludge collectors in the sedimentation basins and in the EQ basin, and from the 
plate settler. The pump station would then discharge to the sewer at the existing sewer discharge 
location in the gravel parking lot south of the plant site. Plate settlers systems would be replaced to 
improve solids separation efficiency. After startup and commissioning of the new plate settlers system 
the existing system would be demolished. 

Biological Study Area 

The biological study area (BSA) for this investigation includes the project site shown in Figure 2. 

Investigation Methods 

This section summarizes the data collection methodologies used by GEI Consultants, Inc. (GEI) biologists 
to characterize the biological setting of the BSA. 

Desktop Review 

Before conducting the field survey, GEI biologists reviewed the following sources for information on 
habitat conditions and biological resources in the BSA and larger project vicinity: 

 Aerial U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation System 
(IPaC; USFWS 2026a) (See Appendix B) 

 USFWS Critical Habitat Web Portal (USFWS 2026b) 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database 
(CNDDB) and QuickView Tool in BIOS 6 (CDFW 2026a) 

 California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare Plant Inventory (CNPS 2026) 

 National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Endangered Species Act Critical Habitat Mapper 
(NMFS 2026a) 

 NMFS Essential Fish Habitat Mapper (NMFS 2026b) 

 U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) Clarksville 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle 

 Aerial imagery of the study area and vicinity (Google Earth 2026) 

 California Department of Conservation California Geological Survey (CGS, CGS 2010) 

The USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation System (USFWS 2026a) was queried to identify 
USFWS-regulated species that have the potential to occur in the study area, and the USFWS Critical 
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Habitat Web Portal (USFWS 2026b) was reviewed to identify designated critical habitat within the region. 
A query of the CNDDB QuickView Tool (CDFW 2026a) provided a list of mapped and unprocessed 
occurrences for special-status species in the Clarksville, California, USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle and all 
adjacent quadrangles including Rocklin, Pilot Hill, Colma, Folsom, Shingle Springs, Buffalo Creek, Folsom 
SE, and Latrobe. Next, the CNPS database (CNPS 2026) was queried to identify special-status plant 
species with the potential to occur in the aforementioned USGS quadrangles. Raw data from the USFWS, 
CNDDB, and CNPS species database queries are provided in Appendix B. 

After conducting the database queries, topographic, soil, vegetation, and aerial data were reviewed to 
characterize the physical setting of the study area. 

Field Investigations 

The following field investigations were conducted by GEI biologists to verify and refine data collected 
during the desktop review. 

Reconnaissance-Level Habitat Assessment 

GEI biologist Lexi von Ehrenkrook conducted a reconnaissance-level habitat assessment of the study 
area on April 15, 2026. During the field assessment, habitats for special-status plants and wildlife were 
evaluated based on several factors, including presence or absence of potentially suitable habitat 
components or vegetation associations, level of human disturbance, soil types, and other microhabitat 
characteristics, supplemented by a review of known species occurrences. Habitat assessments for 
burrowing mammals and birds focused on evaluating potential burrowing or denning sites in and 
adjacent to the study area. Trees were surveyed for suitable raptor and passerine nesting sites and for 
evidence of current or past nesting activity. The entire study area was surveyed for the presence of 
elderberry shrubs (Sambucus spp.), the host plant for the federally threatened Valley Elderberry 
Longhorn Beetle. Aquatic resources in the study area were assessed to determine suitability for 
breeding, foraging, and rearing habitats for special-status species, such as northwestern pond turtle 
(Actinemys marmorata). 

Tree Survey 

On April 15, 2026, GEI biologist and Master Arborist Collin Lesko (Certified Arborist #WE-13711BM) 
conducted a tree survey. Trees in the study area with a diameter at breast height (DBH) of 6 inches or 
greater were mapped. A follow-up survey to map trees as small as 4 inches in DBH was also conducted 
to align with County guidance. The tree survey included the following key tasks: 

• Inventoried and assessed all trees within the project area and those documented on the 60% 
plan.  

• Inventoried and assessed all trees within the project area and those documented on the 60% 
plan. 

• Conducted a tree assessment that included species documentation, diameter at breast height 
(DBH), root conditions, trunk, canopy, health and vitality rating, structural conditions, and a 
photograph.  
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• Document all heritage trees, oak woodlands to quantify impacts to oak resources for in lieu fees 
as defined by El Dorado County. 

Inventoried trees included both single-stem and multi-stemmed trees. For multi-stemmed trees, an 
aggregate diameter is the summation of all stems. Trunk diameter measurements were taken at a height 
of 4.5 feet above grade along the trunk axis, where possible, except for when the trunk split at breast 
height. In this case, DBH was measured at the main stems of the tree that best represented the 
diameter. Trunk diameters were measured using a diameter tape and were recorded in accordance with 
standard protocols described by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers in the Guide for Plant 
Appraisal (2000), published by ISA. Tree height and canopy measurements were estimated visually, and 
any measurements used in the impact analysis were based on the diameter of the individual trees. 

Biological Conditions 

This section discusses the results of the desktop review and field investigations. The existing vegetation 
communities and sensitive communities found in the study area are discussed below, along with the 
potential for special-status species to occur. 

Results 

Vegetation Communities 

There are five habitat types in the study area which described below. Each community was mapped and 
is described below based on data collected in the field. These descriptions include the dominant and 
common plant species identified in each community. The vegetation descriptions below are generally 
consistent with vegetation alliances described in the Manual of California Vegetation (Sawyer et al. 
2009). The study area indicated recent vegetation management, including mowing of the ruderal 
habitat, and ongoing and recent grazing by goats in blue oak woodland and annual grassland habitats. 
Based on identifiable species, vegetation and species composition feature similar species previously 
identified in the 2007 PEIR. 

Developed 

Developed areas contain asphalt driving roads, concrete walking paths and railings, tennis courts, a 
bocce ball court, and the water treatment plant infrastructure. Fencing is additionally present separating 
Lake Forest Park and water treatment plant. The overstory features Raywood ash (Fraxinus angustifolia). 
Ornamental shrubs included bottle brush (Callistemon sp.), lavender (Lavandula sp.), rock rose (Cistus 
sp.), and fortnight lily (Dietes iridioides). 

Disturbed 

Fencing is present to the east and west of the habitat, as well as intersects the habitat in the south 
between the water treatment plant and Marina Village Middle School. The overstory features blue oak 
(Quercus douglasii) valley oak (Quercus lobata), and interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni), and the 
fencelines are lined with Red Tip Photini (Photinia spp.). The understory primarily consisted of pebbles 
and bare ground. On the southern-most side, occasional and sparse non-native understory was present, 
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including miner’s lettuce (Claytonia perfoliate), common bedstraw (Galium aparine), and California 
burclover (Medicago polymorpha). 

Blue Oak Woodland 

Most of the study area is dominated by grey pine-oak woodland in which occasional grey pines (Pinus 
sabiniana) form an overstory above an open to partially closed sub-canopy composed mostly of blue oak 
with some interior live oak. This plant community also supports a ground cover of grassland species. The 
herbaceous understory is comprised of species characteristic of the adjacent non-native grassland 
described below. 

Non-Native Annual Grassland 

The open habitat and the understory of the foothill pine-oak woodland is non-native grassland, a plant 
community characterized by a dense cover of annual grasses with numerous species of non-native 
annual forbs and native wildflowers. Characteristic grass species observed include wild oats (Avena 
fatua), soft chess (Bromus hordeaceus), ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), and medusa head grass 
(Taeniatherum caput-medusae). Common non-native forbs include filaree (Erodium spp.), rose clover 
(Trifolium hirtum), pineapple weed (Chamomilla suaveolens), winter vetch (Vicia villosa), prickly lettuce 
(Lactuca serriola), and knotted hedge-parsley (Torilis nodosa). Native common yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium) was observed in the study area.  

Ruderal 

The ruderal habitat featured similar species with the non-native annual grassland, however, had 
decreased species diversity and the identifiable species were only non-native. Identifiable species 
included filaree (Erodium spp.), common bedstraw (Galium aparine), cut leaf geranium (Geranium 
dissectum), prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola). 

Trees 

There were 71 trees mapped in the study area. Many of the trees in the study area are native species 
(56 total), the most common being blue oak, coast redwood, valley oak, and interior live oak. A total of 
15 ornamental or non-native trees were mapped in the study area, including but not limited to Deodar 
cedar (Cedrus deodara), Bradford pear (Pryus calleryana), and Aleppo pine (Pinus halepensis).  

The study area is in El Dorado County. The County’s Oak Resources Conservation Ordinance (Chapter 
130.39 of the Zoning Ordinance) and the Oak Resources Management Plan in the Long Range Planning 
Division’s 2017 General Plan Biological Resources Policy Update Project provide protection guidance 
that applies to the proposed project. The County tree ordinance protects native oak trees, including any 
live native oak tree of the genus Quercus (including blue oak, valley oak, California black oak (Quercus 
kelloggii), interior live oak, canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepis), Oregon oak (Quercus garryana), oracle 
oak (Quercus x morehus), or hybrids thereof) with a single main trunk measuring six inches dbh or 
greater. Furthermore, all protected oak trees with a DBH of 36 inches or greater, or a multiple trunked 
tree with the aggregate diameter of the three largest trunks measuring 36 inches dbh or greater, are 
considered heritage trees according to Chapter 130.39.030 - Definitions in the County Code of 
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Ordinances. Although other native trees are not explicitly protected under County ordinances, they 
should be protected where possible, given the nature of the proposed project and the site conditions, 
where forested areas in the study area are characterized as existing or relict riparian areas associated 
with the American River floodplain. 

Special-status Species 

Candidate, sensitive, or special-status species are commonly characterized as species that are at 
potential risk or actual risk to their persistence in a given area, or across their native habitat. These 
species have been identified and assigned a status ranking by governmental agencies such as CDFW, 
USFWS, and NMFS, and private organizations such as CNPS. The degree to which a species is at risk of 
extinction is the determining factor in the assignment of a status ranking. Some common threats to a 
species or population’s persistence include habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation, as well as 
human conflict and intrusion. For the purposes of this biological review, special-status species are 
defined as the following: 

 Listed, proposed, or candidates for listing under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

 Listed or candidate for listing under the California Endangered Species Act 

 Designated as Species of Special Concern (SSC) by CDFW 

 Designated as Fully Protected by CDFW 

 Species that meet the definition of rare or endangered under CEQA include CNPS List Ranks 1B 
and 2. 

The results of USFWS, CDFW, and CNPS database queries identified several special-status species with 
the potential to occur in the study area. Tables 1 and 2 summarize all special-status plant and wildlife 
species returned in the database queries, respectively, and describe the habitat requirements and 
conclusions regarding the potential for each species to occur or be impacted in the study area. 

The “Impacts Analyzed” column in Tables 1 and 2 present the determinations for each species regarding 
their potential to occur in the study area. Species that have a “No” in the” Impacts Analyzed” column, 
were determined to have no potential to occur in the study area. Species were removed from the 
analysis based on a combination of an absence of suitable habitat in the study area, the study area being 
outside the species known range, and/or the study area only providing foraging or overwintering 
habitats and not breeding. No special-status plants were determined to have the potential to occur in 
the project area and will, therefore, not be analyzed further in this document. 

Special-status Wildlife with Potential to Occur in the Biological Study Area 

Due to the highly developed, urbanized and managed nature of the landscape within the study area, 
special-status wildlife species are not anticipated to be affected by project implementation, however, 
other nesting migratory birds and raptors may be present. Please see Table 2 for a summary of all 
special-status wildlife returned in the desktop review, along with rationales for removing from 
consideration in this impact analysis. 
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Sensitive Habitats 

Sensitive habitats include those that are of special concern to resource agencies or are afforded specific 
consideration under state and federal regulations. 

Sensitive Natural Communities 

CDFW identifies and ranks natural communities of special concern that are of limited distribution 
statewide or within a county or region. Specifically, communities assigned a S1 (critically impaired) 
through S3 (vulnerable) ranking in the California Sensitive Natural Communities list (CDFW 2025b) are 
considered sensitive. None of the land cover types in the BSA are on the CDFW sensitive communities 
list. 

Critical Habitat 

No critical habitat is present within the project area. 
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Grazed oak woodland to the north of the project area, near the intersection of Francisco Dr and 
Promontory Point Dr. 
 

 
Grazing domestic goat herd to the north of the project area. 
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Driveway to Lake Forest Park recreational areas, in the north of the project area. 
 

 
Landscaping along utility road, looking north toward Lake Forest Park tennis courts. 



 

 

Appendix C. Tree Assessment and Oak Tree Impacts 
Evaluation 

 



 

GEI Consultants, Inc.  www.geiconsultants.com 

 

 

Technical Memorandum 
11010 White Rock Road, Suite 200  Rancho Cordova, CA 95670  916.631.4500 

Via Email: mbaron@eid.org 
To: Michael Baron, El Dorado Irrigation District 
From: Julie De Barros, GEI 
cc: Collin Lesko, GEI; Drew Sutton, GEI  
Date: July 16, 2026 
Re: Tree Assessment and Oak Tree Impacts Evaluation 

El Dorado Hills Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project 
El Dorado County, CA 

Project No.: 2601578 
 

This technical memorandum (TM) details the results of a tree assessment and oak tree impacts 
evaluation conducted by GEI Consultants, Inc. (GEI) on behalf of the El Dorado Irrigation District (the 
District) for the El Dorado Hills Water Treatment Plant (EDHWTP) Improvement Project. The 5.73 acres 
EDHWTP boundary is part of the larger assessed project site, which was expanded to include adjacent 
areas (Figure 1). The project site is located within a residential neighborhood near the Folsom Reservoir. 
The purpose of this TM is to provide the GEI Arborist’s observations, impact evaluation results, and 
opinions regarding the anticipated construction impacts on trees within the project site.  

Under Government Code Section 53091, subsections (d) and (e), the proposed project is exempt from 
County land use jurisdiction as a domestic water supply project.  Additionally, the El Dorado County’s 
Oak Resources Conservation Ordinance (the ordinance, Chapter 130.39 of the Zoning Ordinance) applies 
only to projects on privately-owned land. However, the ordinance specifies that where mitigation to oak 
woodlands is required under California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 
21083.4), the mitigation requirements of the ordinance may be applied.  

Therefore, the District is applying the oak tree removal and mitigation requirements in the ordinance to 
this project. The format of this TM meets the requirements for the Oak Resources Technical Report, as 
required by the County of El Dorado for oak tree removals. 

  

GEi■ Consultants 
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Figure 1. Regional Location 
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Scope 

The scope of the tree assessment includes the following services: 

 Conduct an International Society of Arboriculture’s (ISA) Level 2: Basic Assessment of tree 
resources within the boundary of the water treatment plant footprint.  

 Documentation includes: location, species, trunk diameter (DBH), height, canopy radius, and 
general health and structural condition; 

 Provide an assessment of oak tree impacts based on the EDHWTP Improvements Construction 
Plans at 60% Design (January 2026); 

 Provide recommended mitigation measures for retained oak trees to prevent unintentional 
construction impacts; 

 Habitat and vegetation community mapping within the project site; and 

 Document all the above-listed services in a written report submitted to the District. 

The scope of this report does not include the analysis of risks of tree failure. 

Limitations 

Limitations of the tree assessment presented in this TM include the level of survey performed, which 
pertains to the level of information that can be gathered at each tree to conduct an impact analysis. The 
ISA’s Tree Risk Assessment Manual (2017) defines three levels of tree risk assessment:  

 Level 1: Limited Visual 

 Drive-by survey, walk-by, aerial patrol 

 Level 2: Basic Assessment 

 360-degree inspection of each tree at ground level with use of simple tools 

 Level 3: Advanced Assessment 

 Aerial inspections by a climber, use of decay-detection devices, load testing, and 
advanced tools 

The survey conducted for this task order was a Level 2 Basic Assessment. This level of survey is ground-
based and allows the arborist to fully inspect a tree’s buttress roots, trunk, branches, and surrounding 
site conditions. This level of assessment allows for a synthesis of the information collected but can only 
detect visible defects. Internal, below ground, and upper-crown factors can be difficult or impossible to 
see and assess. No decay detection through drilling or tomography, aerial crown inspections, or root 
crown examinations were performed for this TM (Level 3 Advanced Assessment). Additionally, this TM 
provides little to no discussion regarding targets that could become damaged or injured if trees were to 
fail.  

The project site includes areas located outside of the boundary of the EDHWTP, which includes Lake 
Forest Park. Activities in areas outside of the EDHWTP boundaries are currently unknown. Trees located 
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within Lake Forest Park were not surveyed or assessed. The most recent reporting provided by EID was 
completed by ABACUS in 2009. Any impacts to trees within the park would need to be reassessed. This 
report does not represent legal advice and, as such, should not be used or relied upon for such advice.  

Qualifications Statement 

Julie De Barros is a multidisciplinary environmental professional with over 13 years of experience as an 
ISA Certified Arborist (WE-11439A), 10 years as a Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ) professional, 
and 7 years as an American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) Registered Consulting Arborist (RCA 
#699). She is a third-generation consulting arborist and has experience in a variety of arboricultural 
disciplines. She has participated in or led projects such as dead and dying tree inventories, complete tree 
inventories, tree management plans, tree canopy impact analyses, tree risk assessments, carbon 
sequestration calculations, tree mitigation, restoration plans, construction monitoring for pruning and 
removal, construction management for tree protection zones, and on-call consultations for urban 
landscapes. Ms. De Barros received her Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science and Policy, 
with a minor in Biology, from California State University-Long Beach (CSULB) in 2013. Additionally, she 
received her Master of Science degree in Geographic Information Science from CSULB in 2014. 

Collin Lesko is involved in wide range of duties in the arboriculture field with over 7 years of experience. 
He is an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist (WE-13711BM) and holds multiple other certifications 
including TRAQ, ISA Urban Forest Professional, and California Pesticide Applicator Qualification (QAL). 
His diverse experiences range from arborist climbing foreman, plant healthcare professional, inventory 
specialist, consulting arborist, to leading tree planning crews with non-profits and includes experiences 
in Belgium where he first began his arboriculture career. He has completed a plethora of reports for 
multiple municipalities around the Bay Area and beyond in tree preservation, construction monitoring, 
tree risk assessment, and tree health evaluations. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Urban Forestry 
from Oregon State University in 2019 and is in his final term at University of British Columbia to 
complete his Master of Science in Urban Forestry.  

Methodology 

Tree Assessments 

Tree assessments were conducted by GEI Arborist Collin Lesko on April 15, 2026, with assistance from 
GEI biologist Lexi von Ehrenkrook. Individuals present to discuss clearance issues included Michael Baron 
(the District’s Environmental Review Analyst).  

The following key tasks were performed during the survey: 

 Inventoried and assessed all trees within the EDHWTP boundary and those documented on the 
60% design plans; 

 Assessment details included species documentation, DBH, root conditions, trunk, canopy, health 
and vitality rating, structural conditions, and a photograph; 

 Minimum diameter for inclusion in the assessment was 6 inches DBH; 
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 Documented all impacts to heritage trees and oak woodlands for quantification of in lieu fees as 
defined by El Dorado County. 

Tree Condition Evaluations 

Factors such as biological, structural, anthropogenic, environmental surroundings, and construction 
activities are considered when determining an individual tree’s condition. Trees were evaluated and 
rated using Appendix A. It should be noted that tree condition and vitality ratings are subjective and 
based on the combined observed characteristics noted during the time of the survey and the arborist’s 
best professional judgment. Examples of each of the factors used to determine tree condition include:  

 Biological: amount of deadwood in the canopy; presence of mechanical damage and/or 
evidence of closure (callous); evidence of stress (amount of leaf surface), disease, decay, or 
infestation 

 Structural: root collar condition, branch and trunk configuration and attachments, canopy 
balance, general structural defects 

 Anthropogenic: proximity to hardscape, utility lines, fences, guardrails, and other structures  

 Environmental: topography, tree location relative to stand of trees (inside tree or edge tree), 
prevailing wind and weather conditions, understory vegetation 

 Construction: proximity to ground disturbing activities (e.g. trenching or filling), equipment 
clearance, and final grade. 

The factor details that helped determine an individual’s trees condition were recorded for each assessed 
tree and can be found in the narrative below or within three columns (root notes, trunk notes, and 
canopy notes) in Appendix B.  

Tree Diameter Measurements 

Inventoried trees included both single-stem and multi-stemmed trees. For multi-stemmed trees, an 
aggregate diameter is the summation of the three largest stems. Individual trunk measurements and 
aggregate diameters, as well as structural notes for each tree can be found in Appendix B. Trunk 
diameter measurements were taken at a height of 4.5 feet above grade along the trunk axis, where 
possible, with the exception of when the trunk split at breast height. In this case, DBH was measured at 
the main stems of the tree that best represented the diameter. Trunk diameters were measured using a 
diameter tape and were recorded in accordance with standard protocols described by the Council of 
Tree and Landscape Appraisers in the Guide for Plant Appraisal (2000), published by ISA. Tree height and 
canopy measurements were estimated visually, and any measurements used in the impact analysis were 
based on the diameter of the individual trees.  

Vegetation Community Mapping 

As required by El Dorado County’s Oak Resources Conservation Ordinance (see below), vegetation 
community mapping specifically oak woodlands resources was completed in accordance with California 
Department of Fish and Game 2009 Protocols for Surveying and Evaluation Impacts to Special Status 



Tree Assessment and Oak Tree Impacts Evaluation Technical Memorandum 6 
EID Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project 
El Dorado County, California 
July 16, 2026 

GEI Consultants, Inc. 

Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities and the List of Vegetation Alliances and Associations 
(CDFG 2010). Vegetation community mapping was conducted by GEI Biologist Lexi von Ehrenkrook on 
April 15, 2026, utilizing ESRI’s Field Maps application. Vegetation community mapping was completed for 
the entire project site, which includes areas outside of the EDHWTP.  

El Dorado County’s Oak Resources Conservation Ordinance 

Definitions and exemptions from El Dorado County’s Oak Resources Conservation Ordinance (Chapter 
130.39 of the Zoning Ordinance) are included here for reference and understanding of the reporting 
requirements. 

Definitions 

The following are verbatim definitions:  

• Arborist means a person certified by the ISA that provides professional advice regarding trees in 
the County. 

• Diameter at breast height (DBH) means the measurement of the diameter of a tree in inches, 
specifically four feet six inches above natural grade on the uphill side of the tree. In case of trees 
with multiple trunks, the diameter of the three largest stems (trunks) at breast height shall be 
combined to calculate the diameter at breast height of the tree. 

• Heritage trees means any live native oak tree of the genus Quercus (including blue oak (Quercus 
douglasii), valley oak (Quercus lobata), California black oak (Quercus kelloggii), interior live oak 
(Quercus wislizeni), canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepis), Oregon oak (Quercus garryana), 
oracle oak (Quercus x morehus), or hybrids thereof) with a single main trunk measuring 36 
inches DBH or greater, or a multiple trunked tree with the aggregate diameter of the three 
largest trunks measuring 36 inches DBH or greater. 

• Impacts, for individual native oak trees, means the physical destruction, displacement or 
removal of a tree or portions of a tree caused by poisoning, cutting, burning, relocation for 
transplanting, bulldozing or other mechanical, chemical, or physical means. Impact includes 
regulated activities within the tree protection zone. For oak woodlands, tree and land clearing 
associated with land development, including, but not limited to, grading, clearing, or otherwise 
modifying land for roads, driveways, building pads, landscaping, utility easements, fire-safe 
clearance and other development activities. 

• In-lieu fee means cash payments that may be paid into the County's Oak Woodland Conservation 
Fund by an owner or developer as a substitute for a deed restriction, conservation easement or 
replacement planting. In-lieu fee amounts for individual native oak trees, heritage trees, and oak 
woodlands as presented in the ORMP may be adjusted by the County over time to reflect 
changes in land values, labor costs, and nursery stock costs. 

o Total Cost per Acre (Oak Woodlands) $8,285 
o Total Cost per Inch (Non-Heritage Trees) $153 
o Total Cost Per Inch (Heritage Trees) – 3:1 Ratio $459 

• Individual native oak tree(s) means any live native oak tree of the genus Quercus (including blue 
oak (Quercus douglasii), valley oak (Quercus lobata), California black oak (Quercus kelloggii), 
interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni), canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepis), Oregon oak (Quercus 
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garryana), oracle oak (Quercus x morehus), or hybrids thereof) with a single main trunk 
measuring six inches DBH or greater, but less than 36 inches DBH, or with a multiple trunk with 
an aggregate trunk diameter measuring greater than ten inches DBH and is not a heritage tree. 

• Minor trimming means the cutting of dead or diseased limbs or twigs, parts which may result in 
damage to an existing dwelling, parts which must be removed for safety or public utilities or 
pruning to promote the health or growth of the tree. Safety includes, but is not limited to, minor 
trimming to comply with defensible space requirements outlined in Chapter 8.09 of the code. 
Trimming which substantially reduces the overall size, density or alters the natural shape of the 
tree is not considered minor trimming. 

• Oak resources, collectively, oak woodlands, individual native oak trees, and heritage trees. 
• Oak resources technical report means a stand-alone report prepared by a qualified professional 

containing information, documents and formatting as specified in Section 2.5 (Oak Resources 
Technical Reports) of the Oak Resources Management Plan (ORMP). 

• Oak woodland(s) means an oak stand with a greater than ten percent canopy cover or that may 
have historically supported greater than ten percent canopy cover (California Fish and Game 
Code Section 1361). 

• Oak woodland removal permit means a permit issued by the county allowing the removal of oak 
trees that are a component of an oak woodland. Where two acres or more of oak woodlands will 
be impacted, an oak woodland removal permit is required. Otherwise, an oak tree removal 
permit is required. An oak resources technical report shall accompany any oak woodland 
removal permit application submitted to the county. Conditions of approval may be imposed on 
the permit. 

• Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) means the area surrounding a tree where the majority of the tree’s 
roots take place. The TPZ shall be the greater of the following: 

o one foot diameter for every inch of trunk diameter, or 
o the area of ground beneath the tree’s canopy. 

Exemptions 

Oak resources impact mitigation is required for any non-exempt action requiring discretionary 
development entitlements or approvals from El Dorado County, or ministerial actions requiring a building 
permit or grading permit issued by El Dorado County. With the exception of dead, dying, and diseased 
trees, trees that have fallen or sustained damage due to natural disasters/incidents or trees considered 
hazardous vegetation pursuant to Section 8.09 of [the Ordinance] (Hazardous Vegetation and Defensible 
Space), all impacts to heritage trees, individual valley oak trees, and valley oak woodlands shall be 
subject to the provisions and mitigation requirements contained in the ORMP, regardless of whether or 
not the action requires a development permit. With the above-noted exceptions, the provisions of 
Chapter 130.39 do not apply to the following activities except where provisions of a memorandum of 
understanding between the County and another governmental agency provide for County regulatory 
authority or otherwise provided by law. Although County permission is not required to remove oak trees 
for certain activities detailed in Section 130.39.070, property owner documentation of oak removal is 
strongly encouraged. Exemptions from mitigation requirements, including insurance-required removal, 
are listed below but not detailed: 

• Fire Safe Activities 
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• Dead, Dying, or Diseased Trees 
• Natural Disaster Damaged Trees 
• Utility Line Location, Construction or Maintenance 
• Agricultural Activities 
• Emergency Operations 
• Timber Harvest Plans, and  
• Minor Trimming. 

Results 

Vegetation Community Mapping 

There are five vegetation community types within the project site, with each community mapped and 
described based on data collected in the field (Figure 2). The descriptions below include the dominant 
and common plant species identified in each community. Evidence throughout the project site indicate 
that recent vegetation management occurred, such as mowing of the ruderal habitat and ongoing and 
recent grazing by goats in blue oak woodland and annual grassland habitats. 

Developed 

Developed areas contain asphalt driving roads, concrete walking paths and railings, tennis courts, a 
bocce ball court, landscaped areas, and the water treatment plant infrastructure. Fencing is additionally 
present separating Lake Forest Park and water treatment plant. The overstory features Raywood ash 
(Fraxinus angustifolia). Ornamental shrubs included bottle brush (Callistemon sp.), lavender (Lavandula 
sp.), rock rose (Cistus sp.), and fortnight lily (Dietes iridioides). 

Disturbed 

Fencing is present to the east and west of the disturbed habitat and intersects the habitat in the south 
between the water treatment plant and Marina Village Middle School. The overstory features blue oak 
(Quercus douglasii), valley oak (Quercus lobata), and interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni), and the 
fencelines are lined with red tip photinia (Photinia spp.). The understory primarily consisted of pebbles 
and bare ground. On the southernmost side, occasional and sparse native understory was present, 
including miner’s lettuce (Claytonia perfoliata), common bedstraw (Galium aparine), and non-natives 
such as California burclover (Medicago polymorpha) were also present. 

Blue Oak Woodland 

Most of the project site, located outside of the EDHWTP boundaries, is dominated by blue oak woodland 
in which occasional gray pines (Pinus sabiniana) form an overstory above an open to partially closed sub-
canopy composed mostly of blue oak with some interior live oak. This plant community also supports 
ground cover of grassland species. The herbaceous understory is comprised of species characteristic of 
the adjacent annual grassland described below. 
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Figure 2. Vegetation Community Mapping 
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Annual Grassland 

The open habitat and the understory of the blue oak woodland is non-native annual grassland, a plant 
community characterized by a dense cover of annual grasses with numerous species of non-native 
annual forbs and native wildflowers. Characteristic grass species observed include wild oat (Avena fatua), 
soft chess (Bromus hordeaceus), ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), and medusa head (Taeniatherum 
caput-medusae). Common non-native forbs include filaree (Erodium spp.), rose clover (Trifolium hirtum), 
pineapple weed (Chamomilla suaveolens), winter vetch (Vicia villosa), prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola), 
and knotted hedge-parsley (Torilis nodosa). Native common yarrow (Achillea millefolium) was observed 
on the project site.  

Ruderal 

The ruderal habitat featured similar species with the annual grassland, however, had decreased species 
diversity and the identifiable species were only non-native. Identifiable species included filaree, common 
bedstraw, cut leaf geranium (Geranium dissectum), and prickly lettuce. 

Tree Inventory 

A total of seventy-one (71) trees were inventoried within the water treatment plant boundaries and 
south of the fenceline between the treatment plant and Marina Village Middle School (Figure 3; 
Appendix B). Thirty-two (32) of these trees were non-oaks that comprised five species, and thirty-nine 
(39) were oak trees composed of three species (Table 1). El Dorado County tree ordinance only provides 
protection for oak tree resources, therefore the rest of the report will focus on impacts to these 
resources.  

Table 1. Inventoried Trees 

Common Name Scientific Name Count 
Non-Oaks 
Aleppo Pine Pinus halepensis 2 
Bradford Pear Pyrus calleryana 2 
Coast Redwood Sequoia sempervirens 17 
Deodora Cedar Cedrus deodara 11 

Totals 32 
Oaks 
Blue Oak Quercus douglasii 32 
Interior Live Oak Quercus wislizeni 2 
Valley Oak Quercus lobata 5 

Totals 39 
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Figure 3. Tree Survey Information 
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Anticipated Project Activities 

The EDHWTP project plans indicate new buildings and facilities such as a washwater equalization basin, 
solids pump station, high lift pump station expansion, UV disinfection facility, plate settlers, filters and 
generator and electrical service will require tree removal mostly along the western side of the treatment 
plant facility (Figure 4). Staging of equipment will likely be done within the existing hard structures of the 
facility, but areas located along the southern end of the project site, the northeast in an open grassland, 
and possibly within Lake Forest Park. 

Oak Tree Impacts Evaluation 

The EDHWTP is approximately 5.73 acres with 1 acre of oak canopy coverage, which equates to 17.45% 
of oak canopy coverage on the parcel. Of the 1 acre of oak canopy coverage, planned impacts would 
remove 0.47 acres of oak canopy coverage, leaving 0.53 acres and reducing the total canopy coverage to 
8.20% (Figure 5). 

A total of 8 blue oaks, 1 valley oaks, and 5 heritage blue oaks are planned for removal (Table 2 and 3). 
One of the heritage blue oaks that is planned for removal is dead and therefore is not included in the 
DBH calculations. The aggregate diameter of the three largest stems was used to determine total trunk 
diameter impacts. As requested by the Board of Supervisors for the ORMP and Oak Resources 
Conservation Ordinance (No.5061) Table 4 provides impacts to individual native oak trees with 
diameters greater than 24 inches but less than 36 inches. 

Table 2. Oak Tree Removal Quantities 

 Blue Oak Valley Oak 
Individual Native Oak Trees 
Quantity to be removed, by species 8 1 
Quantity to be removed, greater than 24 inches DBH and less than 36 inches DBH, by species 6 0 

Total Trunk Diameter to be removed (inches) 252.50 
Heritage Oak Trees 
Quantity to be removed, greater than 36 inches DBH, by species 5 0 

Total Trunk Diameter to be removed (inches) 178.50 
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Figure 4. Project Activities 
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Figure 5. Oak Tree Canopy Impacts 
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Table 3. Oak Tree Classification and Removal or Retention Status 

Bolded text – Heritage Oaks; Red text – Removal; Green text – Retain; Black text – Not included in 
mitigation calculations. 

ID Common Name Largest DBH DBH 2 DBH 3 Aggregate DBH Height ft Canopy ft Arborist Rating Classification Impact 

701 Blue oak 30 0 0 30 55 30 4 - Good Individual Oak Removal 

702 Blue oak 35 0 0 35 45 35 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Removal 

703 Blue oak 28 24 0 52 60 30 0 - Dead Heritage Oak Removal 

704 Blue oak 32 0 0 32 55 35 2 - Poor Individual Oak Removal 

705 Blue oak 23 0 0 23 50 35 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Removal 

706 Blue oak 13 0 0 13 30 15 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

707 Blue oak 11 0 0 11 40 10 1 - Very Poor Individual Oak Retain 

708 Blue oak 20 0 0 20 65 30 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

709 Blue oak 18 0 0 18 50 30 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

710 Blue oak 12 0 0 12 32 15 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

711 Interior live oak 24 20 0 44 45 50 2 - Poor Heritage Oak Retain 

720 Valley oak 17 0 0 17 45 35 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

727 Blue oak 40 0 0 40 55 40 4 - Good Heritage Oak Removal 

728 Blue oak 22 0 0 22 50 35 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Removal 

729 Blue oak 30 0 0 30 45 35 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Removal 

730 Blue oak 14.5 14 11.5 40 45 25 3 - Moderate Heritage Oak Removal 

731 Blue oak 20 18 0 38 50 35 3 - Moderate Heritage Oak Removal 

732 Blue oak 34.5 0 0 34.5 50 30 4 - Good Individual Oak Removal 

733 Blue oak 25 0 0 25 55 40 2 - Poor Individual Oak Removal 

734 Blue oak 16 13.5 0 29.5 30 15 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

735 Blue oak 20 16.5 0 36.5 45 25 3 - Moderate Heritage Oak Retain 

736 Blue oak 24 0 0 24 30 15 1 - Very Poor Individual Oak Removal 

737 Blue oak 29 20 11.5 60.5 40 30 3 - Moderate Heritage Oak Removal 

738 Blue oak 35 0 0 35 45 30 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

739 Interior live oak 30 0 0 30 50 35 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

740 Blue oak 13 0 0 13 55 20 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

741 Blue oak 22.5 0 0 22.5 60 20 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

742 Blue oak 14 0 0 14 35 10 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

743 Blue oak 21 0 0 21 40 25 2 - Poor Individual Oak Retain 

744 Blue oak 23.5 0 0 23.5 65 40 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

745 Blue oak 29 0 0 29 65 45 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

746 Blue oak 23 0 0 23 40 20 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

747 Blue oak 18 0 0 18 30 20 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

748 Blue oak 15.5 0 0 15.5 40 15 4 - Good Individual Oak Retain 

749 Blue oak 8.5 0 0 8.5 25 10 2 - Poor Individual Oak Retain 

751 Valley oak 21 0 0 21 45 40 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Removal 

756 Valley oak 18.5 0 0 18.5 45 25 2 - Poor Individual Oak Retain 

758 Valley oak 16 0 0 16 50 25 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

764 Valley oak 19 0 0 19 45 35 3 - Moderate Individual Oak Retain 

  



Tree Assessment and Oak Tree Impacts Evaluation Technical Memorandum 17 
EID Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project 
El Dorado County, California 
July 16, 2026 

GEI Consultants, Inc. 

 

Table 4. Impacted Individual Native Oak Trees Greater than 24 inches and less than 36 inches DBH 

ID Common Name Largest DBH DBH 2 DBH 3 Aggregate DBH Height ft Canopy ft Arborist Rating Classification  

701 Blue oak 30 0 0 30 55 30 4 - Good Native Oak  

702 Blue oak 35 0 0 35 45 35 3 - Moderate Native Oak  

704 Blue oak 32 0 0 32 55 35 2 - Poor Native Oak  

729 Blue oak 30 0 0 30 45 35 3 - Moderate Native Oak  

732 Blue oak 34.5 0 0 34.5 50 30 4 - Good Native Oak  

733 Blue oak 25 0 0 25 55 40 2 - Poor Native Oak  
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Mitigation for Oak Tree Removals 

To mitigate for impacts to oak resources, the District plans on paying the in-lieu payment fees to be 
consistent with the requirements in the ORMP. Oak trees with a health and vitality rating of 0 – Dead or 
1 – Very Poor are excluded from oak tree mitigation calculations (Table 3). 

According to the County Ordinance, the total cost of per inch of non-heritage oak tree removal is equal 
to $153. The total cost per inch for heritage oak tree removal, based on a 3 to 1 ratio, is $459. 

Individual Native Oak Trees 

 $153 (252.5 inches) = $38,632.50 

Heritage Oak Trees 

 $459 (178.5 inches) = $81,931.50 

Total In-Lieu Fees 

 $120, 564.00 

Since no replacement plantings or conservation easements will occur for mitigation of oak tree removals, 
applicable measures related to maintenance, monitoring, and reporting requirements do not apply to 
the District for this project. 

Oak Tree Retention Protection Measures 

Fence off Work Area and Tree Protection Zone 

To limit additional and unanticipated impacts to trees marked for preservation placement of orange 
construction fencing located outside the dripline or 1 foot for every 1-inch diameter, whichever is greater 
is required by the County Ordinance. No foot traffic, equipment traffic, construction activities or storage 
will occur in this area. The location of the fencing shall follow the guidelines provided in Figure 6, and/or 
shall be installed under the supervision of the project Arborist. 

Alleviation of Soil Compaction 

While no work is anticipated within the dripline of any tree planned for protection, if necessary, work in 
the TPZ shall be under the supervision of an ISA Certified Arborist. To prevent root compaction while 
working within the dripline of preservation trees, placement of 6 inches in depth of mulch is required. 
After impacts are completed, spreading mulch to a depth of 3 to 4 inches throughout the dripline to 
allow for oxygen circulation to the roots. Do not place mulch within 2 feet of the tree trunk. Trees that 
are being removed shall be chipped onsite and the mulch shall be placed within the designated areas.  
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Figure 6. Tree Protection Zones 
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Accidental Damage 

• Any additional accidental injuries to the crown of any tree during construction shall have the wound 
cleaned up as soon as possible under the supervision of a Certified Arborist if the branches are over 
2 inches in diameter.  

• Any accidental injuries to the trunks of any tree during construction shall be assessed by the 
Certified Arborist to determine mitigation measures such as wound tracing, pruning, or other 
measures. 

Post-construction Assessment 

After completion of all construction activities, a Certified Arborist shall reassess all retained oak trees for 
unanticipated impacts incurred by construction activities. Based on that assessment, additional 
mitigation measures could be required to ensure health and vitality of oak trees or may require 
additional mitigation if trees have been severely impacted. 

If any questions arise during the review of this technical memorandum, please do not hesitate to contact 
Julie. Julie can be reached at jdebarros@geiconsultants.com. 

 

 

Julie De Barros                                                                                                      Drew Sutton 
Senior Wildlife Biologist & Arborist                                                                  Senior Project Manager 
 

https://geiconsultant-
my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/dresut2326_geiconsultants_com/Documents/EID%20EDHWTP/Arborist/Draft_Technical_Memorandum_EID.docx?d=waee39f1b9
aed4187b4cb58c25033a13f&csf=1&web=1&e=93Ltxf 

Appendices 

A - Tree Health and Vitality Ratings  
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C - El Dorado Hills WTP Improvements Project 60 Percent Design Submittal (January 2026) 

D - Oak Resources Technical Report Checklist 

E - Code of Compliance  

F - Qualifications, Assumptions, Limiting Conditions, and Arborist Disclosure Statement 

G - Certificate of Performance 
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Glossary 

Term Definition 

aggregate diameter The summation of all individual tree diameters. For El Dorado County, it is the summation of 
the largest 3 stems. 

callous Undifferentiated tissue formed by the cambium, usually as a result of wounding. 

compartmentalization of 
decay in trees (CODIT) 

Natural defense process in trees by which chemical and physical boundaries are created that 
act to limit the spread of disease and decay organisms. 

diameter at breast height 
(DBH) 

Acronym for the tree diameter at breast height. Measured at 1.4 meters (4.5 feet) above 
ground in the U.S. 

diameter tape A measuring tape used to estimate the diameter of a cylinder object. 

dieback Condition in which the branches in the tree or other plant crown die from the tips toward 
the main stem. 

dripline Imaginary line defined by the branch spread of a single plant or group of plants. 

epicormic sprouts A shoot arisen from a dormant bud or from newly formed adventitious tissue. 

failure In tree risk assessment, the professional assessment of the likelihood for a tree or tree part 
to fail within a defined time frame. 

flare Transition zone from trunk to roots where the trunk expands into the buttress or structural 
roots. 

leaf surface The amount of surface area provided by the total amount of leaves expected of a tree. 

mechanical damage The loss of material due to a mechanical action; in the case of trees, damage incurred to 
parts of the trunk, roots, or branches. 

multi-stemmed trees A tree with more than one stem growing close to the ground from a common root system 

root collar Flared area at the tree trunk base where the roots and trunk come together. 

root crown Area where the main roots join the plant stem, usually at or near ground level (root collar). 

root zones Horizontal spread of tree roots from the trunk. Typically, the root zone of a tree extends well 
beyond the dripline.  

structural defects Feature, condition, or deformity of a tree that indicates a weak structure or instability that 
could contribute to tree failure. 

taper Change in diameter over the length of trunks, branches, and roots. 

targets People, property, or activities that could be injured, damaged, or disrupted by a tree failure. 

tree crown Upper part of a tree, measured from the lowest branch, including all the branches and 
foliage (canopy). 

tree failure Uprooting or mechanical breakage of a tree, its parts, and/or surrounding soil. 
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Appendix A Tree Health and Vitality Ratings 

Table B.1. Tree Health and Vitality Ratings 

Tree 
Condition 
Rating 

Vitality 
Rating Description 

Life 
Expectancy 

0 Dead Tree is dead and shows no sign of life or vigor. Not applicable 

1 Very Poor 
Tree is in severe decline and is lacking vigor. Visual signs of decline 
include severe dieback of leaf surface and dead scaffold branches, 
and most of the canopy leaf surface is epicormic sprouts. 

Nearing end 
of life 
expectancy 

2 Poor 
Tree is in decline and has structural defects that cannot be abated. 
Visual signs of decline include extensive dieback of medium to large 
branches, poor to fair leaf surface, and numerous epicormic sprouts. 

Short life 
expectancy 

3 Moderate 

Tree has moderate vigor with few structural defects that might be 
mitigated with regular care. Visual signs of decline include moderate 
to small branch dieback, fair to good leaf surface, few epicormic 
sprouts, and a small amount of thinning crown.  

Moderate life 
expectancy 

4 Good 
Tree has good vigor with minor structural defects that could be 
mitigated. Visual signs of decline include small to no dieback in twigs 
and branches, good leaf surface, and little to no epicormic sprouts. 

Moderate to 
long life 
expectancy 

5 Excellent 
Tree is vigorous and reasonably free of signs and symptoms of 
diseases and structural issues, with no visual signs of decline. Tree is 
in the typical structure and form of its species.  

Long life 
expectancy 

Notes:  The visual signs of tree health and vitality ratings are not necessarily required or limited to the above descriptions. The 
arborist’s or biologist’s experience, best professional judgement, and surrounding environment conditions help determine the 
tree condition. 
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Appendix B Tree Inventory Details 
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Appendix C El Dorado Hills WTP Improvements Project 
60 Percent Design Submittal (January 2026) 
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Appendix D  Oak Resources Technical Report Checklist  
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Appendix E Code of Compliance  
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Appendix F Qualifications, Assumptions, Limiting 
Conditions, and Arborist Disclosure Statement 

Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct. Any titles or ownership of properties are 
assumed to be good and marketable. All property is appraised or evaluated as though free and clear, under 
responsible ownership and competent management. 

All property is presumed to be in conformance with applicable codes, ordinances, statutes, or other regulations. 

Care has been taken to obtain information from reliable sources. However, the consultant cannot be responsible 
for the accuracy of information provided by others. 

The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or to attend meetings, hearings, conferences, mediations, 
arbitrations, or trials by reason of this report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including 
payment of an additional fee for such services. 

This report and any appraisal value expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant, and the consultant's 
fee is not contingent upon the reporting of a specified appraisal value, a stipulated result, or the occurrence of a 
subsequent event. 

Sketches, drawings, and photographs in this report are intended for use as visual aids, are not necessarily to scale, 
and should not be construed as engineering or architectural reports or surveys. The reproduction of information 
generated by architects, engineers, or other consultants on any sketches, drawings, or photographs is only for 
coordination and ease of reference. Inclusion of said information with any drawings or other documents does not 
constitute a representation by Julie De Barros, Consulting Arborist, as to the sufficiency or accuracy of said 
information. 

Unless otherwise expressed: (a) this report covers only the examined items and their condition at the time of 
inspection; and (b) the inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible items without dissection, 
excavation, probing, or coring. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that structural problems or 
deficiencies of plants or property may not arise in the future. 

Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experience to examine trees, 
recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of living near 
trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborist, or to seek additional advice. 

Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree. Trees are living 
organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden within trees and below ground. 
Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, or for a specified period. 
Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed. 

Treatment, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s services, 
such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and other issues. 
Arborists cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate information is disclosed to 
the arborist. An arborist should then be expected to reasonably rely upon the completeness and accuracy of the 
information provided. 

Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept some degree of risk. The only 
way to eliminate all risks associated with trees is to eliminate all trees. 
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GEI Consultants, Inc. 

Appendix G Certificate of Performance 

I, Collin Lesko, Certify that on June 17th, 2026 that: 

• I have personally inspected the tree and property referred to in this report and I have 
stated my findings accurately. 

• I have no current or prospective interest in the tree or the property that is the subject of 
this report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved. 

• The analysis, opinions, and conclusions stated herein are my own and this report has 
been prepared according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices. 

• No one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated within 
the report. 

• My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion 
that favors the cause of the client or any other party nor upon the results of the 
assessment, the attainment of stipulated results, or the occurrence of any subsequent 
events. 

•  
I further certify that I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists 
and the International Society of Arboriculture.  

Thank you, 

 

Collin Lesko 
ISA Certified Arborist (WE-134711BM) 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
ISA Urban Forest Professional 
ISA, and WCISA Member 
Clesko@geiconsultants.com 
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